


























"HIV testing scared the hell 
out of me" ^ 


"I found out knowing is better than 

nOt knOWing . Everyday, more and morepeopte are learning 
to live with HIV People are finding ways to stay healthier, strengthen their 
immune systems, develop positive att-tudes They ve found that proper diet, 
moderate exercise, even stress management can help And now, early 
medical intervention could put time on your side w jrw tw m t fy 


Today. HIV positive doesn t mean you have to I I \l I |\l |w 
give up So, the sooner you take control, the better V 111 U 
For more information on living with HIV. ff nrvxf f T T11 7 
we urge you to call the number below I kl I I U U 1/ 

anonymously, if you wish Willi 1 11 V# 

1-800 HIV-1NFO THE SOONER YOU TAKE CONTRaTHE BETTER 
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outspoken 


The Battle of the Epidemic 


The Centers for Disease Control’s evolving plan to 
require mandatory HIV testing of health care workers is 
probably the most serious bureaucratic threat to the civil 
rights of people with HIV disease since the epidemic began. 
If enacted, it promises to erode the legal standards which 
protea all people with infectious diseases from discrimina¬ 
tion and to devastate health care in urban areas, deny care 
to most PWAs, burden an already-impoverished system with 
unsustainable costs, insure additional discrimination against 
gays and people of color and push society down the slip¬ 
pery slope to AIDS apartheid. 

Ever since the CDC reported that an HIV-positive den¬ 
tist may have passed the virus on to a patient, the system 
has moved inexorably toward mandatory testing of doctors. 
The rationale is that HIV-positive health care workers—par¬ 
ticularly surgeons and dentists—should be forcibly prevent¬ 
ed from endangering patients. 

While this may seem logical, it is in reality the same 
type of capitulation to irrationality that once inspired 
those who barred Ryan White from school. If there were a 
significant risk of doctor-to-patient transmission, then the 
millions of encounters between HIV-positive doctors and 
their patients would have yielded far more than one ‘pos¬ 
sible" case by now. This is not to say such transmissions 
have never occurred, onjy that they are so rare as to be 
statistically invisible. 

Some argue that even rare cases are devastating to their 
victims and should be avoided if possible. But not if such 
avoidance techniques, while protecting the few, harm the 
many, which is clearly the case here. Mandatory testing is a 
cure far more devastating than the disease. 

Such testing might at best prevent a handful of HIV 
transmissions each year, but it would doom hundreds of 
thousands to early or preventable death by driving most 
doctors out of the business of treating AIDS. Rare indeed 
are health care workers who would risk tainting or destroy¬ 
ing their careers by working with HIV-positive patients, 
patients already scandalously underserved by the health 
care profession. Urban areas with high rates of HIV disease 
would witness a devastating exodus of doctors and nurses, 
resulting in fatally inadequate care for the poor and disad¬ 
vantaged. And an already-impoverished system would be 
further burdened by the costs of testing, and retesting, and 
continuously re-retesting health care workers, and by pay¬ 


ing for those who would be idled while awaiting test 
results. Deaths caused by shortages of health care would 
skyrocket. 

Legally, such a policy would undermine the civil rights 
of all people with infectious conditions. Currently, the law 
protects such people from discrimination unless they pose a 
‘significant risk* to others. This risk cannot be merely per¬ 
ceived or irrational or miniscule; it must be real and signifi¬ 
cant. Allowing HIV-positive health care workers to suffer 
discrimination on the basis of an infinitesimally small num¬ 
ber of possible transmissions undermines this principle. It 
caves in to irrational fears based on questionable data and 
destroys the crucial concept of ‘significant risk* that pro¬ 
tects us all. 

As a result, doctors will now rightly demand that if they 
are to be tested, all patients must be tested too. After all, the 
risk of patient-to-doctor transmission, though small, is 
known to be far greater than the other way around. And 
once all patients are tested, why stop there? What about 
food-handlers, schoolteachers, airline stewards, anyone 
whose Job brings him or her into contact with the public? 
Such wholesale invasions of confidentiality, once the stuff 
of doomsday scenarists, will follow naturally if the medical 
profession itself abandons rationality and embraces manda¬ 
tory testing and discrimination based on HIV status. 

Gays, lesbians and people of color successfully defend¬ 
ed the rivS rights of PWAs throughout the '80s by making 
common cause with members of the Establishment who 
feared that they—the ‘mainstream"—might eventually 
become infected These Establishment policymakers Joined 
forces with us to preserve PWAs' civil rights our of fear that 
they themselves might someday become victims of anti-AIDS 
oppressions. Their current clamor for mandatory testing is the 
signal that their fears have faded. We re now on our own. 

The AIDS activist movement, which recently s ee m ed to 
lack direction, has now met its greatest policy challenge in 
a decade of great challenge. The Impending CDC guidelines 
threaten to rapidly unravel the entire agenda of rights and 
protections fought for through years of skirmishes and vic¬ 
tories and to deal a massive blow to the health, welfare and 
legal rights of people with HIV disease. AIDS lobbyists, les¬ 
bian and gay legal professionals and community service- 
providers have already recognized this threat for what it is: 
the battle of the epidemic. 




LETTERS 


LESCLONE ZONE 

In our thirty- and fortysomething crowd of lesbian* and 
gay men, “New Clone vs. 0*d Clone* (No. 74. Nov. 28] is a fre¬ 
quent topic of conversation and jokes. Herewith Is our lesbian 
oid-ckme-vs.-new-clone 1st 


Old 

New 

Jill Johnston 

Liz and Sydney 

Cagney and Lacey 

The Trials of Rosie O’Neill 

Bonnie and Clyde's 

The Cist Club 

Dusty Springfield 

Melissa Etheridge 

Hairy pits 

Waxing 

Beer 

Perrier (with lime) 

Softball 

Slope Activities for Lesbians 

Radical lesbians 

Queer Nation 

Provincetown 

Cherry Grove 

Kim Novak 

Madonna 

Georgia O'Keeffe 

Guerrilla Girls 

Bella Abzug 

Deborah Glick 

Penthouse 

On Our Backs 

LL Bean 

Victoria’s Secret 

Old Duplex 

New Duplex 

DA 

Crewe ut 

Sappho 

Phranc 

Robin Tyler 

Reno 

Vibrators 

Dental Dams 

Hamptons 

Mm Barget and Jim Raiding 

L FOR LAUQH8 

to the viewing public or merit 


I thoroughly enjoyed “In anything other than a denl- 
Living Color: toms, coons, grating or homophobic reac- 
mammles. faggots and bucks' tion under the inoffensive 
(No. 78. Dec. 26] by Essex genre of “comedy." 

Hemphill. The interviews In the Dominican corn- 
served to show the complex munity. we have many exam- 
issues in watching potentially pies of comedy shows which 
derogatory images of Black have used the effeminate 
gay men by members of the homosexual routine as a tool 
African-American community for laughs for the past 40 
in mass media. years, yet in all that time, this 

“Men on Film* is not the staple in Latin comedy in and 
first to have used this image of itself has not engendered a 
as comedy in television or framework in which the corn- 
films (for example: The Re - munity would know or deal 

venge of the Nerds. The with any other type of homo- 
Revenge of the Nerds II. Hoi- sexual behavior. 
lywood Shuffle, to name a People of color, young peo- 
few). but it also is lacking a pie, as wel as homosexuals Mho 
content or context in which have Httie interaction or support 
this image would make sense with an active and interactive gay 
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BLURT 

OUT 

SO NOW WHAT... 

Now York Poet 
fright mare Suzy 
has been billing and 
cooing over 
Madonna Ciccone’s 
New Year's party: 
“All Madonna 
served at her little 
gala was desserts, 
a long table 
groaning with 
chocolate souffles, 
cocoanut cakes, 
lemon pies, ice 
cream and peaches 
with whipped 
cream. At 2 am. 
Madonna hustled 
everybody out 
because she was 
dying to go dancing 
at the demi>est of 
demi*mondaine 
nightclubs. No 
names, please. I 
wouldn’t want to 
shock any stuffed 
shirts this early in 
the year.” What, 
pray tell, could that 
mean? Did she visit 
a homosexual club? 
Perhaps she was 
out engaging in 
"voyeurism” at the 
Dugout or "sado¬ 
masochism" at the 
Spike. She certainly 
wasn't being 
“bisexual” at the 
Clit Club loft party. 
Too bad. 

—Sarah Pettit 



and lesbian commurety and pos¬ 
sibly are already lying with low 
selfesteem will take In these 
images and use them as their 
basis for dealing with their own 
issues of sexuality, heteroeexism 
and homophobia. The image of 
the effeminate homosexual pre¬ 
sented so often in mass made is 
what people wi identify as reali¬ 
ty in more hkafy a negative rather 
than positive way. 

The need to have positive 
Black lesbian and gay images 
reaching the general public in 
order to counteract a growing 
homophobic and racist environ¬ 
ment makes [the question of] 
who produces [these shows] 
irrelevant and the what and how 
of the product essential. I thank 
Essex Hemphill for such a 
thought-provoking article. 

JuOo Dicent-Taillepierre 
Director 

AIDS Education Project 
New York 

KILLING ME SAFELY 

The asmeifBon of Jesse 
Helms by gay and lesbian peo¬ 
ple would be a vanity act of 
someone seeking useless and 
probably unattainable martyr¬ 
dom. It would help neither 
friend nor enemy. The letter dis¬ 
tributed at Vito Russo's memo¬ 
rial service and signed 'Three 
Anonymous Queers* was writ¬ 
ten a la Larry Kramer but did 
not have the guts of Kramer. 
Kramer would not ask someone 
to get a gun for him or to hide 
him from the law. Larry knows 
that Jesse Helms and his He are 
like weeds—easily replaceable. 
Larry knows we should not 
make martyrs of homophobes. 

We are having a hard 
enough time getting through 
AIDS and bashing and anti¬ 
domestic partner action and 
pro-life defenders without 
having our entire community 
condemned for a murder. 
Hatred of Helms and O’Connor 
and Dannemeyer and Wild- 
mon does not make murder or 
even the violence recommend¬ 
ed by Michelangelo Signorile 


acceptable. These are not the 
voices of our community. 

Herbert I. Cohen, MD 
Manhattan 

TWO SNAPS OUT! 

Being an avid reader of. 
and subscriber to. OutWeek I 
recently decided to conduct a 
little survey among our fellow 
"choir members* here in West 
Hollywood. 

When visiting local queer 
newsstands I would ask the 
cashier if they were selling 
marry issues of OutWeek mag¬ 
azine. I would then pursue my 
conversation with ‘Do you read 
OutWeekT Most replied. -Isn't 
that the magazine that outs 
everyone?* My reply was usu¬ 
ally that OutWeek encourages 
all people to be honest with 
society about their sexuality, 
and the only "outing" I recall 
was Malcolm, who was dead at 
the time. This comment usually 
led to a somewhat hostile 
response of "For that reason 
alone. I have no desire to be 
involved in such inhuman 


actsl" Excuse me?! Did this 
queen |ust get off the boat? 
Where have these people been 
for the last few decades? After 
ail. we are, and have always 
been, the most discriminated 
[against] group In society) We 
have been forced Into a world 
of lies and masked Identities I 
And this fag doesn't want to 
get Involved! Well, I’m 
appaAedl I'm gay. I'm queers 
but first of all. I’m a human 
being. And for that reason 
alone. I deserve the same 
equality as the next human 
being. So to summarize my 
opinion (and like assholes, 
everyone has one): two snaps 
up on the outing and thank 
you. OutWeek. for pissing me 
off into a worfd of true identityl 
Jimmy Wilmore 
West Hollywood, CA 

WITHER 13? 

Bob Harris asks. "Why 
13r ["Lettere." no. 78. Dec. 
26]. He asserts that "[Thirteen 
Is] among the top five pro-gay 
and -lesbian TV programere in 




the country.* That is precise¬ 
ly the problem. When you 
are starving, the crumbs 
dropped from the table look 
like a feast. 

For several reasons, 13 
[is] the logical candidate for 
this effort. As a viewer-sup- 
ported station. 13 is particular¬ 
ly vulnerable. Thirteen receives 
government funds. As taxpay¬ 
ers. lesbians and gays have a 
right to expect inclusive cover¬ 
age of our issues. Finally. 13. 
as a not-for-profit public sta¬ 
tion. is mandated to provide 
media access to undeserved 
minority communities. With 
only one-tenth of one percent 
of total program hours devoted 
to lesbian and gay issues. 13 
has clearly failed to fulfill its 
obligation to our community. 
The fact that other stations are 
as bad or worse does not let 
13 off the hook. 

I imagine that when Rosa 


Parks refused to move to the 
back of the bus. there were 
those who couldn’t under¬ 
stand why she had to make 
such a fuss. Fortunately for 
African Americans, she didn't 
listen, and a boycott was 
organized. If Mr Harris is 
content to sit at the back of 
the ’media bus* gratefully 
singing praises for the bones 
that 13 may toss his way. 
that's his business. Personal¬ 
ly. I applaud and support the 
coalition of groups challeng¬ 
ing 13. After years of virtually 
fruitless dialog, it's about time 
we raised the stakes! 

Chartes Montalbano 
Manhattan 

HISTORY AIN’T FUNK 

I thought your coverage 
of the initiation of a gay rights 
section in the Smithsonian 
was annoyingly flippant [*Rlm 
Shots.’ no. 74. Nov. 28]. To 


say that the donated goods 
will join ’bloody clothes’ and 
’will go into storage* clearly 
implied this event was of no 
real importance. This was 
catty ’journalism* at its worst 
Chartes Wagner 
San Francisco 

I noticed in ’Rim Shots’ 
that you mentioned something 
involving the Smithsonian and 
Queers. I read it three times. At 
first it souxted like your own pri¬ 
vate joke to New Yorkers. Then It 
sounded like a nasty backhand 
to the estabfcshment Then it just 
sounded nasty. Not sure what 
you had in mind, but the bottom 
line is that you made our history 
into a piece of shit What's with 
you—do you create shit just to 
get letters because you like let¬ 
ters? Any land of letters? 

Jerry Gittogty 
Executive Director 
San Diego Remembers 


When our people go out tor 
good—end God knows we don’t 
have enough of them—why is I 
that there # always a sour pride 
like you that tries to turn the 
cheers into boos? 

Wake up and smel the cof¬ 
fee. This was a reaHrfe drama 
that happened in the lesbian and 
gay movement. Why did you 
make it into a third-class review 
of a low-budget skin «ck? 

Norman Gomez 
Santa Fe, NM 

What are you trying to 
say about the Smithsonian 
and history! Is this good news 
or is this bad news? 

Really. I couldn’t figure it 
out Are you for it or against it? 

Maybe you are trying to 
be too sophisticated Who did 
what to whom, and how? 

Where is the story? 

Diane Nord 
Manhattan 














LOVE THAT JAMES 

I was to delighted with 
the opening scenario of James 
Si James' new column. Yes. 
honey, many of us can identify! 

Seth Joseph Weine 
Manhattan 

UNMANAGEABLE 

A series of full-page ads 
placed in most major newspa¬ 
pers and magazines around 
the country (including Out- 
Week ) show a distraught per¬ 
son saying: *1 found out I was 
HIV-positive. I thought it was 
all over.* The bottom of the ad 
reads. "Well. I’m here and still 
going strong.* 

This ad says, get tested, 
get treatment, take control, 
and you will have nothing to 
worry about. 

The ad—sponsored in 
large part by the Burroughs 
Wellcome Co —seems a terri¬ 
ble waste of money. Funds 


spent on these ads could be 
better used for research and 
not propaganda. 

These ads promote the 
subtle notion that AIDS can be 
a chronic manageable disease, 
a line now being pushed by our 
government to justify less fund¬ 
ing and less concern for thcee 
living with das nightmare. 

Let me remind you that 
one person dies every (eight) 
minutes from this chronic 
manageable disease. 

Robert LaChance 
Hollywood. Fb. 

ABSOLUT CHEER 

I must respond to A Con¬ 
cerned Queer ['Letters.* No. 
77. Dec. 19). 

Having an alcoholic father. 
I can tmderstand and empathize 
with your concern over the 
alcohofesm within the gay com¬ 
munity. Your logic is a bit awk¬ 
wardly skewed, however. 


If OutWeek contained an 
ad for candy, would you chide 
it for its insensitivity toward 
gays with diabetes? Would an 
auto ad cause you to pause 
because 50.000 people per 
year are killed In auto acci¬ 
dents. and some of them are 
undoubtedly gay? God forbid 
you should ever cut yourself 
preparing dinner—you’ll be 
after the cutlery ads next, 
should they ever appear in 
OutWeek. 

First, your inference that 
alcoholism is predominately a 
gay disorder (otherwise you 
would not have singled out a 
gay magazine for your chas¬ 
tisement) is sickening. Sec¬ 
ondly. perhaps you should 
realize that this was an ad 
placed in a magazine aimed at 
adults—adults capable of 
making their own decisions, 
not children being wooed by 
Spudz McKenzie. Finally, the 


reasons for alcoholism are pri¬ 
marily psychological ones and 
should be dealt with as such, 
unless you would prefer a 
return to prohibition. 

The ad in question is 
from a company that consis¬ 
tently puts forth one of the 
classiest product presenta¬ 
tions. No reference to drink¬ 
ing as a method of social 
acceptance has ever been ver¬ 
bally or visually contained 
within an ad for Absolut The 
product is simply shown in an 
often witty way. 

Absolut deserves credit 
for recognizing the gay market 
as an economic power, some¬ 
thing that we as a group must 
get all of corporate America to 
do if we are to gain true power 
in other areas. We should 
applaud Absolut for that recog¬ 
nition. as well as using an ad 
[in mainstream publications] 
that celebrates the creative 
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genius of an openly gay man 
who died of AIDS as well. 

Last I would like to know 
how you can at once condemn 
OutWeek for refusing sexually 
explicit ads with little or no 
conscience in the lack of safer- 
sex mentality and then accuse 
them of choosing money over 
the health and welfare of their 
readers? 

The tone of your letter 
would indicate to me that per¬ 
haps you are right. Perhaps 
there is a little self-hating 
going on here. 

Not on Out Week's side, 
though. Grow up. 

P.S. II sign my name. 

Michael Elek 
Manhattan 

ACLU INVISIBLE 

I would like to inform 
your readers of another shin¬ 
ing example of institutional¬ 
ized invisibility, this time com¬ 
ing from our supporters at 
ACLU. I recently received a 
membership solicitation which 
not once even mentioned a 
gay or lesbian issue or legal 
battle. We all know that the 
ACLU does much good work 
on our behalf, but could not. 
or would not. make mention 
of it in this mailing, which was 
geared to the ‘general popu¬ 
lace.' We obviously have a 
very long way to go. 

Erik Mariano 
Brooklyn 

SYMPTOMS, NOT 
CAUSES 

As a gay man and an ex¬ 
member of AA. I want to com¬ 
ment on Duncan Osborne's 
article about gay AA [‘Facing 
Our Addictions.’ no. 77. Dec. 
19]. First of all. I wonder if 
serious gay AA devotees will 
write with concern that the 
article went too far concerning 
any criticism of AA. Personal¬ 
ly, I would like to state my 
own feeling that Osborne was 
not critical enough. 

His suggestion at the end 
of the article that AA's spiritual 


principles might be serving 
some lives but betraying oth¬ 
ers was too subtle. I have 
been sober now for over five 
years. I initially began with AA 
but dropped out over three 
years ago. It was too frustrat¬ 
ing for me to be involved in an 
organization that remains 
trapped in a single issue. Alco¬ 
holism is only a symptom of a 
disease much greater than any 
individual or group. The roots 


of this disease are buried in, 
and supported by. the struc¬ 
tures of our society. 

I also left AA because the 
Big Book was treated like a 
Bible, the 12 Steps like the ten 
commandments, and my vari¬ 
ous AA sponsors acted like 
high priests. More than any¬ 
thing. I was alienated by a 
prevailing attitude among AA 
members that they are a cho¬ 
sen people, and that any 


member, who desires more 
freedom and deviates from AA 
norms or dogma is doomed to 
sickness and death. Those 
attitudes remind me very 
strongly of my fundamentalist 
Christian upbringing. 

I am happy to report that I 
am doing well three years after 
leaving AA. I have also met 
other people who tried AA. 
decided it was not for them, 
and are sober and happy with- 
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out 1 These people seem to 
continually be neglected and 
Ignored In research and writ¬ 
ing about AA. I do thank AA 
lor getting me on my feet, but 
they now move me in other 
"deviant" directions. 

77m Sionaker 
Boyertown. Pi 

REFERENCE THIS 

In his letter in issue no. 
77 [Dec. 19). John Kaufman 
was obviously very offended 
by Merriam-Webster's com¬ 
puter dictionary/thesaurus. 
Choice Words is not the only 
Merriam-Webster product to 
list offensive and homopho¬ 
bic synonyms. In fact, back 
in August 1989. GLAAD. 
through its Naming Names 
radio program and the GLAAD 
Bulletin, urged people to write 
the company to protest simi¬ 
lar entries in Webster's Colle- 
giatt Thesaurus. In response 


to this protest Merriam-Web¬ 
ster has promised us revi¬ 
sions in the next edition of the 
thesaurus. GLAAD will contin¬ 
ue to monitor Merriam-Web¬ 
ster and make sure It keeps 
its promise. 

Merriam-Webster is by no 
means the only source of 
homophobic reference works. 
For example, anyone who has 
version 40 of Microsoft Word 
w« see the following synonyms 
for "gay" in its thesaurus: 
"effeminate,” "effete," "sissy," 
‘unmanfy* and "wimpy.* Anoth¬ 
er thesaurus published by Harp¬ 
er & Row has ‘lesbianism" 
being synonymous with both 
“vice" and "impurity." Fortu¬ 
nately. GLAAD wes able to con¬ 
vince Microsoft to indude a Af¬ 
ferent thesaurus in its most 
recent version of Word. How¬ 
ever, st« in our ties are copies 
of entries from several encyclo¬ 
pedias and other reference 


works that are incomplete 
and/or inaccurate regarding 
homosexuafcty and the gay and 
lesbian community 

Reference works such 
as these are very important. 
These are references that gay 
adolescents often look to first 
when trying to figure out who 
they are. Imagine the shock a 
young gay man just begin¬ 
ning to explore his sexual 
identity would feel seeing 
himself being defined by Mer¬ 
riam-Webster as a sissy or a 
wimp. Imagine how a young 
lesbian would feel being told 
by Harper & Row that she is 
an impure being. The offend¬ 
ing reference works in our 
files are also those that 
straight people often refer to 
when trying to understand 
homosexuality. It is critically 
important that they be accu¬ 
rate and not homophobic 
The Visibility Action 


Committee of GLAAD/NY is 
actively working on this ref¬ 
erence-works project as well 
as other projects, such as 
one to have gay people 
included in school textbooks. 

Projects such as these 
require a lot of time, labor 
and money to complete. We 
hope that people like John 
Kaufman will contribute their 
time, labor and/or money to 
help VAC reach its goals. 
Please contact GLAAD at 
(212) 966-1700 if you would 
like to help, or If you come 
across any other offensive or 
inaccurate reference works. 

Eric Tsuchida 
Chair 

VisUtility Action Committee 
GLAAD/NY 

NUKING AN 
ANTHILL 

One has to wonder what 
motivation was behind James 


Corrections 


* Because of an art department error, Rink’s photo¬ 
graph of Vito Russo on the cover of Issue 73 was not 
credited. To make matters worse, his photo of boot¬ 
leg ddl on page 28 of issue 79/80 was credited to 
someone else, and the credit for his historic photo of 
Robert Mapplethorpe on page 41 of the same issue 
was illegible In some copies. Rink, we’re really, real¬ 
ly, really sorry and you know we love you. 

K Because of a production error, the credits were 
reversed on the two photos of Canadian activists on 
page 14 in issue 78: Charles Fowler shot Kyle Rac 
and Chris Phibbs, and Brett Stewart shot Scott Bev¬ 
eridge. 

* Due to an editing error, the research credit for Sara 
Simmons, our indefatiguable intern, was omitted from 
the special report on lesbians and AIDS in Usue 
79/80. 

* The pimp page for the article on the sentencing of 
two lesbians involved in the resistance conspiracy 
trial on page 18 of issue no. 78 was misstated The 
rest of the story is on page 71. But pan of a sentence 
got lost, too. The paragraph before the jump should 
have read, *T’ro surprised he gave the maximum. He 
1$ known as a fair-minded judge," Taifa said, adding 
that Greene had ordered the court to pay for the Nati- 
nal Center for Institutions and Alternatives to evaluate 
Whitehom’s case.* 
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This wMk'i creepy cauchemar is that old trl- I 
angle head, Arsanio Hall. One would think a 
that his recant on-film scrap with Queer I 
Nation/LA might give him pause. But no, it * 
seems Arsanio plans to keep on trucking I 
down that highway to hell. Last week he 1 
combined his two favorite flavors, homo- I 
phobia and misogyny, in a comment seem- * 
ingly directed at the QN debacle. Arsanio I 
promised (most facetiously) to address critl- ■ 
cisms about the offensiveness of his humor I 
by henceforth engaging all issues of social • 
Import. How does ho plan to do soT From I 
now on, all women reporters will be admit- I 
ted to his dressing room after the show. | 
Vuck, yuck, yuck. Atl the better to tell your I 
locker-room stories about Bo Jackson and | 

PSo.aTJ.Us | 


Jim Palmer, Arsanio. 

L 


Waller's devastating review of 
This Every Night Considering 
how few gay books are pub¬ 
lished in the first place, and the 
fact that this one was pub¬ 
lished by a small press, his 
vituperative remarks are tanta¬ 
mount to nuking an anthill 

Paul Hallasy 
Manhattan 

HOUSING THE ISSUES 

We want to thank both 
OutWeek and the Advocate 
magazines for printing stories 
last summer about our suc¬ 
cessful campaign to have 
Teachers College permit same- 
sex couples to apply tor mar¬ 
ried-student housing. Because 
of your coverage of the first 
gay couple to move Into TCTs 
family dorm, colleges and uni¬ 
versities across the country 
that are considering a similar 
change have called our 
school's Residence Halls office 
to ask for copies of its revised 
housing regulations This not 
only benefits lesbian and gay 
students at other schools but 
makes our position at Teachers 
College that much stronger 

We are upset that the 
non-gay media did not publish 
the press release we sent them 
or write their own articles. 
However, we are glad that the 
story you printed has had such 
a positive effect. 

James Morgan 
Co-Chair 
Bruce Ballard 
Former Chair 
Lesbians, Bisexuals and Gays 
at Teachers College 
Manhattan 

WHO? 

How much longer will I 
have to be put down? How 
long do I have to wait to be 
granted the basic rights 
given to heterosexuals freely 
by our government. I used to 
believe this was a free coun¬ 
try when I was younger, and 
now I've come to truly know 
I am not free. I am not free to 
hold hands In public with my 


lover without fear of vio¬ 
lence. I cannot look the man 
I love in the eye and say, 'I 
do.* I can't even file a fuck¬ 
ing joint tax return. 

Recently, a fnend of mine 
vacationing here from London, 
who is active in the gay move¬ 
ment there, went out to Better 
Days alone. When he arrived 
home earlier that morning he 
said to me: *0h. I 'had such a 
good time. The doorman gave 
me a nice compliment.* *0h?* 
I said. *Yes. When I tried to 


get in, he informed me It was 
gay night. I guess he thought I 
was straight." 

'That’s a compliment?* I 
said. And this person is part of 
the gay movement? 

Who exactly Is holding 
us back here? Is it really the 
great, white, straight man. or 
is it our own brothers and 
sisters. I know too many peo¬ 
ple who come out to ACT UP 
demonstrations, wear pink 
triangles when in New York, 
but can't seem to find the 


self-respect within them¬ 
selves to even tell their own 
fucking mother. 

Some of my best gay 
friends still think it's Sandra 
Bernhard's own business 
whether she comes out pub¬ 
licly or not They say. "It's her 
personal life, she doesn't have 
to tell everyone what she does 
in bed.* Who the fuck cares 
what she does in bed? But I 
say rf gays are responsible for 
getting you in an influential 
position, you owe it to young 
gay men and women to give 
them a role model and the self 
respect they need to nurture. 

So who really is keeping 
me down? Who enjoys the 
benefits of being able to party 
at the Roxy on gay nights, buy 
OutWeek magazine openly on 
the newsstand and masturbate 
to GCN's *Men in Rim* ('cause 
they're afraid to rent a porno 
video) but can't get off their 
ass to protest at St. Pat's or 
write Oavld Dinkins a letter 
about how he's finked out on 
us? Who can't even find the 
love within themselves to 
share who they really are with 
their family and friends? 

Pleas tell me who Is really 
keeping me down and when is 
it going to end? 

Bill Hinson 
Brooklyn 

SALES PITCH 

Loved Jay Blotcher’s 
piece on the subtext of per¬ 
fume sales talk. I hope he's a 
regular writer for OutWeek. 
He’s great fun! 

Darrell Perry 


All letters to the edi¬ 
tor must Include a 
name, address and 
daytime phone, al¬ 
though names may 
be withheld at the 
author's request. Oul- 
Werk reserves the 
right to edit letters 
for clarity and space 
considerations. 








Zappalorti’s Killers Will Spend 
Decades Behind Bars 


by Nina Reyes 

NEW YORK—Two men convicted 
of viciously murdering a gay nun on 
Staten Island received lengthy prison 
sentences last week, bringing to a dose 
the case surrounding what observers 
believe was the dry’s first officially classi¬ 
fied bus-tcLatcd murder of a gay man. 

Sentencing followed the two men’s 
unexpected confessions in early Decem¬ 
ber. just prior to the beginning of the 
trial. Federal case law dictates that defen¬ 
dants who plead guilty, and consequent¬ 
ly forfeit going to trial, receive reduced 
sentences, so the two murderers, Midud 
Taylor, 21. and Philip Sario, 27, wiB serve 
slightly less than maximum time of 2Sto- 
lifc for their heinous murder of James 
Zappalorti 

Ami-violence activists who closely 
followed the case expressed sausfacrion 
wth the sentences 

‘Jimmy’s horrible murder was the 
beginning of the worst year of anti-gay 
and anti-lesbian violence in the city's his¬ 
tory,’ remarked Man Foreman, director 
of the New York Qty Gay and Lesbian 
Anti-Violence Project, which spearhead¬ 
ed the effort to bring Zappafortfs killers 
to justice. 

Still troubled by what he called the 
ct/s lethargic response to the crime, and 
still angry about the tidal wave of anti¬ 
gay violence that plagued ieabdra and 
gay men throughout last year. Foreman 
added, ‘Unfortunately, the city missed 
the opportunity this tragedy presented to 
stem this violence.’ 

The only bias-motivated murders in 
the city last year were perpetrated 


against gay men, acccading to Foreman. 

The city’s handling of the case 
enraged the gay and lesbian community 
almost from the beginning, as immense 
pressure was brought to bear before 
Mayor David Dinkins posted a reward 
for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of Zappolorti's kilien 

Although Taylor was arrested shortly 
after murdering 44-year-old James Zap¬ 
palorti, an emotionally disabled Vietnam 
veteran who lived with Taylor's parents 
in a remote comer of Stolen Island, Ills 
accomplice, Sario, fled die stale He was 
later apprehended wth the assistance of 
an individual who was apporendy lured 
by the promise of a reward. 

Taylor, who was charged wth sec¬ 
ond-degree murder and second-degree 
burglary, and who fredy admitted in his 



MURDER TWO —Convicted Wen 
Michael Taylor IaboveI and Philip Sarto, 
leaving Staten Island Supreme Court 
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taped confession that he had been 
moved to murder Zappalortl simply 
because the victim was “queer," received 
a sentence of 23 yeats to life 

It was senseless, it was brutal, and 
we have every reason to bdievc it was 
indefensible.’ said Assistant District Attor¬ 
ney John Loughrey, the prosecutor, in his 
remarks prior to sentencing. 

Sarlo, on the other hand, was 
convicted only of second-degree 
murder, and, according to several 
reports, has vigorously denied that 
his part In the murder was motivated 
by anti-gay bias. He was sentenced to 
18 years to life, and acknowledged 
remorse when given the opportunity 
to speak before sentencing. Taylor, 
however, declined to speak, prompt¬ 
ing Peggy Marlowe, Zappa)orti's sister, 
to comment, “It Just breaks my heart 
that Taylor is not even sorry. It was 
just so unfair what they did.’ 

Both defendants will serve at least 
the minimum number of years in 
prison, with good behavior time credit¬ 
ed only to the maximum sentence, the 
prosecutor explained. 

They both got what they deserved,’ 
commented Loughrey. 1 could never say 
It’s satisfying, but you just try to see 
that they're punished under the law.’ 

The two men killed Zappalorti near¬ 
ly a year ago, in late January 1990, after 
following him to a shack overlooking the 
Arthur Kill that he had built as a retreat 
from his nearby home. Evidence showed 
that the two men had initially planned to 
rob Zappalorti, but that Taylor's extreme 
hatred of homosexuality motivated him 
lo puO a hunting knife out and stab Zap¬ 
palorti at least three times. 

*1 subbed him to kill him,’ the 
judge recalled that Taylor said in his 
taped confession, noting that in his more 
than 40 years on the bench, he had 
never before witnessed the details of a 
murder recounted so matter-of-factly and 
without emotion 

A fourth stab wound revealed H the 
autopsy was not attributed to either 
defendant, although Sarlo reportedly 
bragged about inflicting the wound 
while incarcerated at Rikers Island. 

The murder of Zappalorti was not 
the first time Taylor and Sarlo dabbled in 
gay-bashing, nor will i be the first time 
that they have served hard time. Four 
years ago, according to Loughrey, the 
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STOPtheANGER 

STOPiheDEPRESSION 

STOPtheABUSE 


It hurts to admit you have a 
problem with drugs or alcohol 
But pretending you're fine won’t 
work. Stopping will. 

We can help you (or someone you 
love) to stop now if you'll just let 
. Real, professional help starts 
with picking up the phone. Call. 
Any hour. Any day. 



DIAL 


800 


y////////////////,v/////////////^^^^^ 


STOP NOW 

1 800.786 7669 
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Angry Letter Sheds New Light 
on GMHC’s Top-Post Shuffle 


by Andrew Miller 

NEW YORK—When Gay Men * 
Health Crist* announced the resigna¬ 
tion of it* former executive director 
last summer, speculation swept 
through the gay and AIDS communi¬ 
ties that Jeffrey Braff had been fired 
from the fob he had begun just eight 
months before. 

Now, a letter obtained by Out- 
Week magazine indicates that, rather 
than departing for 'personal and fam¬ 
ily reasons’ as he claimed at the time, 
Braff was forced to resign. 

And in the angry letter. Braff 
makes explosive charges about the 
circumstances surrounding his dis¬ 
missal, Including allegations that his 
activist politics, gregarious sexual 
demeanor and involvement in the 
leather community figured into the 
board’s decision to oust him. The 
letter dated Sept. 24, 1990, was sent 
by Braff to the agency’s 19 board 
members, and accuses some of them 
of *an assassination of my profes¬ 
sional career." 

It is widely believed that the terms 
of a financial settlement agreed to by 
both Braff and the board prevent 
either side from speaking about the 
circumstances surrounding Braffs 
departure. Both Joy Tomchin, the pres¬ 
ident of GMHC’s board of directors, 
and Geoffrey Knox, the agency’s chief 
spokesperson, declined to comment 
on the contents of the letter. 

Even at the time of his dismissal, 
word of his wrangles with the board 
leaked out. One former board member 
told Out Week last August, *GMHC 
needed someone managing the busi¬ 
ness, and Jeff was not living up to staff 
and volunteer expectations.’ 


THE PEN IS MIGHTIER THAN THE BOARD? —Jeffrey Braff 


But beyond discussions of an 
obvious conflict over management 
styles, Braffs letter accuses some on 
the board of homophobia and political 
conservatism. 

*Joy Tomchin told me that some of 
you had made the com-mcnt that I’d 
make a better executive director of 


ACT UP than I would of GMHC," he 
wrote, calling the alleged comment *a 
slur that cheapened the critically 
important role carried out by our 
brothers and sisters in ACT UP.' 

Braff continued: *1 am proud of 
my gayness and of my sexuality in the 
leather community. This offended 




some of you. Too bad. For an organi¬ 
zation called Gay Men 1 * Health Crisis, 
internalized homophobia is an espe¬ 
cially insidious and hypocritical dis¬ 
ease. Before GMHC attempts to 
expand its multicultural horizons, (it] 
first nccdls] to learn to welcome sexual 
difference. Fiscal conservatism at 
GMHC makes sense; altitudinal intran¬ 
sigence about being gay does not’ 

One member of GMHC’s board, 
John Bartolomeo, said that the letter 
he had received from Braff ’was filled 
with a lot of his perceptions of what 
was going on, which may or may not 
have conformed to reality.’ 

Other board members expressed 
dismay and even anger that the topic 
had again come up. To me, it’s a sub¬ 
ject that has been dosed,* said Randy 
Wojcak, another board member. ’It 
doesn't need to be brought out again. 


“I am proud 
of my gay ness 
and of my sexuality in 
the leather community. 
This offended 
some of you. 

Too bad." 

That would be beat for GMHC and for 
Jeff Braff.’ 


Reached for comment at his 
home in Toronto, Braff said, *1 sent a 
letter the board, and 1 am profoundly 
disappointed that I have not received 
a reply to that letter,’ but he declined 
to comment further. Braff began at 
GMHC on Nov. 20. 1989. His resigna¬ 
tion was effective Aug. 3. 1990. 

In his letter, Braff also charges a 
faction on the board with mishand¬ 
ling the process through which they 
assessed his performance. 

*(A]n evaluation that was sup¬ 
posed to be used as a tool for 
improvement was instead used as 
a club to beat me into resigning 
because I wasn’t meeting your 
objectives—objectives that were 
neither given to me nor negotiated 
with me,* he wrote. 

Of the 15 board members con¬ 
tacted for this article, most refused to 


History Repeats Itself, Sort Of 


NEW YORK — Since GMHC 1 * 
invention in Lirry Kramer's living 
room nearly ten years ago. the con¬ 
flicts between activists and advo¬ 
cates. and between the openly gay 
and the less than openly gay. have 
played out in the organization's poli¬ 
cies and politics. 

And one former executive 
director was not surprised that sim¬ 
ilar issues should arise again with 
Jeffrey Braff. 

The AIDS service organiza¬ 
tion’s first executive director, the 
late Paul Popham, was in the closet 
in his professional life. 

‘All the original fights were 
about Paul Popham being in the 
closet,* explained Rodger 
McFarlane. who served in GMHC's 
top post from 1983 until 1985 and 
served on its board prior to that. 

’He wouldn't go on national TV in 
1982 and 1983. so it fell to me or to 
Larry Kramer. And then [the board) " 0DGER "CFARLANE 
would trash us for what we said." 

Sexual behavior was a particularly sticky topic. ’There 
were fights about what you say and how you say it,’ added 
McFarlane. who now presides over Broadway Cares, a phi¬ 
lanthropic AIDS foundation based in the theater industry. 

"There were many specific board conflicts over his 
activist role. Everyone wants GMHC’s executive director to 


be an activist But just what kind 
| | of activist is hard to tease out’ 

V I I added McFarlane. who maintains 
close ties to some GMHC board 
members. “You can't wear a blue 
suit and not offend the bureau¬ 
crats and be aggressively gay. 
Most of us who founded GMHC 
were thoroughly assimilated, and 
it is by any definition an assimi- 
lationist organization.’ 

While he was very critical of 
the way the board handled Braffs 
dismissal, he sees the incident as 
part of a growth process. ’Most 
not-for-profits have trouble bridg¬ 
ing the gap from the vision to the 
mission. You have to chew up a 
few directors until you figure out 
what you’re going to be. And you 
don't just bounce in from Canada 
and land at the front of a move¬ 
ment up to speed." 

The former ED believes that 
the scrutiny of GMHC is ultimately 
OK. ‘It's healthier than any other 
AIDS organization in the country. It's a critical model and labo¬ 
ratory. If we don't get it right here, it's not going to work any¬ 
where else. That's why it merits such dose examination.’ 

Still, six directors in nine years is a high rate of attrition. 
‘People are world-class athletes longer than that,* 
McFarlane quipped. 



— A.M. 






Former GMHC Chief Dies from AIDS 

NEW YORK—Richard Dunne, a 
volunteer, board member and 
former executive director of the 
Gay Men's Health Crisis died of 
AIDS-related causes In 
Providence, RJ on Saturday, Dec. 

20,1990. He was 46 years old. 

Dunne, who started at the 
agency as a volunteer in client 
services in January 1983 and 
served as a board member 
until his staff appointment, 
oversaw the growth of GMHC 
as it became the world’s 
largest community-based AIDS 
organization. 

In a press statement, Joy 
Tomchln, president of the board 
of directors at GMHC. stated: 

‘During a period of incredible 
growth and the accompanying 
growing pains, Richard Dunne 
provided the organization with 
stability and direction, which 
translated into quality services to people with AIDS. He left us with a strong 
organization that will exist as long as the epidemic continues. What we do 
today, and in the future, is possible because Richard gave so much of himself 
to GMHC.‘ 

During Dunne's tenure. GMHC expanded its programs and services, 
reflected in the growth of its staff form 17 to 125. the volunteer corps form 
500 to 1,800, and the budget from $800,000 to $12 million. When Dunne 
originally joined the staff, the agency had served 2,500 people with AIDS; by 
the time he left in September 1989. it had served 8.000. 

Dunne was succeeded as executive director by Jeffrey Braff. The announce¬ 
ment of his death surprised many In Hie gay and AIDS communities. 

‘He kept the state of his health private, and that was how he wished it* 
acknowledge a GMHC spokesperson. 

A complete obituary will appear in next week’s issue of OutWeek 

-A. At 



discuss the letter at all or did not 
return phone calls. But speaking 
privately, one member of the board 
spoke affably of Braff and denied 
that either BrafTs demeanor or his 
politics had anything to do with his 
departure from GMHC. 

Those were two qualities that the 
majority of the board liked in Jeff very 
much—qualities that we hoped to find 
when we searched for a new ED. Jeff 
was very well liked by staff and by 
volunteers, and he had a way with 
people. I found him to be very charm¬ 
ing," the board member told Out Week 

Another source at GMHC, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, was 
less kind. *1 didn't hear him being crit¬ 
icized for being an activist. And I don't 
think his hanging out in leather bars 
had anything to do with it. The organi¬ 
zation was basically leaderless, and the 
board was too involved in day-to-day 
operations, and that led to disarray." 

A former executive with Bell 
Canada for 18 years, Braff, a New York 
native who holds dual US/Canadlan 
citizenship, also chaired the Canadian 
AIDS Society, an Ottawa-based coali¬ 
tion of that country’s 40 community- 
based AIDS organizations, from 1988 
until he began at GMHC. 

His brief tenure at GMHC was 
perhaps most distinguished by the 
activist tenor he quickly brought to an 
agency that many perceived to be 
mired in bureaucracy; He frequently 
attended ACT UP meetings, and 
strongly defended the ACT UP-led 
protest at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
December of 1989, when roost other 
community leaden either denounced it 
or said nothing. 

Braff. with his booming voice and 
a bearish frame well over six feet, cuts 
a lively and imposing figure and had a 
reputation for being well liked by 
GMHC staffers and volunteers. He 
often appeared at the office in blue 
jeans and a flannel shirt, the same 
attire he could be found wearing while 
relaxing with friends and acquain¬ 
tances at various gay bars in Chelsea 
and the West Village. 

He has applied for a job at the 
helm of the Gay Games, which will be 
held here in 1994. 

Braff was succeeded by Tim 
Sweeney, who served previously as 
GMHCs deputy director. The agency 


•first in the fight against AIDS’ fills 
six floors of the seven-story building 
it occupies on West 20th Street in 
Chelsea and recently rented more 
space at another building a block 
away. It acts as advocate, service 
provider and social outlet for over 
3,000 clients with AIDS and HIV 
infection. 

But even as it continues to 
expand, it is struggling to keep pace 
financially with the increased demand 
for its services that New York City’s 
staggering caseload generates 

"GMHC does good work," Braff 


told OutWeek. "And it could do 
much better work.* Indeed, Braffs 
letter concludes with a plea for 
change in the way GMHC handles its 
internal affairs. 

"tOonsider the dangers that a self- 
elected, self-governing and self-per¬ 
petuating board of a community-based 
organization poses to the community 
which it purports to serve,* he sug¬ 
gested at the end of his letter. "And 
don't let the fiscal conservatism of the 
agency be the all-too-convenlent 
excuse for avoiding the imperative of 
responsibility. "W 
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Gavel-to-Gavel Coverage 

Are the Federal Courts Closing 
the Doors on Gay Rights? 



by Victoria A. Brownworth 

WASHINGTON—Last 
month, former US 
Supreme Court Justice 
Lewis Powell admitted that 
be may have erred when 
he cast the swing vote in 
the crucial gay rights case 
of Bowers v. Hardwick. 

Many gay men and les¬ 
bians were shocked and 
angry. But among those 
who work in the arena of 
civil liberties law and gay 
rights advocacy, Powell's 
comments, while provoca¬ 
tive, did not surprise. 

The federal court sys¬ 
tem was incorporated to 
preserve the rights of the 
individual, to offer the 
“common man’ or, presum¬ 
ably, woman a day in 
court—an opportunity for 
justice not offered by other 
legal or legislative alterna¬ 
tives. The federal courts— 
appeals courts and the US 
Supreme Court—have 
been the place where 
Americans have tried their 
most important civil liber¬ 
ties cases. 

But that system is 
changing, most notably 
through appointments to 
the bench from the 
Reagan and Bush administrations. 
Conservatives now hold the majority 
of positions on the federal courts. 


Noted one lesbian rights advocate: 
“These people are not representative 
of us. They don't want to hear us. 


They don't care about 
us. We are nothing to 
them. We don't exist.* 
Those comments, 
by Karen Strauss, asso¬ 
ciate director of the 
San Francisco-based 
National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, are 
echoed by others work¬ 
ing for gay rights. 

The history of 
those changes begin 
with the Reagan admin¬ 
istration. When he was 
first campaigning for 
the presidency, Ronald 
Reagan noted that he 
intended to “reshape" 
the courts in a more 
conservative image, and 
reshape them he did. Of 
the 466 federal judges 
who have been ap¬ 
pointed by Reagan and 
hts successor, President 
Bush, 86 percent are 
white men of a Repub¬ 
lican, conservative back¬ 
ground. Only 9 percent 
are women, 3 percent 
Hispanic and 2 percent 
African American. There 
is not a single openly 
gay or lesbian judge on 
the federal courts. 

The shift In the 
demographics of the courts is dramatic. 
During the Carter administration, only 64 
percent of federal appointments were 










news 

Moscow Gays Face Off 
With KGB 

Activist murder may be KGB set-up 


by Rex Wockner 

MOSCOW—Ten key gay activists 
who were interrogated by police here 
on Dec. 17 say that the authorities are 
on a hunting expedition for some legal 
snafu to use against the city's only 
gay organization. 

The police questioning took place 
a few weeks after an activist was brutal¬ 
ly murdered in his apartment here. 

One of the activists who was inter¬ 
rogated, Moscow Gay and Lesbian 
Union founder Roman Kalinin, says that 
the police required the group to show 
its financial records. "They're looking 
for some reason to bring a trial against 
us,* he said. ‘But we're dean. There's 
nothing they can get us on. We passed 
the first attack." 

Nonetheless, MGLU has handed its 
finances over to "a gay businessman,’ 
Kalinin said. 

Police also visited Kalinin's parents 
in late December, urging that they limit 
their son's political activities. Kalinin has 
had minimal contact with his parents 
since he came out of the doset. due to 
their negative reaction. In December, 
Kalinin toured the US to publicize the 
gay and lesbian movement in the USSR. 

Meanwhile, mystery continues to 
surround the late November murder of 
gay activist Alexander Lukeshev, who 
was the editor of ,\ew Life, a key news¬ 
paper of the Soviet democratic move¬ 
ment. Lukeshev's body was found burn¬ 
ing on a stack of books in his apartment. 

The official Soviet press reported 
that Lukeshev was murdered by a Jeal¬ 
ous 16 -year-old lover, who, authorities 
say, is in custody. Kalinin doesn’t 
believe this. He theorized that the KGB 
murdered Lukeshev as a warning to the 
democratic and gay movements. He 



says that his suspi¬ 
cions are supported 
by the fact that the 
murder is being report¬ 
ed in the press in "a 
very dirty and cruel 
way, focusing on [Luke- 
shev'sl gay lifestyle.' 

Lukeshev was also 
writing a book of in¬ 
side information about 
the democratic move¬ 
ment—information 
which authorities did 
not want to see pub¬ 
lished, Kalinin says. 

Kalinin and Lukeshev 
were friends and Kali¬ 
nin sometimes teased 
Lukeshev in the pages 
of Tema, Russia 's only 
gay paper, which 
Kalinin publishes 
"This murder has 
people scared," said 
Julie Dorf, co-chair of 
the San Francisco- 
based International 
Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Com¬ 
mission, which works 
closely with Moscow activists. "It s the 
second murder of a democratic leader, 
and [activists] believe it is the KGB. The 
murders, together with the rise in 
power of the KGB in the post month, 
have had their effect" 

Moscow activists are fighting back. 
Kalinin says that MGLU and its newspa¬ 
per, Tema, will file a libel suit against 
government media outlets—including 
Pnwda and the Soviet Telegraph Agcn- 
cy—ovcr allegedly false and damaging 
news reports attacking the gay move¬ 


ment. The liberal Moscow City Council 
is backing MGLU in the action, accord¬ 
ing to Dorf. 

Work is also progressing on 
MGLUs plans for an AIDS center and 
Kalinin is arranging a live satellite TV 
hookup between San Francisco and 
Moscow to discuss domestic-partner¬ 
ship laws. Plans are also on track for 
this summer's first-ever Gay Pride 
Parades, film festivals and conferences 
in Moscow and Leningrad, which will 


20 OUTWIIK J< 


























OUTTAKES 


CHICAGO PASSES 
HATE CRIMES 
LAW 43-0 

CHICAGO—To the surprise of les¬ 
bian and gay campaigners, the Chicago 
hate crimes ordinance passed the City 
Council here on Dec. 19 by a vote of 
434). 

Even the council's most vocal 
homophobe, Alderman Robert Shaw, 


was moved by testimony of anti-gay vio¬ 
lence perpetrated by Chicago police offi¬ 
cers and cast a vote to increase penalties 
for such crimes. 

Chicago is believed to be the first 
city or state to pass a gay-tndusivr hate- 
crimes bw by a unanimous vote. 

*1 hope that this ordinance serves to 
underscore the message that the violation 
of human rights and crimes based on 
hatred will not be tolerated,* said Mayor 
Richard Daley. 


coordinated by Action Network for 
Lesbian and Gay Issues—a small acthri* 
hit-squad that focuses on major projects 
one at a time and tolerates no distrac¬ 
tions. The key members are Joo-Henri 
Damski, Laurie Dfetman. Rick Garcia and 
Arthur Johnston. The group led the final 
push that won Chicago a gay rights law 
In 1988. 

The new hatc-crimcs law increases 
penalties for virtually all hate-mothrated 
crimes based on age. ancestry, color, dtv 
abilky, gender, handicap, health-related 
condition, national origin, race, religion 
or sacual orientation 

It also instructs the city Com mi s si on 
an Human Relations to help victims deal 
with appropriate agencies and police and 
develop programs to reduce the inci¬ 
dence of lute crimes. 

Rest-time hate-crime violators will 
face up to an extra $1,000 fine and an 
extra one year in prison. 

Illinois passed a similar hate-crimes 
law this past foU. but activists felt a city 
bw was necessary because, as Garda put 
1. 'Folks know how to call City Hall ‘ 

In addition, unlike the state law, the 
Chicago law includes gender among its 
categories. Women's advocates and oth¬ 
ers were angry that state lawmakers 
seemingly overlooked gender-based 
hatc-crimcs. 

Meanwhile, some concern has 
emerged nationally about the legality of 
lute-crimes laws. 

A local judge recently declared 
Michigan's hate-crimes bw unconstitu¬ 
tional, saying it violated the First Amend¬ 
ment right to fire speech. 

Supporters of the laws counter that 
the statutes do not hinge on what a per¬ 
son says or believes, but rather the 'moti¬ 
vation* for a crime. 

Given the fineness of this line. 
Robert Bray, spokesperson for the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
admitted. *Wc may have to tighten up 
and recraft these hate-crimes bws In 
response to this freedom-of-spcech 
controversy.* 

—Hex Woclmer 


Lobbying for the measure was 



KWANZA A BONANZA 


NEW YORK—On Friday. Dec. 28. the third night of the Third Annual 
Lesbian and Gay People of Color Kwanzaa Celebration, the Community 
Center was alive with the sounds, sights and smells of celebration. 

Pictured here is the Right Reverend Cicely P. Broderick y Guerra, who 
joined hundreds of celebrants lor Ujima, or the commemoration of collective 
work and responsibility. Candles are lit each night of the weeklong festival 
that emphasizes seven different principles of communalism. 

Also on hand was mayoral liaison Marjorie Hill, who gave a very per¬ 
sonal account of the history of the holiday, an African-American holiday 
based on a compilation of African traditions. 

The week of ceremonies was sponsored by Gay Men of African 
Descent African-American Wimmin united for Societal Change. Men of All 
Colors Together, Bronx Lesbians United in Sisterhood. Asian Pacific 
Islanders, the Boncua Gay and Lesbian Forum and the Other Countries writ¬ 
ers collective. 

—Andrew Miller end T.L. Lift 



BROOKLYN 
JUDGE SAYS NO 
TO SPOUSAL 
SHARE 

NEW YORK—Acting Surrogate Vin¬ 
cent Pizzuto of Brooklyn has dismissed 
an attempt by a surviving gay life-part¬ 
ner to claim a spousal share against 
the estate of his deceased partner. 

Ruling in Estate of William Thomas 
Cooper published in the New York Law 
Journal on Dec. 28, Pizzuto rejected 
the argument that refusal to allow a gay 
partner to elect against an estate violat¬ 
ed Equal Protection requirements or die 
Court of Appeals' 1989 Brascbi deci¬ 
sion. Under New York estates law, a 
surviving spouse has a right to claim up 
to one-third of the estate, regardless of 
any will left by the decedent. 

Pizzuto went behind the estates 
law claim to rule that exclusion of gays 
from the ability to marry in New York is 
constitutional. Citing old cases from 
other jurisdictions. Pizzuto held that the 
state's interest hi promoting heterosexu¬ 
al marriage as a stable environment for 
procreation and raising children justified 
the state's refusal to make marriage 
available to lesbians and gay men. 

The contestant, Ernest Chin, had 
argued that his exclusion from electing 
a spousal share was a compounded 
Equal Protection violation because of 
the underlying exclusion from marriage. 

Pizzuto also rejected Chin’s argument 
that as a family member under BrnscWhe 
should be entitled to elect a share. 

The Brascbi decision recognized 
gay partners as family members for pur¬ 
poses of a regulation governing evictions 
form rent-control] ed apartments 

Pizzuto commented. There is a 
great distinction between being port of a 
family entkled to the protect»oo of rent- 
control laws because of public policy 
and legislative intent and in being a sur¬ 
viving spouse of a decedent.' 

He also said that it would be inap¬ 
propriate 'judicial legislation' for him to 
extend the right to a spousal share 
beyond the relationships recognized by 
the Legislature 

New York attorney Bradley B. Davis 
represented Chin. 

—Arthur S. Leonard 




































GET DOWNTOWN 
AND UCK MY BOOTS: 

Manhattan's Meat Packing 
District, located at the tat¬ 
tered edges of the West 
Village, has long been haunt¬ 
ed by the ghosts of steamy 
sex dubs like the Anvil (sigh) 
and the Mineshaft (yes. Sir). 
And a recent spate of club 
raids following the deadly fire 
by ANDREW MILLER at the Happy Land social dub 
In the Bronx left the area near 
Fourteenth Street and Ninth Avenue positively chilly at night 
after the city padlocked a new generation of safer-sex dubs 
like the Locker Room and the Annex 

But don't stow away your leather harness and mirror 
sunglasses for the winter with your Fire Island beachwear. 
Cell Block 28 is once again open for your pain and plea¬ 
sure.’ and hot, safer sex-style lips-above-the-hips leather 
action can once again be had at 28 Ninth Avenue on 
Monday. Tuesday and Wednesday nights. Call (212) 733- 
3144 for more info. See you there. 

I JUST LIKE THINGS A UTTLE ROUGH. AND 
YOU’D BETTER NOT DISAGREE: Speaking of 
leather, Gay Male S/M Activists will be celebrating its tenth 
anniversary with a gala weekend-long conference at the 
Community Center here in New York on March 8-9. Planned 
highlights indude more seminars, panels and how-to work¬ 
shops than you could ever attend, a performance by leather- 
woman/comedienne Lynn Lavner and a keynote address by 
Rodger Mcfarlane. executive director of Broadway Cares. And 
rumor has it that a certain OutWeek editor will be discussing 
Madonna's recent hanky-panky at a panel on how the media 
looks at S/M. 

Despite the group's name, both women and men are 
invited to attend Registering before Feb. 15 will cost you 60 
smackers and save you $15. For more information, call 
(212)727-9878. 


JESUS, MARY: The December issue of the American 
Gay A Lesbian Atheist newsletter has called for a mail zap of 
our good friends at the Advocate. Don Sanders, the 
newsletter's editor, was offended by the magazine's Dec. 4 
issue, which offered a look at gay and lesbian involvement 
in organized religion, complete with a cover photo of a 
lesbian minister with *a tiara of barbed wire encircling her 
bleeding forehead.’ 

•Is the only time a woman is fit to grace the cover of 
the national gay/lesbian newsmagazine' when she is por¬ 
traying a martyr for Jesus?" the article asks.The New York 
City chapter of AG LA reportedly celebrated the winter sol¬ 
stice a little late, with a cold buffet at the Community 
Center on Sunday, Jan. 6. 

SHUFFLE BOARD: Two 

senior staff members at Am FAR 
have been promoted to the 
newly created positions of 
assistant executive director by 
Robert Brown, the organiza¬ 
tion^ new chief. They are Terry 
Beirn, formerly the AIDS 
research foundation’s program 
officer, and Jay Theodore, the 
agency’s grants officer. And for¬ 
mer policymaker David Corkery, 
a longtime fixture at AmFAR. 
has been replaced by Anne 
Harrison-Clark. a colleague of 
Brown's from the March of 
Dimes, where he was a corporate vice-president and she 
was his director of public affairs. 

Meanwhile, longtime gay activist and fund-raiser Randy 
Hose became co-chair of the board of the Human Rights 
Campaign Fund after an election at a board meeting in 
Philadelphia late last year. In a press statement. Kloee said 
that as a person with AIDS, he has taken a particular interest 
in HRCFs work on AIDS research and education legislation 
in his three-and-one-half years as a board member. 




LIMITS ON AIDS 
BENEFITS 
KNOCKED DOWN 

INDIANAPOLIS—AIDS advocacy 
groups are hailing an important insur¬ 
ance-related decision in Indiana, where 
the state Civil Rights Commission has 
ruled against a company whose insur¬ 
ance plan placed severe limits on AIDS- 
related daims. 

Lincoln Foodservkcs Products has 
been ordered by the Indiana Qvil Rights 
Commission, or ICRC to revise its self¬ 


insured employee benefits plan so that X 
will provide employees with AIDS the 
same coverage it offers to employees 
with other illnesses. 

Hie Dec. 3 ruling culminated a 1909 
lawsuit against the company filed by 
Kenneth Westhovan, an industrial engi¬ 
neer at Lincoln for seven years. 

After getting sick with AIDS. 
Westhoven reportedly submitted disabil¬ 
ity claims but was told that his company 
had amended its insurance plan to cur¬ 
tail benefits for people with AIDS while 
increasing benefits and coverage for 
people with other illnesses. The Lincoln 
plan reportedly set a lifetime cap of 


$50,000 on AIDS-related claims, while 
maintaining a $1-million limit for most 
other illnesses. 

Wcsthovcns lawyers took the case 
before the ICRC, charging that the dis¬ 
crepancy in benefits was clearly in vio¬ 
lation of the state's civil rights law, 
which prohibits discrimination based on 
handicap. 

ICRC hearing officer Paul De Prez 
agreed He ordered Lincoln to remove all 
discriminatory exclusions or caps on 
AIDS or HIV Illness and refected the 
company's daim that the discrimination 
was financially justified, calling it an 
‘exaggeration.* 
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Evan WoUsom of the Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, who 
helped defend Westhoven, called the rul¬ 
ing a "Welcome first victory.’ 

According to Wolfson, the case 
demonstrates that strong anti-discrimina¬ 
tion laws can be an important tool in 
fighting off a growing number of insur¬ 
ance companies who are ’scrambling to 
find ways to avoid paying for lifesaving 
treatment for people with HIV.’ 

The company has not yet decided 
whether it will appeal the decision. 

—Maer Rosbm/New York 

AFRICAN 
NATIONAL 
CONGRESS 
EMBRACES GAY 
RIGHTS 

The African National Congress 
has included a gay-rights law in its 
draft bill of rights for the new South 
African Constitution. 

The ANC is one of the nation's 
largest Black political parties, headed 
by anti-apartheid leader Nelson 
Mandela. 

The move followed heavy lobby¬ 
ing from Cape Town’s Organization of 
Lesbian and Gay Activists. 


OUXTAK.I 


are very excited and consider 
this a major victory for the lesbian and 
gay movement,’ said OLGA spokesper¬ 
son Derrick fine. 

‘At the same time, we are mindful 
of the fact that there is a long struggle 
ahead to change people's attitudes and 
to win over other parties who will be 
involved in the negotiating process for 
a new South African Constitution.* 

The relevant passage of the draft 
document reads, *Discriminat»on on the 
grounds of gender, single parenthood, 
legitimacy of birth or sexual orientation 
shall be unlawful.* 

The draft is being circulated for 
comment within the ANC and the mass 
democratic movement. 

Should the gay rights protections 
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Activists Call for Break in 
Drug-Approval Deadlock 


by CIHf O’Neill 

WASHINGTON—AIDS service and 
activist groups, trying to jump-stan the 
approval process of two promising AIDS 
treatments, are demanding a meeting 
wth the Food and Drug Administration 
and two drug companies to get the med¬ 
ications approved by the end of 1991 

The drugs, ddl and ddC, are under 
study in clinical trials. The medications 
are potential alternatives to ACT, to date 
the only FDA-approved therapy for light¬ 
ing HIV. 

‘Drugs like ddl and ddC offer the 
only realistic hope of further suppression 
of HIV infection,' said Dr. Peter Hawley, 
medical director of the Whitman-Walker 
Clinic in Washington, DC *Our patients 
know these newer drugs are probably 
not cures and that not all the research is 
done to determine their long-term com¬ 
plications, Exit many would be under¬ 
standably happy to have a chance at 
having a long-term' complication.’ 

The problem with the drogs' current 
experimental status, he and other 
advocates said, is that only the sickest 
people can participate in the available 
drug studies, leaving roost who could 
benefit from the therapies outside of 
their reach. Those who do receive the 
drugs, they add, go on to incur expenses 
in traveling to the site of the studies to 
receive treatment 

The solution, they all agree, is for 
the drugs to be granted FDA approval. 
This, they note, would make the drugs 
more widely available and would allow 
insurance programs to cover their cost 

For the past 18 months, AIDS 
activists have been pressuring the FDA to 
broaden and speed dinical trials of the 
two medications so that HIV patients 
who cannot tolerate ACT. or for whom 
the drug has ceased to be effective, can 
receive the medications. 

Those who are desperate for alter¬ 


natives to ACT must be provided hope 
and a guarantee that those working on 
alternatives have the same sense of 
urgency as they do in their struggle to 
stay alive,* said Daniel Brass, executive 
director of the AIDS Action Council. 

Physicians investigating the drugs 
daim to have been able to keep in check 
the therapies' chief side effects—limb 


numbness in the case of both drugs and 
an inflammation of the pancreas in the 
case of ddL One activist. Dr. Gene Zaglin 
of San Francisco’s Project Inforum, sug¬ 
gested that there s now more safety data 
available on ddl than on ‘any other drug 
in FDA history.’ having been tested on 
an unprecedented 10,000 subjects. 



Women and AIDS 

Two major conferences on women and AIDS—one from an interna¬ 
tional perspective, the other covering domestic problems—were held 
last month. 

On World AIDS Day, Dec. 1. participants at a UN conference dis¬ 
cussed the problem of AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa as well as in US cities. 
Three-million women worldwide are infected with the human immunode- 
fiency virus, according to the World Health Organiation. 

The US National Institutes of Health held its first Women and AIDS 
Conference on Dec. 13-14 in Washington, DC. Participants occasionally 
disrupted the proceedings to accuse government officials of ignoring 
the problem (above). According to the Centers for Disease Control, in 
1990 AIDS among women increased 31 percent, compared with 22 per¬ 
cent for men. — P.HC. 
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Baby AIDS Studies Elicit 
Alarm, Understanding 


by Joe Clark 

TORONTO—Results of a survey of 
HIV infection in newborn Ontario babies 
drew protests from government officials 
and the press, while a similar study in 
Quebec met with less uproar. 

At a recent conference, University of 
Toronto researcher Randell Coates pre¬ 
sented preliminary results of a study in 
which blood samples from most of the 
babies born in Ontario over a one-year 
period were tested for HIV antibodies 
Though such "baseline scroprevalence’ 
studies have been conducted in many 
states and in Europe, they are relatively 
new in Canada. The Ontario study 
detected 21 HIV-positive mothers from 
among more than 67,000 newborns, indi¬ 
cating a relatively moderate infection rate 
of 31 per 10,000. 

Rena Arshinoff, Coates' study coor¬ 
dinator. explained that women of child¬ 
bearing age were selected as research 
subjects to track the spread of heterosex¬ 
ual HIV infection. Ethical guidelines, 
which ordinarily forbid testing people 
without informed consent, do pemM HIV 
testing on blood taken for other purposes 
if the samples arc anonymous. All 
Ontario newborns undergo blood tests 
for certain treatable disorders, and it was 
these samples which Coates’ team used. 

Arshinoff cautions that while the 
presence of HIV antibodies in a baby 
implies that the mother b infected, the 
same may not be true for the baby. "In 
the early stages of life, the mother’s anti¬ 
bodies cross the placenta but are usually 
shed" by the baby’s first birthday. Arshi¬ 
noff says. Some 30 percent to 50 percent 
of HIV-positive newborns will remain so 
after one year. 

Though the study was well pubti- 
cized at its Initiation in 1989. the results 
were greeted with indignation by com¬ 
mentators, who demanded that the HIV¬ 
positive mothers be informed of their 
results. Evelyn Gigantes. the Ontario Min¬ 
ister of Health who had hdd office only 
a few weeks when the results were 
released, told the local press: "I’d be 
bloody mad if it were me. It’s not good 
that mothers may have given the HIV 


vims and not know and not be told." 
(Ministry officials now say that the minis¬ 
ter will not comment further until she 
obtains "more information.") Even 
Ontario Premier Bob Rae publicly criti¬ 


cized the study. 

Arshinoff feels the objections stem 
from a lack of understanding of the 
seroconversion process of newborns. 
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After the Revolution 

by Susie Oey 


I 'm siting wail Linda in a small, stuffy 
room with glass walls, through which 
the guards keep a constant watch Unda 
and I have discussed the Dally News 
strike and municipal layoffs Now we're 
exchanging cute lesbo sex stories. Linda's 
been reading On Our Saab—thinks that 
she likes It but figures that she can't 
decide for sure until she's looked at a lot 
mote pictures. I tell her that once, my 
friend in Minneapolis was using her 
vtorator, when a man 
from the electric com¬ 
pany knocked on the 
door and.- 

Linda Evans has 
just been given two 
concurrent five-year 
sentences for plead- 
ng guilty to conspira¬ 
cy in a series of politi¬ 
cal bombings. In 
prison since 1985, she 
already had a 35-year • 
sentence for using 
false names to pur¬ 
chase legal handguns 
with which she'd 
planned to defend 
herself form the Ku 
Klux Klan. Compare 
and contrast: Linda 
was arrested in the 
same 

Louisiana where an 


years, served two. 

That’s ironic Irony is our friend It 
allows us to see that the reality we take 
for granted is not realistic. To tdl this 
story, then, I will need a lot of irony. And 
I still wont be able to tell it 

All this weekend, I have been say¬ 
ing goodbye. I am in the Washington. 
DC, Jail, and I have been saying goodbye 


Alan Berkman still lies chained to his bed 
in the hospital across the street, his 
parole denied. 

Now the women have been sen¬ 
tenced; Marilyn was just sent to Marianru 
prison In Florida. Soon the others will be 
moved to various maximunvaecurity pris¬ 
ons in remote parts of the country, where 
they’ll be regularly monitored, shackled, 
siip-searchcd, censored, sometimes beat¬ 
en up. maybe just put into isolation units 
for years at a time. Al 
this so that whole¬ 
some, law-abiding 
folk Idee us will for¬ 
get, if we ever knew, 
tha they existed 
I had never 
entered a prison 
before I came here 
two years ago to 
interview the women 
in the case for an atti- 
de on political pris¬ 
oners. t had never 
met any revolutionar¬ 
ies, either Tear down 
this society? Build a 
new one? Devote 
your life to that? Oh. 
please. God forbid, in 
such a world as this, 
you should care 
about anything too 
much. 


to some prisoners. Maybe you've heard 
of the Terrorists,' four women and two 
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Msrifyn Buck. Men Berbnen end Susan Rosenberg—the Reusttnce Conrpirecy Six 


Imperial Wizard of the KKK was tried for 
attempting to set up a drug ring on a 
Black Caribbean island with a boatload 
of illegal grenades, rocket-launchers, 
machine guns He was sentenced to ten 


Susie Day, whose column ’Out oj 
Control' has appeared in OutWeck 
since the magazines inception, has cov¬ 
ered the Resistance Conspiracy Dial for 
the progress** pnssfor hm years 


men, who were accused of bombing the 
Capitol in protest of the 198} US Invasion 
of Grenada. Unlike the invasion, the 
explosion caused no deaths or injuries 
Nor did the other protest bombings of 
which the group was also accused. Las 
September, lesbians Linda Evans and 
Laura Whitehorn, along with Marilyn 
Buck, pled gufey, so that charges could 
be dropped against their three codefen¬ 
dants, one of whom has cancer and 
could thereby be released on parole But 


"Why don't they just play the game?" 
people ask. *Say they're sorry, say 
they've changed? They don't have to 
mean t' 

There’s a good chance that Laura 
Whitehorn could have walked out of her 
sentencing and onto the street, if she had 
done that Held for years without had, 
she was the only one of the defendants 
who wasn't already serv ing a sentence. 
Instead, she chose to stand up in court 
and teO the judge about the violence of 


his government, and how in (he DC Jail 
she had held inmates in her arms, burn¬ 
ing with fever, dying, untreated, of AIDS; 
idd him how, when Panther leader Bed 
Hampton was murdered in 1968 by 
Chicago police, she had dedicated her 
life to fighting the ‘cynical, corrupt thing 
that calls itself US democracy ' 

I sit with Laura now in a fluorescent- 
>y lit cubide. and she points out a kid in 
the adjacent booth who looks no more 
than 15. It's obvious that he doesn't 
understand a word that his public 
defender is saying. Did the kid do it? 
Does it matter? Like more and more 
African-American men, he will probably 
spend years of his life in prison. ‘He 
hasn't even lived yet,* says Laura. 

Laura, who compose s rap songs for 
people's birthdays. Laura, who adores 
women and draws me flowers and funny 
cartoons in her letters, who worries more 
about Alan than anybody. The judge 
called her a danger to the community 
and gave her the maximum sentence of 
20 years. Compare and contrast: The 
same judge sentenced John Poindexter, 
the former defense secretary implicated 
in the deaths of thousands of Central 
Americans through his role in die Iran- 
Contra affair, to six months, 

“1 fod sorry for them, but they are 
where they are because of their white 
guilt.* I've heard variations of this from 
certain progressive- New York grown-ups 
with respectable jobs. They were out of 
touch with the movement, had the wrong 
historical analysis. Ridiculous, in these 
times, to call yourself a revolutionary.* 

I am not a revolutionary, but Susan 
Rosenberg and I are both Librans—our 
special point of soao-polncal unity. Vfc 
sit making plans to build a Libran 
Defense Front and call each other 
Toots." Susan is sick of being asked 
how she survived the Lexington High 
Security Unit, where the government 
conducted sensory deprivation experi¬ 
ments on her and two other women for 
almost two years. But she has served 
only five of her 58-year sentence for 
weapons possession and could—like any 
political prisoner in this country—find 
herself in Lexington conditions again. 

1 wonder perversely what John 
Poindexter would have said if he knew 
that Susan was taped by a prison doctor. 
Maybe that she was asking for it: a white 
woman committed to Black liberation, a 
Jew committed to Palestinian 


independence. Once, when we were 
talking about some invasion or other that 
the US had earned out in the name of 
democracy, I remarked. The madness of 
the 20th century is irony.* 

The madness of the 20th century,* 
Susan answered, *is genocide * 

Slop ubereyvu are, tittle girt Wbal's 


that under your dress? You're not gonna 
bomb the Captol, are you? Gee, no. offi¬ 
cer. I'm going to uete about bombing * 
Then 111 write about bombing the Library 
of Congress and the Jefferson Memorial 
and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. I want 
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INSIDER TRADING 


It Cannot Be True 

by Allen Roskoff 


N ew York state 
Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Robert Abrams 
is definitely running 
fix the US Senate in 
1992, according to a 
high-level source in 
the Abrams appara¬ 
tus. The attorney 
general has aban¬ 
doned previous 
plans for running for governor 

Abrams has been an outspoken sup¬ 
porter of gay and lesbian rights since he 
entered politics in (he '60s and is a real 
class act Abrams’ mentor and alter ego is 
openly gay public-relations guru Ethan 
Gcto. Geto’s involvement as a gay activist 
is a long and proud one, beginning with 
the Gay Activist Alliance and including 
seeing the city’s gay rights ordinance 
through from introduction to passage. 
Countless meetings and strategy sessions 
have been held in Geto’s home and 
office over the years, and he’s been a fre¬ 
quent behind-the-scenes negotiator for 
our causes. Gcto is one of our communi¬ 
ty’s unsung heroes, and Abrams has been 
well served by the association. 

Also considering a run for Alfonse 
D’Amato's Senate seat is Congress mem¬ 
ber Robert Mrazek from Great Neck, 
who has already set up an exploratory 
committee. Other names mentioned 
include Comptroller Liz Holtzman, 
Congress member Charles Schumer (Mr. 
Moderate) and former Congress member 
Geraldine Ferraro. 

Abrams is the only candidate who 
has successfully run statewide Although 
Holtzman has shown a strong statewide 
base, she hasn’t faced voters outside of 
the city in ten years. This past year, 
Abrams won reelection by the largest 
majority of any New York statewide 
candidate. It should be noted, however, 
that Holtzman won overwhelmingly in 
her bid for comptroller, and she enjoys 
solid, statewide feminist support. Holtz- 


man's backing of lesbian and gay rights 
dates back to her congressional spon¬ 
sorship of the gay and lesbian rights bdl 
and her early support of the City Coun¬ 
cil ordinance. 

As Abrams looks to move on, at 
leas two officials are eyeing his present 
post One is Assembly member Oliver 
Koppd from the Riverdale section of the 
Bronx Koppd is a longtime sponsor of 
our bills in Albany and has an impecca¬ 
ble record on our rights. He seems to 
have the backing of his Assembly col¬ 
leagues. Then there is Ken Grfobio, the 


Any proposal 
to do away with the 
Human Rights 
Commission 
is ridiculous and 
unacceptable. 


district attorney from Rockland County. 
Gribbcz's political apparatus was modest¬ 
ly hdpful this post year to Sean Scrub, a 
gay man who ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress in Grfobitzs district. The attor¬ 
ney general post is a significant one for 
our community, and it’s important that 
we always have a friend there. We'll 
keep our eyes on this one. 

•The rumors cannot be true; Any 
proposal to do away with the city's 
Human Rights Commission is ridiculous 
and unacceptable. Because its implica¬ 
tions are so devastating I cannot believe 
that the proposal is even under consider¬ 
ation. After all, David Dinkins cam¬ 
paigned on a promise to enhance the 
Commission, which is now led by an 



openly gay man, Dennis DeLeon, and 
which just added longtime gay activist 
Andy Humm to its roster of 15 commis¬ 
sioners. Humm’s p re s e n ce on the Com¬ 
mission will serve us well. He is a visible 
activist with strong community roots. As 
the terms for the Koch-appointed com¬ 
missioners end, I anticipate that progres¬ 
sive lesbian and gay representation on 
the Commission will grow. We elected 
Dinkins because we wanted change, and 
putting Humm on the Commission is a 
move in that direction. The HRC will not 
be axed. Dinkins cannot let us down. 

Speaking of Dinkins, John Plateau 
appears to be coming in as the mayor’s 
new chief of staff. Flateau has worked 
with progressive gay activists for many 
years and served as field coordinator in 
the Dinkins mayoral campaign. A prod¬ 
uct of Brooklyn’s progressive Black com¬ 
munity, Flateau has labored for good 
causes like Jesse Jackson and Assembly 
members A1 Vann, Rodger Green and 
Clarence Norman. Flateau has been quite 
hdpful in many a good cause, and we 
can look forward to his continuing work 
with our community and for many of our 
issues. Flateau is taking a leave from a 
stint as partner of the successful public 
affairs firm, DPC 

• Bella Abzug’s youngest daughter 
was reportedly planning to run for the 
projected "gay" City Council seat on the 
West Side of Manhattan. But now that 
state Senator Fred Ohrcnstein will be 
going on trial in February, the youngest 
Abzug is shifting her sites to his sate 
Senate seat and keeping all her 
options open. 

Arthur Stridder, longtime gay activist 
and chair of Community Board Two, is 
also looking at what one ran only hope 
will be a winnable gay district, compris¬ 
ing both the Village and Cheisea This, of 
course, is the same seat that Tom Duane 
has his pretty gay eyes on. 





Bronx A' 

Lesbians jW 

United In 
Sisterhood A 

Bronx Lesbians United In 
Sisterhood (BLUS , pronounced 
’Mims'), is a multi-racial group of 
women of all ages, committed to 
promoting solidarity with, and 
opening avenues of communication 
among lesbians In the Bronx, and the 
other outer borough^ 


OUR SKIN DOC 


the lack of a visible and organized 
presence of lesbians in the Bronx. 
The group is dedicated to outreach, 
education, and the identification of 
the unique needs of the Bronx lesbian 
community. We have targeted the 
following need* 

• Establishing a proud and 
positive identification as 
lesbians within our community 

• Distribution of information 
about existing services In other 
boroughs, and an assessment 
of needed services for the 
gay and lesbian community 
within our borough. 

• Organizing activities and a 
group which fosters educational, 
cultural and political awareness 

• Outreach to other gay and 
non-gay groups alike for 
coalition building. 

VGc envi s ion BLUS as a community 
organization that will continue to grow 
and change in its efforts, according to 
the needs of its members. Vfe invite 
you to become part of the effort to 
make the Bronx lesbian community a 
stronger and more visible presence. 
We are everywhere and proud to be 
Bronx lesbians. 
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DONALD RUDIKOFF M.D., P.C. 

WESTSIDE DERMATOLOGY 


treatment o< ail skin b scalp conditions 

• warts • moles • acne • h*r loss 

• psoriasis £t seborrhea • skin cancer 
Collagen treatment ot wrinkles 

Dsrgnovt b treatment ot as tSm condmona Maoi-ated with ARC. 
AIDS HIV INFECTION 6 SIXUAU.V TRANSMITTED OtSEASES 

140 West 79th Street 

•between Columbus Er Amuerdsml 

212/496-1400 Daytime h evervrig hours 


We Wah & Bar-Chee-Ampee 

The New York City Lesbian & Qay 
Native American Qroup 
All Gay and Lesbian Indigenous 
Americans are invited to call 
for information about 
future gatherings 

212 - 260-5617 212 - 675-2848 


JOIN US! 

We meet in Manhattan &■ the Bronx , 



POSITIVE ALTERKATIVf. 


A Clove a Day 

Garlic , AIDS and Politics 


by Bob Ladcror 


A ncient herbal wisdom, combined 
with modem Chinese scientific 
know-how and African-American 
research skill and dedication, may soon 
yield a new. efflcc-dve AIDS treatment, 
mtravancous garlic extract. 

The humble garlic plant has been 
used as a medicinal herb by numerous 
cultures for centuries. It has proved 
helpful in preventing and treating such 
illnesses as colds, flu. anemia, hyperten¬ 
sion and several cancers. Laboratory 
studies have shown this bulb to possess 
strong anti-fungal, anti-bacterial, anti-viral 
and immune-sttmubtirtg qualities. 

Many holistic health practitioners 
have thus considered garlic useful in 
treating AIDS Since early in the epidem¬ 
ic, hundreds of PWAs and people with 
HIV have experimented with nutritional 
and herbal programs including garlic, 
ranging from three to eight raw doves 
daily (cooking destroys its medicinal 
value). Others take capsules, tablets or 
liquid extracts available in health food 
sores. Several brands are fully free of the 
odor and side effects (gas and indiges¬ 
tion) which some And problematic in raw 
form—yet they retain their potency, 
according to lab tests. Much anecdotal 
evidence tells of PWAS staying free of 
opportunistic infections and simple Al¬ 
nesses (colds and flus) and of eliminating 
parasites, Candida and other Infections 
after they occur. 

There has been minimal US research 
on garlic for AIDS. But growing evidence 
from China shows garlic's effectiveness in 
treating non-AIDS cases of ayptococcal 
meningitis (crypto), cytomegalovirus 
infection (CMV) and Candida (thrush)— 
three of the most widespread oppor¬ 
tunistic infections in AIDS. 

China offers both a long history of 
herbal medicine and a post revolution 
push for modem scientific techniques 
to research and develop plant extracts 


Since 1964, doctors there have used 
garlic to treat ayptococcal meningitis 
and viral encephalitis. In crypto cases 
where the antibiotic amphotericin B is 
ineffective ot too toxic, garlic extract 
has been used to complete the treat¬ 
ment successfully. And 
for several years, intra¬ 
venous garlic has been 
administered to people 
with systemic fungal 
infections, including Can¬ 
dida and immune sup¬ 
pression (similar to AIDS) 
from bone marrow trans¬ 
plants. In the latter case, 
garlic has effectively pre¬ 
vented or treated the 
pneumonias resulting 
from CMV infections. 

Across the board, toxicity 
has been minimal or 
nonexistent. (Much of the 
aforementioned data, and 
more, was presented by 
Chinese university re¬ 
searchers to the First 
World Congress on the 
Health Significance of Garlic, In Wash¬ 
ington. DC, on Aug 28-50. 1990, spon¬ 
sored by the US Agriculture Department 
and other organizations.) 

Progress Toward Clinical Trials 

Since 1987. a leading Chinese garlic 
expert. Dr Lu Pao Pei. has corresponded 
with a team of African-American scien¬ 
tists—Taraq Abdullah. MD (chief re¬ 
searcher, Akbar Research Foundation. 
Paxton, Fla.). Dahlia Kirkpatrick, MD 
(oncologist-immunologist, Tulanc Uni¬ 
versity Medical Center, New Orleans); 
and James Carter MD (head of nutrition, 
Tutane University Medical Center). These 
researchers then did a preliminary three- 
month study using aged garlic tablets to 
treat AIDS—for which the National Insti¬ 


tutes of Health, or NIH, turned down a 
requested small-business loan. The 
results The seven PWAs who completed 
the study (three others dropped out) all 
received at least some benefits. Among 
them were increased T-4 cell counts. 




correction of T-hdper and T-suppressor 
ratios, heightened natural killer ceil activ¬ 
ity and immune modulating effects This 
data was presented In a poster at the 
Fifth International AIDS Conference in 
Montreal in 1989. 

Later. Dr. Abdullah traveled to China 
to attend a garlic con f erence and meet 
with Dr. Lu, who had recently developed 
a purified extract for intravenous use 
(After AmFAR re|ected Dr. Abdullah's 
pant request, he was forced to finance 
the tnp himself) Based an the promising 
Chinese experience and their own pre¬ 
liminary rtudy, the Aft*an-American sci¬ 
entists developed a protocol for a 12- 
monih clinical trial of intravenous garlic 
extracts in IflV-posiilve people Believing 
that they would find no bucking here in 





the United States, the scientists consid¬ 
ered taking this protocol to Uganda 

At that point, three African-American 
activist health workers in New York City 
contacted the researchers and offered 
them aid in fighting for a garlic clinical 
trial in this country. Rasheeda Abdul 
Hakeem, researcher in Islamic medicine 
and health educator; Cliff Goodman, 
Outreach Director of HEAL (Health Edu¬ 
cation AIDS Liaison—on alternative treat¬ 
ment clearinghouse); and Sheila George, 
a physician and acupuncturist at Hihnan 
Health Center in Manhattan, jointly 
formed African Americans for Natural 
Therapies in AIDS (AANTA) to make 
available this and other alternative treat¬ 
ments to communities of color. 

Project Gains Momentum 

On Aug. 17, 1990, HEAL and 
AANTA sponsored a public forum in 
Harlem featuring Dr. Carter of Tulane 
speaking about the garlic treatment More 
than 200 people attended, including 
physicians, nutritionists, PWAs and 
activists, and Dr. Carter's presentation 
was well received. Dr George of AANTA 
agreed to be the principal investigator of 
any New York clinical trial to be 
launched. Since then, the project has 
gained momentum. 

The Pharmacology Department of 
Xavier University (a predominantly Black 
school in New Orleans) has started ani¬ 
mal toxicology tests on the purified garlic 
extracts. The scientists have applied to 
the Institutional Review Board, or IRB, of 
the Great Lakes Medical Group in Chica¬ 
go for approval of the protocol. They 
have submitted the protocol to the Scien¬ 
tific Advisory Committee of the Commu¬ 
nity Research Initiative/New York as a 
first step toward presentation to its IRB. 
Last week, at public hearings on alterna¬ 
tive AIDS treatments held by the NIH. 
AANTA testified that the federal AIDS 
Clinical Trials Group should sponsor 
studies using this protocol, particularly in 
communities of color. The Alternative 
and Holistic Treatment Committee of 
ACT UP/NY is working with AANTA to 
further develop the protocol and help 
bring any necessary pressure to bear so 
that trials begin. 

The evidence supporting garlic's 
potential usefulness in fighting AIDS is 
strong. With the development of 
AANTA's scientific protocol, the time has 
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ORTEZ ALDERSON 

You could always tell rt like it is. 
and now that I need and am com¬ 
pelled to remember you. I feel totally 
inadequate to the task. How to put Into 
some sort of form what you were and 
are to so many, especially since you 
were so active m New York and then 
Chicago. Also, what would you have 
wanted at this time? In the place? For 
you? For ACT UP? For African A/nerv 
cans? For people with AIDS? 

We met on the roof garden of 
Bailey House for the opening of the 
residence—contrary to your game, 
we had not met at Sneakers—having 
seen one another across that small, 
demanding group called ACT UP. 
You always stood in the back, and so 
did I We Instantly became friends, 
especially since you were carrying a 
copy of Plagues and Peoples (a 
rather obscure book about the theory 
that history realty moves according to 
the spread, or control, of disease) 
Over coffee, we talked about AIDS as 
germ warfare and the genocide of 
gay people and the ensuing genocide 
of African Americans. In those days, 
we had no trouble calling murder 
what it was. and how Washington 
was Idling us all. 

And so began a regular Monday- 
night-after-ACT UP dinner meeting 
and discussion of the latest treat¬ 
ments—sort of a private affinity group, 
before you fired up and began to gal¬ 
vanize Into action against the nonre¬ 
sponse from the NAACP on the issue 
of AIDS. You were the first to address 
head-on the Black community In New 
York and the problem of AIDS in their 
lives...and how we all must fight the 
oppression of the government. AIDS 
was, and is. a means to control 
unwanted and unruly parts of the pop¬ 
ulation: Plagues and Peoples— you 
understood the meaning: For the first 
time in history, a plague was created 
to reduce a people's strength. Add so 
you went after the health commis¬ 
sioner of New York. Stephen Joseph, 
and confronted him with the truth that 


he was coopted and was making false 
statistics. He was contributing to the 
deaths of gays and African Americans, 
and women and children. Stephen 
Joseph did have blood on Ns hands, 
and he still does, as does Woody 
Myers. The agenda has not stopped 

I went to see you perform. 
Ortez. many times at the Center. You 
were a fine actor; the play I remem¬ 
ber best was about the triple oppres¬ 
sion and Invisibility of gay, Black 
people with AIDS. 

And so In the gay. white environ¬ 
ment of ACT UP, you created the 
Majority Action Committee, a place for 
Black people to work and create an 
agenda to confront AIDS, racism, 
homophobia and invisibility both within 
the gay community and without. Ortez, 
we are still working on H, but It may 
take a lifetime and more. 

We also talked about alternative 
treatments tor AIDS and discussed 
creating clinics: self-empowerment— 
you knew what it meant for both PWAs 
and communities of color. You went 
back to Chicago to realize that hope. 

Ortez. you were an activist. You 
Inspired. You created and confronted. 
You empowered yourself and others 
You understood the Issues of geno¬ 
cide and worked on a solution. You 
organized and demonstrated. You 
were never afraid to take risks. You 
ACTedUP. 

I regret never making you that 
■goln' to mootin'" hat we so often dis¬ 
cussed. so I can only create It here for 
you in words. We love and shall miss 
you. There Is no other like you. nor 
shall there ever be. 

ACT UP! Flgft Back! Fight AIDSI 
—Stephen Machon 

BRIAN MATHEW DAY 

Brian was born and raised in 
Seattle. Wash. At 17, he moved to 
New York City, where he lived for ten 
years. After receiving a degree from 
the Fashion Institute of Technology. 
Brian worked in the fashion industry, 
and as a free-lance computer pro- 


gramer for Pfizer. During this time, he 
traveled frequently to the West Indies 
and also spent time in Italy. Brian 
returned to Seattle in 1985 and ran the 
VSOP men's clothing boutique for 
three years before moving briefly to 
Puerto Rico. 

Brian's first terrifying bout of PCP 
brought Nm back to Seattle Over the 
last 18 months, he worked In real 
estate and developed a national repu¬ 
tation as an AIDS activist. Brian was 
never alone during the final week of 
his illness. He died on early Sunday 
morning. Nov. 25, 1990. of complica¬ 
tions related to AIDS. Brian was 30 
years old. 

We loved Brian for his courage. 
Over the past year and a hatf, he con¬ 
fronted many fears—fears of being 
unloved, fears of losing physical 
beauty, fears of dying and of not 
being able to live into old age Brian 
turned inward and began a search for 
a spiritual center, and he turned out¬ 
ward and became a fearless fighter. 
He lived through his fears and 
became an Inspirational force. We 
loved Brian for Ns personal triumph. 

Brian briefly worked with the 
Northwest AIDS Foundation, but as 
his sense of urgency grew Increas¬ 
ingly compelling, he turned his ener¬ 
gies to the Governor's Task Force on 
AIDS and was elected vice president 
of the Chicken Soup Brigade just two 
weeks before he died. ACT UP/Seat- 
tle, however, more than any other 
piece, became home to Ns rage and 
poWcal genius. 

Brian was at the center of many a 
powerful movement and many a con¬ 
troversy. Almost single-(red-bioody)- 
handedly. Brian engineered ACT UP's 
successful campaign to diffuse opposi¬ 
tion to the AIDS Housing of Washing¬ 
ton Hospice. As an African-American 
man who himself had experienced 
serious police harassment In Seattle, 
and as a man committed to reducing 
the risk of HIV transmission for al peo¬ 
ple. Brian spearheaded ACT UP's 
opposition to the Drug Traffic Loitering 


Law. Disillusioned by the response of 
the majority of the gay community, 
Brian wrote: *tf we aren't serious about 
fighting racism, we will find ourselves 
in a changing epidemic, increasingly 
marginalized, isolated and limited to 
esoteric and inconsequential issues * 
Brian was honest about his frus¬ 
tration and his sense of urgency. He 
noted that "those who've dealt wtth me 
know how difficult I can become. But 
let me tel you this: It Is because of that 
that 1 have friends.* Brian had friends 
who loved him deeply and dearly, who 
turned to him as a confidante and 
made him family. We loved him 
because we could call him up with a 
far-out idea and have him center us. 
He was great company tar an evening 
of barbecue and videos or an after¬ 
noon of knock-down political wrestling. 

While he was Impatient with 
hypocrisy, Brian was incredibly forgiv¬ 
ing. He was the most patient of teach¬ 
ers. Wtth Ns depth of vision, he would 
see things quickly and clearly but 
would allow others to see for them¬ 
selves. His sense of humor was cut¬ 
ting and Insightful, but almost always 
gentle. He was incredibly open- 
minded and would accept people on 
their own terms. Brian loved the 
eccentric and the unusual. One of Ns 
last obsessions was Ns driving desire 
to buy a pot-bellied pig for its compan- 
lonsNp..end later for Its ribs 

One of the most powerful Images 
of Brian is of him In San Francisco dur¬ 
ing the Sixth International Conference 
on AIDS. All week he had been 
scheming up what was to become the 
infamous diversion of the "Unity* 
March through Nordstrom*. At 3 am, 
on the night before the action, after 
four hours of painting an enormous 
canvas banner, Brian suddenly 
stopped and said, "You know, when I 
die of AIDS, those motherfuckers are 
gonna know that 1 (Sdnl go silently* 
Brian spoke often of what the 
world ‘legacy* meant to him as an 
African-American man and as a gay 
man. He left each of us whom he 
touched during his lifetime with a pari 
of that legacy—a gift and a responsibil¬ 
ity—to continue Ns work In Ns name. 

Donations in Brtan's name may 
be made to ACT UP/Seattle. 

—Kate Boiland, Nima Eshghi, 
Katie Beck, Greg Renwick 















next chapter in the ‘‘Sandra Phe¬ 


nomenon ” was aU the hoopla and the 
innaendo and, inecitahly, the a&ty nay¬ 
saying* we hare by now come to expect. 


arise. I see the fantasy of quick remedies deeply woven into the 
issue of outing, where the future visibility of this community is 
contingent upon the noble acts of persons who have no prior 
record of courage, let akxve activism. A fantasy akin to Nancy 
Reagan leading a progressive femmar caucus 

To excavate the history of the ‘Sandra Phenomenon,' a his¬ 
tory barely 10 years old, is to understand why these forms of 
hopefulness are futile and why we. reasonably in search of 
heroines, should be wary of investing our trust in phantoms 
who stand to gain by manipulating that hopefulness. 

Sandra Bernhard made an uncharacteristically quiet debut 
in 1963 with Martin Scorcese's 7 be King of Comedy It was an 
odd yet excellent be of filmmaking, with a quirky appeal that 
guaranteed more in the way of cult status than mass popularity 
With The King of Comedy. Sandra began to forge a public image 


based on a strange, ou sided ike personality. Any lesbian watch¬ 
ing this film may have found—as I certainly did—« ready identi¬ 
fication with this rangy, demanding character, not that lesbians 
have an inherent predisposition to see themselves in die more 
freakish dements of this beireavlddnapper but that Sandra creat¬ 
ed an unexpected and other sort of heroine—on ‘anti-heroine,‘ 
in a fashion, as we are often anti-heroines in our own society. 

1965 s film Mkxi Tbor Bird a known by but a scant few. 
though Sandra s frequent and outrageous visits to David Letter- 
man's late-night show would soon make her a regular for irreg¬ 
ular reasons. Sandra initiated the now often-see n talk-show tac¬ 
tic of calling her interviewer onto the carpet for anything and 
nothing (A tactic. 1 might add, less successfully assayed by 
Madonna on The Arstrdo Hatt Show— but more on her later.) 
Sandra could be counted on to lambast every prevailing norm 
or dominant institution, fa* becoming a one-woman walking 





calking danger zone. Gussied up in baute couture, she was con¬ 
sistently less upscale when it came to manners or decorum. 

Surprisingly. all of this rocking the boat profited the actress, 
and she soon found herself "inside*—just bordy—not yet a 
powerful mega-star but a performer who had managed to stick 
a couple toes in the big door to Hollywood. This was. of course, 
the beginning of the end. 

The next chapter in the “Sandra Phenomenon' was all the 
hoopla and the innuendo and, inevitably, the ugly nay-saying 
we have by now come to expect 1988 witnessed the opening 
of Sandra’s off-Broadway hit, Wtlboul You I'm Notbtrq, a show 
that distilled all of the zarocr aspects of the actress's humor and 
j fused them into a rdendess drill of monologues, songs and catty 
barbs—many of which directly assaJed and mocked her zealous 
and captive audience. One of the most notable elements of the 

Without You /m Notbtng show was her shameless scries of 
paeans to female performers. In monologues, ahorse subtexts 
could only be described as dykey. Sandra wert off on Stevie 
Nicks, Jody Wadey and Madonna The pattern continued; Sandra 
has fixated on Mary Tyler Moore. Taylor Dayne and rocking sis¬ 
ters Anne and Nancy Wilson of the group Heart. Here is a 
female artist clearly drawn to other women for inspiration and 
sustenance, and here is an art form deeply indebted to the work 
of its female peers for its own creativity. 

Small surprise, then, that in the summer of WtboutYau I'm 
Nothing. Sandra would put on the mast unprecedented and 
breathtaking display of chutzpah she had yet dared. Appearing 
for the umpteenth time on David Lettemun’s show, she brought 
along her buddy Madonna and proceeded to shock the socks 
off the passive American viewing public, as well as her perenni¬ 
ally cold-blooded host It was the interview of the season, with 
Sandra and Madonna in twin outfits, matching grins and sisterly 
spirits. By the evening's end, every pundit in the country was 
replaying that bk of tape to discover if these women really 
meant what they said—If they had truly alluded to a lesbian 
affair, and if so, what could be done about it? 

As usual, Sandra upped the ante fust as k seemed she had 
run out of chips—and the color of this chip was decidedly 
lavender A wild yet disbelieving cheer escaped from lesbians 
everywhere, and, for a few days, as the press scrambled to inter¬ 
pret the signs, dykes gloated at being in on the joke. 

Sadly, k was less a case of being in on the joke than being 
the butt of iL As the press persisted in forcing the issue, Sandra 
and Madonna lost their senses of humor. What had once been 
good fun seemed now to pique the performers, their responses 
to questions about the Lettcrman show growing terser and con¬ 
siderably less funny. At a time when one wished for the early 
days of savage Sandra, she seemed uncharacteristically obtuse. 

One wonders what harm there could have been in a sim¬ 
ple “Yes, Madonna and I have slept together. It was great' Or, If 
*uch were the case, 'No, we're not lovers, but 1 sleep wkh 
women, and I think they rock.' Or, tf k were true, *Nb, we're 
not lows, and neither one of us identifies as lesbian, but les¬ 
bians are fabulous. As a matter of fact, we're planning on donat¬ 
ing our time to such-and-such lesbian cause just to show the 
community that k was all in good faith.' Wdl, perhaps we've 
tetumed again to the matter of unreasonable expectations. 

Sandra would push the boundaries one last time in May 
1989, when she and Madonna appeared at the Brooklyn Acade¬ 
my of Music. Hosting an evening to raise money for everyone’s 






Afasto's tali* with the actress is a ver¬ 
itable psychological-ptrofile-Jrcnn- 

hell - artel not the sort one imagines 

even she inteneleeL 


favorite safe cause—that of the rain fore* and to necessity for a 
healthy environment—Sandra appeared on-stage with Madon¬ 
na. dressed yet again in a complementary outfit, to sing a duet 
of “I've Got You, Babe.’ Veering hack toward the danger zooc 
they both seemed to want to eschew, the duo sang one anoth¬ 
er a loving anthem. Many lesbians—mysdf included—were by 
now growing wary of these little trips to the edge, these flirta¬ 
tions with our lives. It did not help that Sandra would follow 
up the BAM show with some lcss-than-savory interviews, the 
most memorable of which has to be that with Michael Musto in 
SfMn magazine. 

By October 1989, Sandra was well into the production of 
the film version of Without You I'm Nothing. The byoow unset¬ 
tling form of the actress's public persona seemed in need of 
clarification, and what better inquiring mind to explore it with 
than the Village Wife's very own walking bullshit-detector’ 
Sadly, for those of us watching this long, torrid history, the inter¬ 
view would do more to make our heads spin (no pun intended) 
than anything Sandra had managed lo dale 

Musto's talk with the actress is a veritable psythofogicaJ- 
profilc-from-hdl—and not the sort one imagines even she 
intended. It contains initial moments of what might be called 
wavering darky as Sandra responds to columnist Li* Smith's 
notorious squelching of the Letter-man show poop. “It must dis¬ 
arm her [La Smith) that somebody [such as myself] is willing to 
put themselves on the line in a strange, ambiguous way about 
their sexuality, because she's obviously what she is, which 


doesn't mean anything.' comments Sandra, giving with one 
hand and taking away with the other She alludes to her sexuali¬ 
ty, a code word that pricks up all of our ears, and then qualifies 
k as “ambiguous.* She begins to suggest something—heaven 
knows whal—about la Smith and then adds, “which doesn't 
mean anything." Oddly, it is questionable whether this last 
clause refers to Sandra's own assertion about herself not mean¬ 
ing anything, or whether she’s nervous at having gone loo far 
on Smkh. This is, however, only the beginning 

The remainder of the interview has Sandra admitting to 
having used a male ex-assistant as a beard, to being annoyed by 
her latest girlfriend (for her “sexual ambiguity* no lessf), to want¬ 
ing to smack her girlfriend with a dildo if die doesn't first ‘get a 
Black man, take his dick and hit her over the head with it,’ to 
suggesting plans for bedding such a Black man, to finally blurt¬ 
ing out: Tech, I'm so sick of women I hate women \ftxnen 
are bitches They’re horrible. They’re great to be friends with, 
they’re horrible to be involved with." Musto retorts, “1 wouldn't 
even be friends with them,* and there you have it An interview. 

Now, Sandra would probably dismiss such a slant on die 
Spin piece as humorless. As she would stale scarcely a year later 
in, a Peopk profile that is the spiritual counterpart to Musto's 
voyage. “If people aren’t smart enough to know what I do in 
terms of the irony about my relationship with Madonna, I don't 
think I need to sped « out.* Irony seems to be a big operator for 
Sandra. One only wishes that she had any idea at all of what the 
word conveys Irony assumes a point of origin, a moment that is 
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then worked against for effect, for 
contrast, for meaning Perhaps San¬ 
dra has that point in mind. It is diffi¬ 
cult to discern, however, whan it 
could possibly be. 

It is interesting to exa m i ne San¬ 
dra's most recent piece of work, the 
film version of Without You I'm Nolb- 
tng, for its discernible shifts in empha¬ 
sis. While much of the stage show's 
drive and bile remain intact, Sandra’s 
dear shift toward a focus on issues of 
race and away from those of ambigu¬ 
ous sexuality (her lead character has 
one here, or, should I say, she 
engages in heterosexual ads) is siprifi- 
cant. While the film still contains San¬ 
dra's nods at queer subculture, the 
appearance of a Black woman as the 
star's silent doppei ganger, as wdl as 
the fixing of the narrative line around 
a Black supper dub, reorient the cen¬ 
tral engine of Without You rmNotb- 
tng. While I by no means question the 
validity of highlighting issues of race 
and racism (though one may quesion 
the film’s success in doing so), k is 
notable that Sandra s tributes to female 
muses occur with less unabating fre¬ 
quency and with less overarching 
impact 

Since the completion of her film 
and the publicity attendant to any 
such project, Sandra has been rather 
less high-profile than is her wont. (Per¬ 
haps, we’ve stopped looking.) The 
People profile appeared in September 
of this year, managing to stir a little of 
the old-time contro v ersy Sandra 
seemed, at long last, to be firmly 
drawing out the protest she voiced 
after the Letterman show: Tm an 
adventurous person, and I like inter¬ 
acting with a lot of people. I think it’s 
boring to be stuck in one genre. I'm 
not a lesbian, and I’m sick of being 
called one. I’m not, and I want to set 
the record straight" Although Sandra 
now daims to have been misquoted, k 
seems mote likely that she had finally 
played a conclusive and tdltr^ hand. 
And the chips for this one were decid¬ 
edly not lavender. 

If what Sandra is saying, and 
what she has been saying all along, is 
that she prefers to remain ‘above" a 
narrowness of definition, favoring the 
ponsexualiry put forth by groups such 
as Dcee-Lite and her friend Madonna, 
then k is an assertion that bears 






examination. Certainly, a magazine such as Out Week 
should naturally make room for such self-definition. And it 
has, even if Sandra has on more than one occasion called 
this publication 'fascist.' What is more complicated, how¬ 
ever, is the way in which sexualities of all varieties arc 
respected, particularly insofar as a ‘broadening* of possibil¬ 
ities resists foreclosing on sexualities .till in struggle for 
freedom. Madonna and Dccc-Lite manage, admittedly with 
varied success, to recognize all the rainbow without smear¬ 
ing its hues. 

As Adrienne Rich suggests in her brilliant and classic 
essay. ‘Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence," 
lesbianism is not simply a reaction against misogyny and 
oppression. It is, rather, an existence in and of itself, with an 
autonomy and validity that demands respect. We, as lesbians 
who continue to live and identify ourselves as lesbians, are 
not misguided souls duped out of a grander and more 
expansive set of realities. If Sandra is to play with the 
boundaries of our existence for her work and for her own 
private gain, then die had better be pretty damn dear 
whereof she speaks Lesbianism is not an essential ism that 
blocks out the world; it is quite persistently a way of life for 
many women very much in the world, often in truly painful 
and violent ways. 

It seems more than a little coincidental that so many, 
including Sandra, have become enamored of free-ranging, 
fluid sexualities in a time when open-mindedness is at a 
premium and bigotry at an all-time high. I do not, of 
course, speak of those individuals who. for whatever rea¬ 
son, identify themselves as bisexual without doing so at the 
expense of gays and lesbians or for the purposes of obfus¬ 
cating their queerdom. These people have dearly always 
operated within an awareness of, and lack of tolerance for, 


such bigotries. I am addressing the historically contingent 
reality of an entire population—most of whom reside in the 
worlds of entertainment, public office and corporate 
power—who seem to have gone under just as the tide has 
risen. For those people to speak of our struggles and realities 
as if they were a crude throwback to a time of little enlighten¬ 
ment is patently facetious, just as it is absurd for Sandra to 
pretend that sexual categories are meaninglesdy mutable. The 
historical reality of present-day America is that thousands of 
gay men have died of AIDS and continue to die as anti-gay 
and -lesbian violence spirals upward But. in a less overt way. 
our culture is robbed without attribution, day in and day out, 
because of the irresistible truths k can teach America about 
itself. We are a communky/ies relentlessly attacked yet 
resplcndcntfy ingenious in our survival. 

Several years ago. when less-hardened in mind and 
spirit, I attended Sandra’s off-Broadway show. With me I 
took a pair of black underwear which had my phone num¬ 
ber penned in the crotch. As she appeared on-stage for her 
finale, I tossed the panties stageward She balked momen¬ 
tarily—who wouldn’t?—and then picked up the underwear 
and rubbed it between her legs. Not too long afterward, 
those very same panties made a reprise in a Rolling Stone 
article about the actress. The writer observed that they hung 
from Sandra's dressing room mirror, a small sign of a per¬ 
former’s growing popularity, yet within the confines of that 
article their context and their history had been erased—they 
were suddenly genderlcss. without an attendant sexuality. A 
preposterous boast? Embarrassing perhaps, but all too 
indicative of what occurs to our acts, acts which seem to 
come out of a faceless darkness but are. in fact, the deliber¬ 
ate steps of a people living in a light Hollywood has yet to 
shine on itself. ▼ 




OUTTAKES 

survive the negotiations that will lead 
to South Africa's new Constitution, the 
country would become one of the most 
progressive in the world for gays and 
lesbians, said OLGA co-founder Dr. 
Ivan Toms. 

Eleven South African gay and les¬ 
bian organizations endorsed OLGA's 
proposals to the ANG OLGA's clout has 
increased in recent months following its 
acceptance as a full member of the 
United Democratic Front, South Africa’s 
leading anti-apartheid organization with 
600 affiliated bodies and more than 
one-million members. 

—Rex Wockaer/Chicago 

PRO-GAY PROF 
LANDS NEW JOB 

WASHINGTON—Controversial Rev. 
Charles E Curran, booled out of Catholic 
University here by the Vatican for teach¬ 
ing acceptance of homosexuality and 
other "sins,* has landed a fob at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas. 

Hell become a tenured professor of 
'human values,* a permanently en¬ 
dowed chair at SMU. founded and still 
partially endowed by the United 
methodist Church. 

The new fob “fits in very well with 
my own academic agenda in Christian 
ethics and my attempt to keep the tradi¬ 
tion of Catholic moral theology a living 
traefitian.’ Curran said. 

In August 1985, the Vatican's Con¬ 
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
declared him “neither suitable nor eligi¬ 
ble' to teach Catholic theology. 

At odds were his liberal teachings 
on moral theology and his insistence on 
the right to dissent from the church’s 
post tons on masturbation, abortion, pre¬ 
marital intercourse, divorce and 
homosexuality. 

'We're very pleased that he has 
finally found a tenured position,' said 
Monika Heilwig. Landcggcr professor of 
theology at Georgetown University. *We 
are. of course, disappointed that it 
wasn't possible for any Catholic school 
to hire him.’ 

She is post president of the Catholic 
Theological Society of American, which 
four years ago issued a spirited defense 
of Rev. Curran 


Many schools would have liked to 
have given him a position, she said, but 
recent Vatican ruling “would have made 
it very difficult because local bishops 
would probably step in and prevent him 
from teaching' 

Patrick Roche, president of the 
national gay and lesbian group of 
Catholics, Dignity, applauded Rev. Cur¬ 
ran for *his miniary to gays and lesbians* 
and for serving as 'an outspoken critic of 
the Catholic church.' 

Since Curran was suspended in 
1967, the theologian has held religion 
chairs on a checkerboard—at the Uni¬ 
versity of California at Los Angeles. Cor¬ 
nell and, this year. Auburn. 

Charging that the Alabama universi¬ 
ty's academic freedom, autonomy and 
role as a major institution of higher learn¬ 
ing 'are at stake,' he left after t withdrew 
an offer of tenure. Auburn is already 
under censure by the American Associa¬ 
tion of University Professors over another 
tenure dispute. 

Curran vowed not to fight more 
legal banks after he lost an eight-day 
Superiors Court trial here nearly two 
years ago, when Judge Frederick Wris- 
burg ruled CU could bar him from teach¬ 
ing thcokgy after the Vatican ruling. He 
had taught at America’s only Vatican- 
chartered school since 1965. 

'Rev. Curran should be applauded 
lor redefining how people configure their 
conscience,' said Dignity's Roche. 

JoimZeb 

GAY ACTOR 
KNIGHTED AMID 
GAY CRACKDOWN 

LONDON—Famed Shakespearean 
actor Ian McKellan, who is openly gty, 
was knighted on New Year's Eve by 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth II. 

British gay and lesbian activists 
were shocked at the news, coming as 
it did in the midst of a rapidly deterio¬ 
rating atmosphere for the gay move¬ 
ment here. 

McKellan was apparently chosen for 
the honor by former Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher before she left office. He 
is Britain's fust openly gay knight. Inter¬ 
national Lesbian and Gay Association oo- 
secretary general Lisa Power explained 
knighthood as follows: "They make you 


a knight for services to the country, 
sometimes because of political favors, 
sometimes because people are preemi¬ 
nent in the aits.' 

To the distress of gay activists, 
knighthood was simultaneously be¬ 
stowed upon Manchester Chief Consta¬ 
ble James Anderton, who has been 
quoted in the press as saying, "Homo¬ 
sexuals are swirling in a cesspit of their 
own making* 

Power called i 'really, really, really 
weird" that McKellan was chosen for the 
honor, 'given all that they’re doing to our 
community." In recent weeks, British 
judges and parliamentarians have 
embarked upon a series of anti-gay 
actions, including 

• A judge effectively criminalized all 
sadomasochistic sex, even among con¬ 
senting adults in their own homes, send¬ 
ing 15 gay men to prison for up to four- 
and-onc-half years each after Scotland 
Yard confiscated homemade S/M sex 
videos form their homes. 

• The new Criminal Justice BiO, cur¬ 
rently working its way through Parlia¬ 
ment. will punish men caught having 
sex in public lavatories and similar 
places with penalties equal to those for 
rape. A total of 2,780 men from England 
and Wales were arrested in 1989 under 
the relevant statutes—'indecency 
between men." ‘solicitation by a man' 
and 'procuring others to commit a 
homosexual act.' 

• New foster-parenting guidelines 
from the Department of Health state 
that "the chosen way of life of some 
adults [meansl they would not be able 
to provide a suitable environment for 
the care and nurture of a child- Equal 
rights and gay rights have no place in 
fostering services." 

In response, ILGA has called an 
international day of anti-British action for 
Feb. 14. Valentine's Day. 

Powers urged gay activists world¬ 
wide to 'bum the British flag in front of 
the British embassy or some other cultur¬ 
ally appropriate action.' 

Delegates to ILGA's European 
Regional Conference in Denmark on 
Dec. 28-31 'scrubbed the British flag 
dean of the sins of the British govern¬ 
ment' in the Copenhagen Town Square. 

McKellan is currently on a world 
tour, performing Shakespeare's King Lear 
and Richard Itl 

—Rex Wockner/ Chicago 









While Queer 
Nation’s Truth in 


Advertising group 
has plastered the 


city with various 
remakes of the 


popular Lotto ads, 
another advertise¬ 


ment, popping all 
over the trendy 


decorating rags 
(left), seems to 


suggest an 
untruth: Do we all 


all drink from 
crooked teapots? 


Q 


K "I'd tell every woman 
g I've ever loved 
w 'Who's sorry now?'" 


S3 


"I'd take my lover from 
the aisle of the A&P 
I to Sappho's Isle. 


"I'd start my own 
cigarette company 
and call it 'Fags'." 
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O n those really depressing days, when nothing seems to go 
right and the world is caving in on me, I like to d«nb into 
the cupboard above my refrigerator and drift into a peaceful 
sleep and dream that I'm Kathy Lee Gifford. Now there's a 
happy girl. If I were Kathy Lee, I think, my life would be com¬ 
plete. I could hold a tune, hang with Regis, have sex with Frank 
Gifford every rtigbt and still be a successful talk-show hostess. 
And I'm sure Kathy Lee never 
has to use silver electrical tape 
on her crotch to hide those 


Sometimes I sit in my cup¬ 
board and make believe that 
I'm married to Alex Tiehec, and 
we hold court on the Jeopardy 
set Wr're sort of like a '90s ver¬ 
sion of Marilyn Monroe and 
Arthur Miller. I lend the show 
an air of elegance, and he intro¬ 
duces me to the wonderful 
world of 17th-century literature, 
famous phrases and White 
House trivia. 

These fantasies refill my 
souL They allow me to escape 
the sheer drudgery of my life. 

Now, 1 know that my life may 
seem exciting to some, but It's 
not all cocktails and sequins. 

In fact, most days are filled 
with a creepy Roseanne 
Barr-like honor. 

My fantasies, though, arc 
fust that. Many dreams should 
fjst never come true. I learned 
this firsthand last week, when I 
was presented with the oppor¬ 
tunity to live out a longtime dream. 

I was at PanrygmUes to judge the Miss Pantygirdle contest. I 
had had a bit too much to drink, probably, and was idling 
someone that my biggest fantasy in life was to do a 9-inch line 
of Special K off of a 10-inch dick What a surprise to find he had 
both! I happily indulged myself with shameless gusto 

But like the old Hayes code in Hollywood, where no 
crime goes unpunished, I, too, was made to pay for my exces¬ 
sive behavior. 

That last snootful of K must have 
been a doonc because immediately after 


ukx^{ it, the world burst into a brilliant but complex series of geo¬ 
metric pallems so elaborate that no mere mortal could even begin 
to comprehend their Due significance 

Only God and I understood—and He and I walked 
hand-in-hand exploring their intricacies. This lasted about 
seven or eight years, as far as I could tell, during which time I 
heard people crying, listened to some policeman talk about 
me and felt someone taking 
off my clothes. 

I came to in the hospital. 
"What fresh Hell is this?’ I 
mumbled to myself as I 
ripped out an IV and fell out 
of bed. There was blood 
spurting everywhere. I was 
chased by a squad of goons 
with restraining belts as 1 
stumbled, half-naked, into 
the hallway, flowers falling 
from my hair and elf ears still 
attached. I was quite a sight 
for the other patients. I’m 
sure. I was aided in my dar¬ 
ing daylight escape by a 
touching group of ex- 
boyfriends, ex-roommates 
and one confused little boy I 
was supposedly still on a 
date with. 

This would never hap¬ 
pen to Kathy Lee Gifford," I 
muttered sourly as I was 
scraped off the floor and put 
into a cab. 'You can be sure 
of that' 

Naturally, I’m mortified 
by this experience. I tell you 
this story only to warn you; Special K is the devil's candy. There, 
but for the grace of God, I could have spent the rest of my days 
in an institution. 

I'm not proud of my drug use. I don't glamorize what I do. 
In fact, I think that it's sort of sad and pathetic that I spun so far 
out of control. But as Oscar Wide once said, "Vice and virtue are 
to the artist materials for an art.* If that's the case, watch out 
world, you've got a budding genius on your hands. 

And even if it's not, it was a 
slow news week. 

See you out. ▼ 


By James St. James 



N ineteen-ninety 
ended, and I'm still 
screaming at the same 
shitheads and still getting 
called the same horrible 
names. OK, many of the freaks have scampered to dean up 
their acts, but a lot of these creepy monsters—the ones whom 
I've attacked and the ones whoVe attacked me—continue to 
be up to no good. Meanwhile, I've lost some friends, gained a 
stew of enemies and been banned from certain restaurants. 
This is my life in New York. 

But I guess 1 kind of like k that way, 
especially since I continue to live these 
ridiculous sagas that suck me up. For 
instance, the conclusion to a months-iong 
debade between myself and that Juvenile 
Journal, Esquire, ended with their publica¬ 
tion of January’s 1990 roundup, the "Dubi¬ 
ous Achievement Awards.' Sit down: This 
is a lengthy tale of deception and plain, 
old stupidity. 

Back when mentally unbalanced 
columnist Pete Handl wrote his hideous, 
homo-hating 'Confessions of a Heterosex¬ 
ual* in August, I and others flew off the 
handle, as you may remember. In addition 


section called 'Aftermath.* 
which consisted of two 
pages of solid body copy, 
with no headlines or (kill 
quotes. It was simply a 
series of letters, from gay men nationwide, induding Stephen 
Miller (and k was dear from the layout that Esquire did not 
want to draw any attention to these two pages). One of the let¬ 
ters was my 'rebuttal,' chopped up, changed and with none of 
my final edits made. 

How is k that what was supposed to be 
an article was now a letter, thrown in wkh 
lots of other letters? And were all of these 
people getting paid $500 to write their letters? 

Hardly. Eisenberg had just tried to 
quickly shut me up. 

But no one at Esquire could answer 
any questions since Eisenberg was by then 
long gone (and, at fir*, no one even knew 
of die fact that I was to be paid). 1 deckled 
to write a letter to the new editor in chief 
Terry McDonnell, a man whom I’d previ¬ 
ously respected and heard good things 
about. And 1 decided to bring up another 
topic altogether that had Just been brought 
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to dealing with him here, Td had a long 
talk wkh EsquirrS then editor in chief, Lee 
Eisenberg, a bumbling idiot of a man. (After being attacked by 
feminists regarding Esquire's Neanderthal, anti-woman slant, 
Eisenberg had probably put the final nail in his own coffin by 
letting Hamill vomit up his anti-gay hatred all over the pages 
of the magazine and causing even more critics to write about 
Esquire s bigotry and bias. Only days later, Eisenberg was 
kicked upstairs, as they say, shipped over to England to head 
up British Esquire) 

After I vigorously protested to a dearly shaken Eisenberg 
that simply printing reactive letters from angry readers would 
not be enough to perhaps heal the damage that Hamill had 
done, he suggested that a rebuttal be written, and it was 
agreed that I would do it. (Eisenberg did say that he had got¬ 
ten a lengthy piece from GLAAD's Stephen Miller that he 
would like to print—but he led me to believe that this was 
not going to be a glorified 'Letters' section, which I’d said 
was not acceptable, but rather that these pieces would be 
created as articles). 

After writing the rebuttal, which we derided would be 
1000 words, I settled with Eisenberg on a price of $500 
(though he expressed 'confusion* over my asking for money, 
thinking, I suppose, that I’d writ a 1000-word piece for noth¬ 
ing. while Hamill and others get paid tons of money to pro¬ 
duce their dreck). The article was edited by Eisen berg's assis¬ 
tant, Jill Wheadon, who went over what were to be the 'final 
edits* wkh me on the telephone. 

Several months later, the 
December issu of the maga¬ 
zine hk the stands. In k was a 


You see, by November, several con¬ 
cerned individuals from inside the magazine 
had alerted me to the fact that an offensive headline was to be 
used in the then-upcoming "Dubious Achievements Awards' 
issue. The item was about Andrew Dice day and his having 
cried on Tbe Arsenio HaU Show, and the headline was to read, 
"What is he, some kind of fagT The ridiculous rationalization 
for using this phrase was that k was one that Dice day had 
used himself in his routine, and so they woe Just using his 
own words against him. Cute, huh? 

The concerned parties told me that foe person responsible 
for this shit was the articles editor, David Hetshey, a man I'd 
been warned about In the post and one who has been labeled 
a homophobe by some. Obviously, he feds that cutting-edge 
humor at the expense of gays is fine, but would he do the 
same wkh other minorities, such as Blacks or Jews? His assis¬ 
tant became all flustered when I called and when I asked if 
they'd print "What is this guy, some kind of a nigger?" even if 
those were indeed Dice Gay's own words. He then assured me 
that fag" was not being used. 

In my letter, I warned McDonnell that such a headline 
would raise holy hdi in this community. And I also told him 
that none of this would play right, especially in light of the fact 
that he’d just been brought in to try to turn that imbedlic tag 
into a magazine again. I explained that k would also be quite 
embarrassing if I were to reveal how I was treated by Eisen¬ 
berg regarding my "rebuttal* and let the fact be known that I 
was being paid $500 to write a "letter to the editor,' while oth¬ 
ers weren’t McDonnell seemed 
1 of this seriously. He 
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two, along with two ocher men, picked 
up a gay man at a Staten Island cruising 
area. After brutally beating him with a 
are iron, the men stuffed their victim into 
the trunk of a car and discussed whether 
or not they should torch the vehicle to 
render the victim unidentifiable and to 
obscure the evidence of their crime. 

Both men were convicted in that 
case, although they were charged only 
with robbery. 

Despite the lack of a hate crimes 
statute in New York that would allow 
prosecutors to seek enhanced sentences 
for perpetrators of bias-motivated 
crimes, Staten Island Supreme Court 
Judge Norman Felig, who heard the 
case, acknowledged that Taylor's irra¬ 
tional hatred of gay men and lesbians 
persuaded him to give Taylor a more 
severe sentence. 

"Maybe that should be corrected." 
Felig said of the state Legislature’s failure 
to enact a gay-tndusrve bias bfll.W 

DEADLOCK 

What is holding up the approval 
process, the advocates suggest, is a mis¬ 
understanding between the FDA and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, the pharmaceutical 
company that manufactures ddl 

"If there is nothing else, there is a 
communication problem here," said Jeff 
Levi of the AIDS Action Council. Levi 
added that the only way to break the 
impasse may be to "lock them all in a 
room together" until all ponies under¬ 
stand each other's needs so that the 
FDA's final approval process may begin. 

Based on their conversations with 
Bristol-Myers staffers, the AIDS activists 
suggested that the chief sticking point is 
that the drug company has not yet sub¬ 
mined its New Drug Application for ddl 
to the FDA, fearing that if they go for¬ 
ward with the data they have now, the 
drug would be rejected. Not wanting to 
be rebuffed only to have to come back 
six months bier for approval, they said, 
the drug company would rather collect 
more exacting data before going forward 
with their application. 

A spokesperson for Bristol-Myers 
did not return a reporter's phone call. An 
FDA spokesperson confirmed that they 
had not yet received New Drug Applica¬ 
tions for either drug. 


To move the process along. AIDS 
activists on Dec. 19-20 staged a series of 
press conferences and demonSrations in 
cities across die country to call attention 
to the issue. HIV patients and their loved 
ones have also delivered postcards to the 
FDA with their heartfelt pleas for speedy 
action on the two drugs. 

The Human Rights Campaign Pund 
has also sent an unspecified number of 
pec-approved constituent messages to 
selected members of Congress asking 
them to press the FDA for action on 
the drug. 

A coalition of AIDS service and 
activist groups has also crafted a consen¬ 
sus statement detailing the facts around 
the drugs' approval and their demands 
on the FDA. 

"This is the right moment. These are 
the right drugs. This is the appropriate 
political environment," the statement 
concludes. "We ask now that you join 
together with the affected community, 
the research establishment and the two 
respected firms to get the job done ’▼ 



The anonymous nature of the study 
was necessary to test such a large num¬ 
ber of samples. This is a study of a pop¬ 
ulation, not of individuals," Arshinoff 
says. "Individuals can go to their doctor" 
if they are coocemed about infection. 
She adds that there has been "amicable 
discussion bock and forth" between her 
group and the Ministry of Health about 
the tests and the controversy 

Meanwhile, the more alarming 
results of a very simflar study of newborn 
seroprevalence in the province of Que¬ 
bec met with a muted public response. 
Some 42 of more than 66,000 blood sam¬ 
ples were HIV-positive, suggesting an 
overall infection rate in Quebec of 6.1 
per 10,000. Incidence was much higher 
on the island of Montreal itself 

The Montreal General Hospital 
study benefited from a methodological 
advantage over its Ontario counterpart in 
that postal codes (like US zip codes) 
were available as part of the data. Match¬ 
ing infection rates with locations in Mon¬ 
treal showed a high incidence of HTV 
infection in low-income areas, with infec¬ 
tion rates as high as 46.4 per 10,000. 

Though such a distribution is famil¬ 
iar in urban areas in the US, Catherine 
Hankins, author of the study, does not 


see a perfect parallel, blaming the inci¬ 
dence in port on a prevalence of IV- 
drug use and the basic physiological 
effects of poverty. Hankins also draws 
an analogy with family violence, where 
a woman trapped in a violent home life 
"might find it difficult to leave a situa¬ 
tion where there is a risk of HIV infec¬ 
tion, In a position where she cant even 
bring the subject up " 

Noting that (he Quebec government 
has received her study well and intends 
to use it to plan services for women wkh 
AIDS, Hankins looks forward to further 
research into the impact of a woman's 
HIV status on her reproductive choices. 
Her study quoted data suggesting that 
befog HIV-pasitrve is not a major factor 
In reproductive decision-making, and 
Hankins warns against jumping to con¬ 
clusions. "We cant take a white middle- 
class perspective and say, 1 wouldn’t 
dream of having a child if I were HIV- 
positive!- she says. "At least, that's what 
white middfe-dass men think women's 
perspective should be." 

Hankin's study appeared In the 
Dec 15, 1990, Canadian Medical Asso¬ 
ciationJournal* 

GARLIC 

come for both NIH and community- 
based research programs nationwide to 
Initiate clinical trials on IV-garlic for 
AIDS. The African-American doctors 
who have developed this should be rec¬ 
ognized as principal investigators. Once 
this data is collected, the AIDS commu¬ 
nity may have a crucial weapon in both 
prevention and treatment of the oppor¬ 
tunistic infections that give AIDS its life- 
threatening narure.T 

African Americans for Natural 
Therapies in AIDS can protide copies of 
the protocol and reference materials. 
AANTA encourages any researchers or 
activists Interested in discussing tbts pro¬ 
tocol—or anyone wanting information 
on current treatments—to contact them 
by writing to HEAL, PO Box 1103, Hew 
York, NY 10113, or by calling (212) 
674-4673 

For further reading Leon Cbitow 
and Simon Martin, A World Without 
AIDS: The Controver s ial Holistic Health 
Plan, Tborsons Publishers, 1988, pp. 
235-36 

Thanks to Olff Goodman of AANTA 
for collaboration In writing this article. 
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Outed in Africa 

THE SHELTERING SKY. Directed by Bernardo Bertolucci. Written by 
Mark Peploe and Bertolucci. Produced by Jeremy Thomas. Warner Bros. 


By Monica Dorankamp 

There is a promising moment at the 
beginning of Tbe Shearing Sky when Kit 
Moresby (Debra Winger) opens her suit¬ 
case to get a hat. prominently revealing a 
copy of Djuna Barnes’ lesbian classic, 
Mgbtwood, This book—and everything 
its p r ese nce potentially forebodes—are, 
however, quickly forgotten in the next 
insufferably dull two and a half hours. 

The story, which is based on the 
loosely autobiographical Paul Bowles 
novd of the same tide, follows an Ameri¬ 
can couple through Northern Africa. AD 
the truly fascinating details about Bowles 
and his wife, writer Jane—that they were 
both gay, for example—ore not much in 
evidence here. Bowles himself briefly 
appears as ‘narraror," a role amounting to 
three short voiceovers that suggest that 
he may be at least partially responsible 
for the inanity of the film. Sitting In a cafe 
like a grand queen, though, Bowles 
seems remarkably removed from the 
characters and remarkably superfluous to 
the film—another promising touch that 
fails miserably. 

As the traveling Moresby*. Kit and 
Port, Debra Winger and John Malkovich 
do their best with what they have to 
work with, but as that isn’t much, neither 
fares very well. Winger’s usually sexy 
voice is reduced to a whine as Kit des¬ 
perately tries to understand her egocen- 


only wishes it signaled the film's end, as 
such deaths often do. 

As their young travel companion, 
Tunner, Campbell Scott (of Longtime 
Companion) moves through the film 
with the sincerity it misguldedly 
demands. He is the well-intentioned, 
overly confident, naive foil who com¬ 
plains about the weather, about the food, 
about the bugs—he is a stereotypical 
tourist, after all, while they are travelers, 
as they remind us early on. 

But the Bowles are stereotypical, of 
course, despite a couple of throwaway 
"political" lines ("Someday the Arabs are 
going to kick the French out of this 
country") that seem to want to position 
them as "good," non-imperialistic Ameri¬ 
cans. But with Bertolucci behind the 
camera, nothing could sustain (his effect. 
Since graduating from the David Lean 
school of filmmaking, Bertolucci has 
moved toward a greater dependence on 
those "breathtakingly beautiful" shots that 
are a dime a dozen in movies today. But 
gorgeous shots of "untouched," "exotic’ 
nature just wont carry a film—they will 
even put you to sleep. 

If something does keep you awake 
in this film, it may well be your anger. 
With his Western eye, Bertolucci alter¬ 
nately exoticizes and vilifies the Arab 
"other" with an absence of self-con¬ 
sciousness worthy of our media's cov- 



UNOER WRAPS —Kit (Debfi Winger) dregs 
herself through the desert. 

mpted by Port’s incessant philosophiz¬ 
ing (ho-hum). And until Port's death. 
Arabs are little more than background 
scenery. Kit and Port wander through 
town after town, speaking to no one 
save to get them to carry their suitcas- 


tric, existential bore of a husband. Under 
Bernardo Bertolucci’s direction, 
Malkovich ur-fortunately emphasizes the 
existential to the point of embarrassment 
Port’s death comes as a great relief—not 
because it follows a long illness, one 


erage of the Persian Gulf. In 
this film, Arab culture 
becomes the site of sexual 
possibility as well as sexual 
danger for the Moresbys, 
whose own sex life is inter - 



es. And where the occa¬ 
sional French is usually 
subtitled. Arabic never is. 
keeping it, and the people 
who speak it, mysterious. 

After Port's death, Kit 


SO OUTWIIK . 



joins a caravan, during a camel with (he 
beautiful and very mysterious Arab, Bd- 
gassim (Eric Vu-an) On a very long jour¬ 
ney across the Sahara—overflowing with 
those Lean-like shots—it is significant that 
Bdgassim docs not attack Kit (though his 
desire to do so is in his eyes), while her 
loosening up (gening ready for that 
always-imminent sexual awakening) is 
figured in the surrendering of her West¬ 
ern sunglasses and hat to a couple of 
Arab girls who squeal with delight to 
receive them. Arriving at hb village, Bd¬ 
gassim dresses Kit as a man and virtually 
holds her prisoner, visiting her daily for a 
roll in the hay. Some sexual awakening 
When Kit finally leaves her small 
rooftop prison, it is to wander down to 


the marketplace where only minutes 
pass before her safety a dearly in ques¬ 
tion. The sudden skip in the narrative at 
this point, though it comes very late, is 
somewhat reminiscent of those points in 
E.M. Forster novels where something 
vague but of great significance occurs 
(the film did In fact remind me quite a 
bit of David Lean's adaptation of A Pas¬ 
sage to India) Here—judging from the 
crazed, mute Kit, sitting on her hospital 
bed with elaborately painted feet—it 
appears to have been a rape (as in 
Forster), and it is with rdief that we are 
supposed to acknowledge the arrival of 
that white knight of imperialistic cinema, 
the American embassy representative. 
And we do. though not for her rescue of 


our heroine from this dangerous land, 
but because she signals the end of the 
film (final!y9. 

If the repre se ntation of Arab culture 
is not enough to offend in this film, the 
representation of the only gay character 
will. On their travels, Kit and Port meet 
an offensive British woman, Mrs. Lyle, 
traveling with her overweight, pimply, 
alcoholic and dearly homosexual son. 
The Lyles seem to be used in the film 
for two reasons: to show how much 
more obnoxious and imperialistic the 
British are and (specifically, the son) to 
further heterosexualize the Moresby*, 
especially Port. In other words, they 
provide just two more reasons to give 
this film a miss. T 


Song of the Sissy Man 

SISSY MAN BLUES: 25 AUTHENTIC STRAIGHT AND GAY BLUES VOCALS. Jass Records. 



By Spencer Harrington 

African-American gay people have 
always had enough reasons to sing the 
blues, yet recordings of jazz and blues 
songs with homosexual themes arc not 
commonly available to the public Sissy 
Man Blues attempts to document a vital 
port of Black social history, idling the 
story of a marginalized subculture with¬ 
in a marginalized group of people. The 
vast majority of these tunes arc vintage 
recordings from the '20s and 'JOs, 
when jazz was hot and the blues were 
low-down and acoustic. 

These songs were not heard on the 
radio, because radio was routinely cen¬ 
sored, but not simply because music on 
gay and erode themes was contrary to 
the era's constricting moral climate. 
There were few, if any, radio stations 
that regularly programed Black music 
until the '40s. and haphazard distribu¬ 
tion of "race" records aimed at Blacks 
made 78s scarce for those fortunate 
enough to own a phonograph. So live 
performances at juke joints and tent 
shows were the only way much of the 
Black community heard this music. In 
the segregated, rough-and-tumble atmo¬ 
sphere of most barrelhouses, jazz and 
blues songs were free from strict moral 
scrutiny. Here, a musician could afford 



STACKING THE DECK...The results of 
Premiere's annual ’readers’ poll’ are 
probably decided on the responses of a few 
thousand readers—far fewer than buy 
Out Week every week. So here's a suggestion: 

Within the neat few days, visit a newsstand 
and get yourself a copy of Premiere—ot at 
least a copy of the pre-paid ’readers’ poll* 
postcard inserted near the front of the 
January 1991 issue. (Only actual cards pulled from the 
magazine will be counted.) Fill it in with gay-positive 
movie titles and performers. Premiere needs to receive the 
card by Jan. 11. 

Consider a ’Best Movie’ vote for tongtime Companion, 
despite its focus on dying gay white males rather than on 
living, loving and fighting lesbians and gays of all colors. 
It's the highest-profilc gay-positive film of the year, and if 
several hundred people voted for it, it might stand a chance 
of beating out that magical-disappearing-lesbian flick, Gbost 
If you really couldn’t stand Companion, maybe you liked 
the one much-discussed quasi-lesbian drama of the year, 
Henry &June. 

In any case, use your ballot to express yourself: Vote 


for the likes of Oranges Are Not tbe Only 
Fruit or Coming Out for ’Best Foreign 
Film’; point out forgotten characters like 
Elizabeth McGovern’s lesbian turn in Tbe 
Handmaid s Tale in the ’Best Supporting’ 
categories; pick an out lesbian or gay 
man for ’Best Director.* Cover up the 
Volkswagen logo on the ballot with a 
small lambda or pink-triangle sticker, and 
let Premiere know we’re here. 

BUTTON IT...Vanilla Ice, possibly America's lamest 
rapper, is more than just a storyteller. He’s a spineless 
homophobe as well, as was exhibited during a December 
performance at the Mayan, a Los Angeles disco. According 
to Dennis Hunt, who reviewed the show for the LA Times, 
Mister Vanilla (any relation to you-know-who?) ’proved 
tasteless and insensitive, attacking a heckler with a barrage 
of vicious profanity that included frequent use of a 
derogatory term for gays, inspiring boos from the crowd.* 
Several Out Week readers have deemed it time to zap this 
flavor of the month. Call QPM Management and ask for 
Lynn Fallows at (214) 985-9452. ▼ 

—compiled by Bruce C Steele, VhSoria Starr 



to be honest. 

As for this compilation—it's a mar¬ 
velous idea that isn’t followed through 
m production. For starters, the compact 
disc's eighth track, Speckled Red's 
'Dirty Dozens,* is missing, and an 
unidentified song occupies a spot 
between the last two cuts. The sound 
quality on many of the tracks is below 
Jass's normally excellent reproduction 
of vintage jazz. What's also frustrating 
is that only a third of the songs deal 
with gay issues. Jass supplements the 
gay tunes with straight music on sexual 
themes. The mixture fails because the 
disc’s interest resides in its gay 
theme—so much so that the straight 
tunes end up seeming like leftovers 
from the company’s many sexually ori¬ 
ented compilations. The mixture can 
also be confusing: It’s hard to tell 
which tunes are gay and which are 
straight amid the cacophony of record¬ 
ed pops and crackles. Chris Albertson, 
Bessie Smith's biographer, helped to 
research and compile the disc and 
penned the liner 
notes, which ramble 
and do not tell us all 
that much about the 
25 tracks. 

Two songs sung 
by George Hannah 


and accompanied by the great boogie 
pianist Meade Lux Lewis are the impor¬ 
tant material here. Hannah has an 
urbane sound, a smooth, high tenor 
that must have served him well in 
vaudeville stage shows. Hannah's 
’Freakish Man Blues,* probably autobi¬ 
ographical. tdls a story of a failed rela¬ 
tionship with a woman, and his sense 
that his 'strange feeling’ for other men 
’will be here to stay.* The 1931 record¬ 
ing of The Boy in the Boat* is, despite 
its title, a song about lesbianism. It's 
more a stage than a blues song, and its 
lyrics show the work of a witty social 
observer. Unde Sam decides to give les¬ 
bians a "chance,* by sending dough¬ 
boys ’all to France.* He ’sent ’em over 
there, the Germans to hunt,* and 'left 
the women at home to try out all their 
new stunts.’ 

No less important is Ma Rainey’s 
•Prove It on Me Blues.’ a challenge to 
her audience to find proof of her les¬ 
bianism. In the song, she sings that she 
'went out last night with a crowd of 
friends. It must’ve been 
women, 'cause I don’t 
like no men.’ Here it 
seems doubtful that this 
material is autobio¬ 
graphical, since Rainey 
was not only married 


but also liked to tour the country with 
the young men who compris e d her jug 
band. “Prove It on Me,* recorded for 
Paramount in 1928, reveals ha prefa- 
cncc for jug band accompaniment, a 
taste that links ha to the early folk ori¬ 
gins of the blues. Ha voice is lusty and 
gruff, and she uses it with such authority 
that each word seems like a command. 

Two different versions of "Sissy 
Man Blues,* the disc's title track, 
begin and end the disc. The first ver¬ 
sion, sung by Connie McLean's 
Rhythm Boys, sounds similar to the 
Josh White version at the end; the 
song’s guitar riffs arc borrowed from 
the Delta bluesman Robert Johnson. It 
is not a song about gays, but its last 
line, ’if you can’t send me no woman, 
send me some sissy man,’ touches on 
the gay theme. The diffaent versions 
suggest that ’Sissy Man’ may have 
been a repertory song—unpopular 
songs were rarely recorded or, for that 
matter, performed by different enter¬ 
tainers. Does this mean that Black 
audiences at tent shows and rural 
jukes considered homosexuality *a 
simple fact of life,* as Albertson 
states? This compilation doesn't pro¬ 
vide the answer, but the era’s other 
Black gay voices, lost in an archive, 
may still. ▼ 


MUSIC 




Kitsch, Beefcake and 
Technicolor 

Photographer Jose Villarrubia in Profile 



WM6S OF Oetmt—Tht ptotogrtpher post tor t chtngt 

sex as commodity, as advertising strate- a non-contemporary setting- Even here. 


JOSE VILLARRUBIA. Wessel 
O’ Connor. 580 Broadway. 

(212) 219-9524. Through Jan. II 


By Jim Marks 

In Jose VMIarrubia’s photograph, 
■Roman,' which opens the current 
showing of his work at the Wessel 
O’Connor Gallery, a haughty young 
man. dad in a gold lam* G-string and 
gold laurel wreath, stands before golden 
drapery parted to show a cloud-filled 
blue sky. It's an image both funny and 
sexy, yet so perfectly rendered that it 
goes beyond funniness and sexiness into 
the realm of art 

■Roman,* part of what Villamibia 
calls his “kitsch" series, marks an impor¬ 
tant development in the work of a pho¬ 
tographer who has, in little more than 
three years, already produced a signifi¬ 
cant body of photography. Born in 
Madrid, which he sidl loves for its fabu¬ 
lous night life—the best in Europe,* the 
29-year-old VUlarrubia has for ten years 
lived in Baltimore and considers himself 
a "very American' photographer. He 
places his carefully composed pho¬ 
tographs in the tradition of George Plan 
Lynes and Robert Mapplethorpe and 
speaks, a Hole disdainfully, of the "snap¬ 
shot" photographs of Bruce Weber and 
the obvious theatricality of Stephen 
Arnold. Nor for Villarrubia, the art that 
doesn't hide ait. 

Villarrubia says that he turned to 
kitsch because "I wanted to do some¬ 
thing fun, but at the same time, some¬ 
thing that was very well done A lot of 
my work is very serious—sad, almost. 
Because it is so concerned with the idea 
behind it, or a serious concept, it 
becomes dramatic also.* Take, for 
instance, Villamibia's 1989 photo "Sex." 
Although shot in Madrid m his fashion- 
photographer brother's studio, the 
image is Marlboro-man, jeans-clad 
American. Smoking a post-coital 
cigarette, blond hair slicked back, body 
silvered, eyes dosed impassively, the 
model is, as his belt buckle proclaims. 


gy, the body impersonal. 

Equally serious, ‘Danse Macabre* 
shows a gilded youth dancing with a gik 
skeleton in front of a sheet of gold fofl. 
The baroque light flooding the scene, 
along with the glimpse of blue sky, 
emphasizes the traditional, even hoary, 
aspects of the picture's memento mod 
theme, but the skeletal hip bones locked 
agiinsi the naked youth's groin dramatize 
an AIDS-gcnctatcd. contemporary obses¬ 
sion with the Romantic yoking of sex 
and death. So, too, Villamibia's very sexy 
series of boy and men angels draws on a 
theme that goes back to Caravaggio's 
treet urchins made saints, while the lade 
of context beyond the studio 
lack drops suggests a putty quite 
outside day-to-day existence. 

Villamibia's 'kitsch* series, 
which he began this year, also 
presents homoerotke sensuality in 


there is something serious in his 
approach to the often-silly '40s and ’50s 
beefcake photography that inspired 
him. I'm not making fun of k,* he says, 
*1 like it because it's funny. It's a tribute. 
1 have to study very hard Ito create 
these images!.* 

Villarrubia didn’t set out to recreate 
any particular picture form Bruce of LA 
or that Athletic Model Guld. "None of 
those images is so famous that it would 
have had iconographic value. What is 
important about them is their style and 
their ideas. I wanted to do work based 
on those images, but with a contempo¬ 
rary eye and a fine art approach to 
them, to try to make the 
images very beautiful.* 

Villamibia's homage to 
these '40s and '50s photos is 
inspired in part by their his¬ 
tory as "the only form of 





photography which featured 
the male nude during the 
’50s, which was such a 
repressive era.* The text in 
the 'physical culture' maga¬ 
zines was, he says, 'very 
provocative. The articles would talk 
about the ‘beauty of youth' and the 
‘splendor of manhood.” The text was 
just like the pictures, which never 
showed anything bit suggested a lot" 
The repressiveness of the era, Vtl- 
larrubia thinks, contributed to the 
photo's artistry. 'I think a lot of the 
artistic element in the photographs was 
a side effect of the repression. Because 
they were forced to suggest more than 
describe, whether they wanted to or 
not. they became artistic. They had to 
deal with fantasy, they couldn't deal 
with reality, so they deal with all these 
bomoerotic fantasies: Roman slaves. 


locks, cowboys and Indians, 
sailors—stereotypical symbols 
of manhood that were sexually 
loaded or that can be used as 
an excuse for a lot of nudity.* 
A key clement in con¬ 
structing his kitsch 

photographs—indeed, all his pho¬ 
tographs—is Villamibia's use of color. 
Most of the original physique photog¬ 
raphy was in black and white. Just as 
physique photographers turned to the 
traditions of Hollywood glamour pho¬ 
tography, Vitlarrubia took his color 
from '90s movies: ‘technicolor—bright 
colors, highly saturated, with pink, 
smooth, colored skin and flat light 
without strong shadows. Ifs all very 
artificial. I want it all to fit together 
like it couldn't go any other way, but 
nothing, nothing about the images is 
casual. Everything was very 


tightly choreographed.’ 

The formality of Villamibia's pho¬ 
tography, its careful composition and 
lighting, goes hand-in-hand with his tra¬ 
ditionalism, a historical awareness hard¬ 
ly limited to kitsch. In addition to his 
medievalish ’Danse Macabre* and 
Renaissance-derived angels, there are 
delicate works in the VRessd O’Connor 
exhibit that show a familiarity with the 
subtle, mythologically inspired composi¬ 
tions of Plan Lynes. It's not surprising 
that he also explores traditional hetero¬ 
sexual notions of male and female in 
hyper-romantic couplings. In having his 
say about the heteroerotic. VUIarrubia 
takes a path Robert Mapplethorpe 
walked, although without the subver- 
shreness of Mapplethorpe, who liked 
coupling a Black man with a white 
woman or creating tawdry softcore 
pornography for the heterosex slicks. 

Villarrubia is also incorporating 
Mapplethorpe's sexual frankness into his 
own aesthetic. Not on the walls of his 
current exhibition is one of his most 
startling pictures. The dimax of a show 
held in Baltimore this fall was a diptych 
entitled ‘Red and Black.' a work that, 
like Mapplethorpe’s most bold photos, 
insists that repression isn’t a requirement 
for achieving ait. The ruddy, mushroom- 
headed, fully erect penis in the 'red* 
half of the diptych challenges the 
parameters of 'suitable* subject matter 
for photography no less than the half 
flaccid one in Mapplethorpe's 'Man in 
the Polyester Suit.’ Coupled with the 
equally aroused, rubber-fetishist 'Black' 
half of the diptych, this work dearly sig¬ 
nals Villamibia's intention to incorporate 
the most primal urges into his worship 
at the altar of beauty. 

What binds Villamibia's diverse 
styles, uniting his borrowings and inspi¬ 
rations, is a continual effort to wring the 
maximum visual wallop from any 
image. In this, he is a hot-blooded 
Spaniard, not an exponent of Map¬ 
plethorpe's studied Manhattan cool. 

*1 was reading Susan Sontag's 
'Notes on Camp,” Villarrubia said in 
defining his attraction to the campy 
Athletic Model Guild photos, ’and 
she was talking about how the mark 
of kitsch and camp is the love of arti¬ 
fice. of excessive theatricality. I can 
identify with that.* ▼ 

JOSE VUIARRUBIA— m 0*n*t MtCtbft * 
Color Cibochrom. 





On the Frontline 

IMAGES FROM THE FRONT: PHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGING AIDS. 

The Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center. 208 W. 13th St. Through Jan. 31. 


By John Donahue 

On my way to the Lesbian and Gay 
Community Services Center. I stopped at 
FIT s galleries to see Images of Alan, the 
Armani show that documents IS years of 
his fashion photography ads. The show's 
title may suggest something democratic, 
with its echo of Edward Stekhcn's Fam¬ 
ily of Man Instead, the exhibit conspires 
to overwhelm the viewer with longing, 
both for clothes he or she cannot afford 
and for the men who wear them. The 
wall text captains that each year's cam¬ 
paign ushered in a new set of models; 
the photos are organ ized in ‘seasonal* 
groups—spring-summer or fall-winter of 
each passing year. Hie show is beautiful¬ 
ly mounted and lit. the photos glow, and 
the walls that hold no pictures are back- 
la. The setting is like a sealed spaceship 
cruising safely above the planet. 

I went from Images of Man to the 
Center's Images Prom the Front Photog¬ 
raphy Challenging AIDS. This made a 


brutal double feature 

Images Prom the Front is installed in 
one of the Center's threadbare meeting 
rooms. You may have to wait until a 
group dears out before having a chance 
to view * Here, 15 photographers' broad 
range of black-and-white pictures illus¬ 
trate the extent of the luttlefronL Unfor¬ 
tunately. AIDS photography needs no 
embellishment or explanation; the 
unadorned truth speaks strongest, and 
these documentary photographs arc the 
most affecting. Ame Svenson's "Clinical 
Studies* are powerful examples, with 
each work a closeup of men's faces 
hooked up with rubber tubes The por¬ 
traits are small and cropped dose to the 
free, each bead of sweat visible. 

The most startling work was Bryan 
Wintemute's *Hey There, Purple Pace,* in 
which a California license is enlarged 
showing the owner’s free disfigured with 
lesions Illustrating the mundane level at 


whkh PWAs must daily fight, it also sug¬ 
gests that the front is right here in our 
laundromats and even in our mirrors 
Y. Nagasaki contributes a kiss, Tom 
McGovern a triptych about living with 
AIDS and John lesrtick's "Memory of a 
Dead Lover* has been printed from a 
negative that looks as if it has been 
scratched, stepped on and mutilated 
Some of the photography is familiar, 
especially to readers of this magazine 
Demonstration photos have become 
frmiiar to the point of dich£. 

Images ts a scrappy show that con¬ 
fronts AIDS with an in an unconventional 
space b uses the metaphor of war as an 
organizing principle and was put together 
with zero dollars. The recent Army of 
lam show at PS 122 was another such 
exhibition. Appropriate to their tattered 
and marginal spaces and unfiftercd by 
commercialism, these shows deliver a 
potent Wend of mourning and activism. ▼ 


Know de Cologne 

EPISTEMOLOGY OF THE CLOSET by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick. 
University of California Press. $24.95 cL 258 pp. 


by Max Catritch 

Knotting is all 


Epistemology of the Ooset comes in 
a very pretty package Its marbled 
mauve jacket and compact typography 
frame an dejpnt black-and-white photo¬ 
graph of an Edwardian dandy, poised 
on the threshold of a brilliantly lit door¬ 
way—<ui idealized image of Sedgwick's 
reader, about to be engulfed by the 
white-hot light of her prose. Laudatory 
badc-ad quotes from Wayne Koestcn- 
baum and Douglas Crimp and the 
cachet of an academic 
publisher's Imprint on 
the spine confirm our 
already ineluctable sense 
of what is about to be 
experienced t he seduc- 


np ana me same-sex relatic 
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live promise, the dazzling scent of 
knowledge. 

But don't judge a book by to cover. 
Eve Sedgwick would have us know—rf 
we air to know anything at all—that the 
perfume-court ct aroma of knowmgnejB 
that adorns so much contemporary 
thinking on gay-rotued issues is often a 
mask for less discrete, more human 
odors As Sedgwick explains, a great 
deal of effort has been made in recent 
scholarship to go beyond the nation that 
our knowledge of "homosexuality* is 
sampiy the result of an increasingly more 
foil and mote accurate understanding of 
same-sex relations, the essence of which 
has been constant 
throughout history. It 
has become dear how 
unhelpful It is, for 
example, to look back 
at cultures like 14th- 
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century Europe's or at novels written in 
other centuries in order to pinpoint 'evi¬ 
dence* of homosexual identities and 
behaviors that differ from ours only inso¬ 
far as they weren't properly recognized as 
such. Rescuing medieval monks and char¬ 
acters out of Dickens from self-ignorance 
and repression, after all, has less to say 
about the unchanging nature of homo¬ 
sexuality than it docs about the desire for 
secure self-knowledge in the present 

Yet even as we recognize the pro¬ 
found differences in same-sex relations 
throughout history and across cultures, 
there is, Sedgwick feels, a lingering ten¬ 
dency to ground our exploration of 
such differences on something called 
'homosexuality as we know it today.’ 
While recognizing fully the vital impor¬ 
tance-legal, psychological, social, intel¬ 
lectual—that a unified, consensually 
defined 'homosexuality' has for people 
who live, love, pay taxes and go to 
court in a violently hctcrosexist society. 
Sedgwick wants us to jump back and 
take a look at what it is we think that 
we know about contemporary homel¬ 
and heterosexual definition. 

In fact, in the introduction to Episte¬ 
mology of tbe (Joset, Sedgwick insists that 
'a point of the book is not to know.... In 
particular, the book aims to resist in 
every way k can the deadening pretend¬ 
ed knowingness by which the chisd of 
modem homcv'hetcrosexual definitional 
crisis tends, in public discourse, to be 
hammered most fatally home.* The fatal¬ 
ities and near fatalities of this crisis are 
everywhere around us. They result, to a 
great extent, from the .paranoia and will¬ 
ful ignorance of institutions whose busi¬ 
ness it is to militate against a more com¬ 
plex, less constrained understanding of 
human sexual relations. These institu¬ 
tions indude the US justice Department, 
the Supreme Court, the medical commu¬ 
nity and the would-be cultural dictator- 
drips of reactionaries like William Ben¬ 
nett and Allan Bloom. 

But they also include the more 
humanely motivated, gay affirmative 
institution of contemporary gay and 
anti-homophobic theory, which, 
through the competition of various 
models (historical/transhistorical. 
tntooritizing/universal izing, gender-tran- 
ritive/gender-intransjtivc), tends toward 
the establishment of a single, superven¬ 
ing model of same-sex relations. The 
Truth’ of human sexuality may never 


be established, yet it continues to be 
the hypothetical goal. Sedgwick’s con¬ 
tention Is that, while all of these models 
have enormous practical and theoretical 
value, more attention should be paid to 
the gaps and contradictions within and 
between them, in order to "render less 
destructively presumable ‘homosexuali¬ 
ty as we know it today." 

To this tentative end. Sedgwick 
offers a book to which the work of 
unknowing can begin—a book that, in 
her own words, 'not only has, but con¬ 
stitutes, an extended introduction.* The 
conceptually oriented introduction and 
chapter 1 constitute a full third of the 
book’s length and will be, for all their 
sophistication, of greater interest to a 
general audience than the extended 
reading of Melville, Wilde, Nietzsche, 
Henry James and Proust that make up 
the later chapters. However, these chap¬ 
ters necessarily continue the exploration 
of the definitional crisis that is Sedg¬ 
wick’s reason for writing and are, fur¬ 
thermore, brilliant examples of what a 


less-impudent knowingness can bring to 
the study of sexual difference in the post 
as well as in the present 

Of course, for all her insistence 
upon not knowing, Sedgwick knows a 
great deal, and she is able to communi¬ 
cate what she knows to a very sexy 
way. The exuberance and playfulness 
of her writing is intoxicating, and while 
it often fails to be dear, it rarely fails to 
charm. Sentences suffering from wild 
syntax and fancy diction abound and 
clash, rather than mingle, with the 
body-chemistry of her ideas. But, 
unlike the strained, ugly, convoluted 
language of other high-priced literary 
theorists, Sedgwick's Is unabashedly 
content with its extravagance. Ultimate¬ 
ly. the heady promise of Epistemology 
of the Ctosefs pretty package is con¬ 
firmed. not by the arrogant assault of 
the season's new atomized intellectual 
scent, but by a smartly nuanced 
approach to gay studies that outlasts its 
own perfumery and will surely prove a 
perennial favorite. ▼ 


There’s a Good Sport 

THE ARENA OF MASCULINITY: SPORTS. HOMOSEXUALITY 
AND THE MEANING OF SEX by Brian Pronger. St. Martin's Press. 
$22.95 cL 320 pp. 


by Richard Fumosa 

Brian Pronger’s The Arena of 
Masculinity is an ambitious and read¬ 
able—though never lurid—attempt to 
get a handle on the relationship 
between athletics and gay men in West¬ 
ern culture. A researcher at the School 
of Physical and Health Education at the 
University of Toronto, Prongcr uses con¬ 
temporary gender theory to illustrate his 
organically personal yet theoretically 
sound treatise on the interaction 
between male orthodox heterosexual 
culture and paradoxical homosexual 
culture. The author clearly wants to 
blow the cover on this last bastion of 
‘straightness,' making homosexuality as 
visible in institutional athletics as it has 
become in the dergy, the military and 
the police force. Colorful interviews 
GRIPPM6 SUBJECT —University oi Toronto i 
Brian Fronqar 




with various gay (some self-loathing and 
some homophobic) and straight ath¬ 
letes, pro and amateur, in and out of the 
locker room, illustrate Pronger’s 
points—including his desire to get away 
from the media obsession with pro ath¬ 
letes and explore the roles sports play in 
everyday life. The author, once nexvath- 
letic himself, reveals the ways sports- 
shy, gym class-traumatized queers can 
reteach themselves to take control of 
their lives and find a vital, reaffirming 
existence within sports. 

In his preface, Pronger (what's in a 
name?) argues that straight women and 
lesbians, unlike gay men, have a com¬ 
fortable place in the sports world When 


asked why she had chosen professional 
sports or physical education for her life's 
work, one lesbian stated that if she 
hadn't, ‘she was afraid she'd never see 
another lesbian again * Though he 
acknowledges that world’s lesbian denial, 
he leaves the subject of women in sports 
to another author. 

By exposing and exploring the 
estrangement of many young gays from 
the culturally defined macho-hctero 
sports image, Pronger wants to get at the 
root of this coach- and peer-pressured 
world where being straight, sexist and 
homophobic is venerated For most gays, 
potential pleasure turns to pain; as one 
athlete put lb T very often sow myself as 


less masculine than the boys who were 
doing Espottd I suffered a lot because of 
that. I really think I undervalued myself 
because of that and never really fek com¬ 
fortable being a gentle person, which 1 
fed is the best way to categorize die way 
I was then* 

Growing up. gay men often avoid 
team sports, gravitating to more individ¬ 
ualistic sports like diving, swimming, 
gymnastics, track and figure-skating 
Since Stonewall, bar- and noo-bor-spon- 
sored softball, volleyball and other 
group-participation sports have provided 
an outlet for gays who wish to reaedi- 
mate and reorient themselves to athlet¬ 
ics—not without some problems, how- 


Ties 

by Terry Wohrarton 


About the time our relationship began to be in serious 
trouble, 

she began to talk about tying me up 
One night in bed she confessed she had a fantasy 
of tying my legs apart, my aims over my head, 
and making love to me. 

1 expected to feel repulsed, 

but was startled to find 

that the image was exciting to me. 

Rather than pulling away, turning my back to her in 
the bed, 

I raised up on one elbow 
and asked her to tell me mote. 

Our relationship was in trouble because 1 wanted 
another lower. 

I said I didn't want to leave her, but I wanted something 
else too. 

She was threatened, threatening 

Our days became pe p pe r ed with accusation. 

Our lovemaking got better and better. 

We would talk about her fantasy while we were 
making love. 

She would whisper to me, 

*1 can't wait to have you tied up. 


only your ass will be able to move * 

The anticipation would heighten our passion 

I was turned on by what I felt 

was the extent of my trust, 

my willingness to surrender 

She talked about the kinds of ties she would use 

(•Soft, cotton, 

I don't want to hurt your baby skin.*) 

1 was still moving ahead with the cither lover. 

Our fights intensified. 

We broke up and reconciled. 

Broke up Reconciled 
The sex sizzled 

VCte went to the hardware store and bought eychooks 
to install in the wood frame of the bed 

She accused. I defended. 

She derided. 1 exploded 
She provoked. I attacked 

The ties were flimsy 
Soft Cotton 

I could have broken away in the snap of a wrist 
But 1 stayed Spellbound 
l stayed and stayed 

Until the ties themseh « began to fray and weaken 
Until no amount of tension could make them hold 


Your legs will be spread so fir apart. 


Terry Woberton's poetry bos appeared in The Jacaranda Review. 
Tsunami and Sinister Wisdom among others. Sbe maintains that *Black 
musk ; lesbian feminism and the 12 Steps sated my life. * Sbe lives in Los 
Angeles. ▼ 
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cvtr As one softballer states 'There 
are whole teams that can't stand each 
other's teams. I was taken aback In 
softball, how much gay people can 
mirror their straight counterparts.* 
Pronger attributes this aggression to 
the sensibility of de-emphasis, the old 
"I'm gay and fust as masculine as a 
straight guy * He points out the dear 
danger of this kind of homophobia 
which discourages all gays from par¬ 
ticipation in sports. 

The allure and inherent dangers 
of exposure in the locker room, the 
fetishization of the jock strap and the 
shower room and, of course, the eroti- 
ctzation of the coach are explored 
through fascinating, sometimes heated 
anecdotes, probably the most enter¬ 
taining and vital ports of the book. A 
provocative selection of straight and 
gay media images through history sup¬ 
ports Pronger’s thesis that everyone is 
exposed, and responds, to culturally 
determined aspects of masculinity, 
from the bronze Apollos of antiquity to 
muscle magazines and the advertise¬ 
ments for Falcon Videos. 

Pronger sees the masculine mus- 
demanu of the 70s and '80s as a new 
form of drag (something most of us 
queers already knew, though it Is dis¬ 
cussed in-depth here). ‘Muscles, espe¬ 
cially the pectorals,’ he observes, 
have replaced the sweater and swish 
as predominant gay signs. The para¬ 
dox is now being played with greater, 
perhaps double, irony. Rather than 
undermining masculinity by effemi¬ 
nate gestures and appearance (single 
irony), gay men. not being masculine 
in the orthodox sense, undermine 
their seeming masculinity by the uses 
of masculine stgns like muscles (dou¬ 
ble irony).* The politics behind the 
exclusive masculinity of the 70s and 
'80s are crashing into the '90’s 
embrace of femininity and inclusion; 
in other words, pearls and brawn are 
now de rigueur. 

The issues of class and race in 
the sports world are, however, inade¬ 
quately addressed, and the author’s 
paean to the Gay Games sadly expos¬ 
es some blind spots (such as handi¬ 
capped issues) that ACT UP/NY is 
currently addressing in discussions of 
the games proposed for New York. 
But thanks must be given to Pronger 
and St. Martin’s for their efforts in 


beginning a serious dialog on a sub¬ 
ject that is usually dealt with either in 
strokebook or in sensationalist, seif¬ 
loathing fashion. ▼ 

GOSSIP 
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called me to tdl me that a lot of what I 
said was "good advice* and ‘intelligent* 
and that he wanted us to be 'good guys* 
He then chatted with me for a lade while. 
You know, ‘good guy* small talk. 

And 1 was resigned—if he kept his 
word—to treat McDonnell right, like a 
•good guy.* 

So the ‘Dubious Achievement 
Awards* issue hit the stands, and bow 
does the headline now read? It says, 
“What is this guy, some kind of a pussyT 
(Ironically, this was on the same page 
with Esquire's comments about 1990’s 
•Smarmy Sexists'). 

Well, at least they took out the word 
fag.* right? 1 mean. I’m supposed to be 
happy about that, right’ I should then be 
quiet now, right’ 

AAAAAAHHHHHH 

ARE THESE PEOPLE ASSHOLES?! 
DO THEY THINK THE 'ISMS* ARE 
INTERCHANGEABLE I just don't get it. 
Does McDonnell think that we will 
accept such sexist crap and let k go sim¬ 
ply because he agreed not to use a 
homophobic term? 

Wdl, hear this McDonnell you're no 
•good guy." YOU’RE A PIECE OF SHIT! 
First you let the December issue of 
Esquire run with MicheBe Pfaffer on die 
cover with the headline, *What Michelle 
Pfeiffer Needs...* Now this (And this line 
is homophobic, too: The connotation of 
•pussy* in this case 6 Tag.*) Why don’t 
you, as editor in chief, just stand up to 
Hershey and tell him that Bquire must act 
responsibly and treat women and gays 
the same way k does other groups when 
it comes to this so-called cutting-edge 
humor 0 mean, what are you, some kind 
of.. ). Otherwise, FIRE THE BASTARD! 

I am sick to death of the bile that is 
spewed from that rag. Every month 
there's more garbage, more insensitive 
and irresponsible dreck, more hateful and 
hurtful babble that ultimately bears down 
on my life! And then, when I try to deal 
with you people and right some of the 
wrongs, I get treatment such as Eisen- 
berg’s handling of my ‘rebuttal,* followed 
by your verbal promise to be ‘good 


guys* while you continue to let your edi¬ 
tors step all over us. 

WELL, TM NOT GOING TO TAKE IT 
ANY MORE—NONE OF US ARE. NOT 
FROM YOU AND NOT FROM ANY¬ 
BODY. IF IT MEANS THAT THINGS WILL 
GET UGLY, GROTESQUE AND DOWN¬ 
RIGHT FRIGHTENING. THEN SO BE IT. 

And if you don) believe that, wdl, 
then, you just try me, FUCKFACE. 

Meanwhile, my dear readers, per¬ 
haps you, as concerned ckiaens. should 
call Mr. McDonnell at (21Z> 459-7550. Tdl 
him what you think about Esquire s big¬ 
otry and give this obviously spineless, 
small and weak man, some of your 
advice on how he can take charge of his 
out-of-control staff. ▼ 
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you to picture Washington looking like 
what this government is about to do to 
downtown Bagdad. We're not 
impressed by your Pint Amendment 
rights, Utdegiri. Goon home. 

It’s late now, and I have to go. 
Alan has another temperature of 105 
and may not last the night. I don't 
know where any of my friends will be 
sent, or when. I don't know how 
theyll be treated when they get there. 
But 111 visk when I get the money. 
Theyll call, collect. Well write. They’re 
not the only political prisoners, theyll 
have me remember. Already in this 
country, there are more than 100, most 
of them people of color. Wdl. good¬ 
bye, then— 

I told you I can’t write this. 
There’s not enough irony here; nothing 
to compare and contrast. I'll be 
accused of—accused of— 

How many loved ones do you 
have? How many have you lost? What 
is the worth of a human Hfe? Unimag¬ 
inable ▼ 
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7th Ave. at 21st St 
620-9684 

Open M-F. 12-3,6-midnight 
M-Saturday 
Sundays, 5-11 
Free Delivery 


NEW & USED Compact Oiscs | 
Cassettes and Records 



A POLITICAL PLAY FOR OUR TIME 

Written by TONY KUSHNER 
Directed by MICHAEL GREIF 
with mANCKTONROY, OLEK KRUPa! JOAN MacINTOSH, 
ELLEN MCLAUGHLIN. KENNETH L. MARKS. ANGIE PHILLIPS. 
FRANK RARER. MARIAN SELDES. HENRY STRAM and RENO 


j^CHARGE TICKETS BY_PHONE: (212) 598-7150^ 


PUBLIC THEATER. 425 Lafayette St.. N.Y.C. 
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EVERY WEEK ON MANHATTAN CABLE CHANNEL V ( 35 ) 
EVERY WEEK ON MANHATTAN CABLE CHANNEL D ( 17 ) 
Emy Saturday 7-Sun on Brooklyo-Oooons Casio Chonnol 1501 


THURSDAYS 


Be Our Guest 10:00-10:30 PM 


Entertainment for and about the Gay and Lesbian 
Community 


THURSDAYS 


Gay U.SA 11:00 pm-lfcQQ Mid . CH (35)V 

A National Overview of tots breaking. News and Entertainment from around me Country 


THURSDAYS 


Men & Films 12: 00 Mid.-1230 am 

REVIEWS OF MALE EROTICA ALONG WITH 
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Tune In December 20 af 11pm tor a one hour special celebrating the life of Vito fl 

Gay Cable Network 

32 Union Square East. Suite 1217 
New York, NY 10003 
(212)477-4220 

Celebrating our 8th year. 
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AN EVENTS CALENDAR 


( 212 ) 777-1800 


1*9 Wo* 25 Street 


No Tbck fnr loooi 


NEW ADDRESS 

AH Hsttngt should be sent to Out- 
Week listings. IN WL 25 It. NT. NT 
10001 


BROOKLYN WOMEN'S MARTIAL 
ARTS presents Karate Clause Mr 
Women Serious. supportive training 
In 6o)u karat* Bepnners may (tart 
Dm week of Jan. 8. Sliding monthly 
la* bated on lacom*. from S5 to 
tits Ca« for das* schedule, to rap- 
Ntar and for fra* chM can. BWMA 
421 fifth Aw*. Parti Slope. Brooklyn 
(718) 788-1775. 

LIVELY ART* 

AHo IN Dm daffy ffsttngs for sbow- 
top* of on* or two day* 

A («•) vtpnifl** a new titling 

THE WESSEL O'CONNOR GALLERY 
pr*(*nta Vintage Physique Pho¬ 
tographs, 1949 1989 by Bare* *1 
La* Angeles Bruce. described by th* 
gallary at “Hit master of physique 
photography.* was. according to 
D*nnh Cooper, an indluen 'on •very- 
on* from Robot MagipMtfiorp*. Hob 
Rltts and Bruct Water to Cindy Ster- 
man and LaurM Simmons * Palrsd 
with Broca wHI te No* ClbacbraoM 
by J»t* Vlltarrabla. a Madrid-born 
photograpter who 'reveals Ms Wcta- 
tural background In Ns surrealistic 
imagery which combines death wffhl 
he American tasdnatm of erotica and 
glamour * Gaffoy hours Tu-S. 10 am 
to 6 pm, Wastal O'Connor. 580 
Broadway (212) 219-9524 Oac 14 
toJoi12. 

Tiff VORTEX THEATER COMPANY 
prastnlt Robert Colas' illooto 
Eg**/a hcimnmltiKi an ateunfst 
comedy "Tte ptay dofs with vlofoic* 
against homosexuals and Indlflooic* 


to poNBcal awareness within th* gay 
community by focusing on a gay 
male couple who allow thalr apart¬ 
ment to be used by gay vigilante*, 
end then regrard the enstang violence 
as more a ntatanca than a mom cu¬ 
tis *10. or *5 with TT>f voucher Per¬ 
formances on Ok. 20-22, Oee. 
27-29. Jan. 2-6 and Jan 9-13 164 
Eleventh Ave S pm (212)208-1764. 

THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
WOMEN presents Wen. a* Pkelepra 
pier* NOW. featuring work by 
Bertnlc* Abbott Barbara BrodMck. 
Annie Leibovitz and others Opening 
reception and auebon on Ok. 17 
from 7-10 pm Ragtaar gaffery hours 
M-F, 1-6 pm New York Open Canter 
Art Gallery 83 Spring St. (212) 219- 
2527 Dec 9 through Jaa 13 

^JOSEPH PAPP presents A Irtftrt 
Reset ColiH Dir written by Tony 
Kushner end directed by Michael 
Grief A play about Germany in the 
'30s and America In the '90s. A 
Bright Room Called Qiy has this nets 
from lesbian performer Rea* ‘So 
now I'm adlng Iks an actress wSth al 
them serious adorn M a heavy play * 
According th* plays flyer. The only 
people sleeping soundty are th* guys 
giving th* rest of us ted dreams ' 
*25 The New York Shakespeare fes¬ 
tival 425 Lafayette St Tu-Su al 8 
pm Sa-Su at 3 pm Bax office: (212) 
596-7150 Through Jan 13. 

CENTER MUSEUM OF LESBIAN AND 
GAY HISTORY AND ARCHIVES opens 
Imogot From On Fnot: Pffefepre- 
pffy Chlliiogtoi AMU. villous works 


and Imagery. Written and dbtdsd by 
Katie Maltey Music by Carel 
Llpnlk. video by Maftbew Calffwetl. 
dim by Dasid Flsalgia. projections 
by Nancy Hytaed and flee Wssl and 
choreography by Jaffa O'Malley $8 
Tuesday through Friday evenings if 8 
pm. Saturdays at 7 end 10 pm and 
Sundays at 7 pm. Th* Ohio Theatre 
66 Wooster St., between Spring and 
Broom# streets Info: (212) 575- 
3030 Jin 12 through Jan. 26 

*THE GLINES presents Uadecap* 
Wm Mai* figure a tore* about two 
gay men and their sexual fantasias, 
wrtttan by Jaffa CraMrea Director 
Jeffa Wall Cast Mania Chain* Raff 
Parker. Jimmy O'Neill *15 Court¬ 
yard Ptayffous*. 39 Grova St at 
Bltecker Street Wednesday through 
Friday aveMngi at B pm. Saturdays at 
6 and 9 pm, Sundays at 7 pm. Reser¬ 
vations (212) 889-3530. Through 


ROYAL COURT PRODUCTIONS pre¬ 
sents Lift, a revue m gender illusion 
*10 Producers Club Thetaer. 358 W. 
44th Si. stale 7. Fridays al 11 pm. 
IMo: (212) 888-5780 

SHUNKAN PROOUCTIUONS and 
LESLIE IRONS present Michael 
Hies** a Wo'to Go I ToBofl Th# 
mutac and lyrics lor this new musical 
were wiMm by Mchaal Hansen In the 
last six mouths of Ms Ota. before he 
dtad of AIDS Sidney Merrts a play¬ 
wright was ghmn the taps a year later 
and. coffaboraffng wNh muilcal direc¬ 
tor. Saee Herttay. computed the 
musical Jaffa Well Mreds; Rea OeM- 


r eh red Sofld Gold Dancers. Amish 
rappers who put the ‘men back In 
Meimonite,* an early Simon 6 Gar- 
lunkal. and tha Rocky Mountain Butt 
Boys who opan at a gay rodeo in 
West Hollywood; videos serve as 
transitions tetwean IN* routines, al 
55 Grove St (west of 7th Av* South). 
*8 ♦ 2-drink mffdmum. FRI M 8 pm. 
368-5438 

AMERICAN PLACE THEATER pre¬ 
sents / «wf fetar* Yea Naked by 
Jeyca Caret Oates about tan women 
dealing with Me In today's America, 
with EI label* Alley. P*«T Temple- 
tea. Naacy Barrett. Aaela 
McGreevty. Marguerite Kate. Brew 
WM BeeM; 111 W 46 St *20; WED- 
SAT at 8 pm. also WED 6 SAT at 2 
pm. SUN M3 pm 840-3074 

CHARLES LUOLAM THEATRE pre¬ 
sents Ledtam's Cam Me. starring and 
directed by Everett Oalnten with 

Cfferyl Reeve*. Kea Scallln. Geary 
Oetenaaa. Eerete. ffebb Reed. Jim 

Lamb, Carl Clayffaarat. H.M. 
Keeeekaa. Jaae-Claada Vaiaeea. 
Sieve* Pel. t Sheridan Square; *25: 
TUE-fTU at 8 pm, SAT 6 SUN at 7 pm; 
891-2271 

CHERRY LANE THEATRE presents 

David 81 event ThoSom HIM. by tha 
wrter ol BmtorMomnt starring Taey 
BaMarya and Rkffart Veeffn. Reel¬ 
ed by Kevin Oewttaf. about a falter 
who trie# to help with Ms son's gay 
retaffomMp* wtdta he looks tor e new 
wtta; 38 Commerce St *27 50-*32Jft 
TUE-fRt at 8 pm. SAT at at 7 610 pm. 
SUN at 3 * 7 30 pm; 980-2020 


some way. Juried by arttsts. photogra¬ 
phers. activists; work by Merpaa 
Gweawald. Mark Jekaaen. Tracey 
LIN. Rekerl Mlyeett. Raberl 

Vazquez Tha Center 206 W 13 Si 
(212)620-7310 Through Jml 18. 

mTWEED (Theatre Works: Emerg- 
ing/Experimental DUectkm) presents 
The Htetery at Pame y apffy. * mtall- 
mdedii performance work that 
axplorts tha pornographic pbt- 
nomanon In Wastarn civilization 
Media Indude music, movement, text 


Morris wM doom* Ms roytate* to the 
People With AIDS Common At seals 
*15 Near Wings Theatre 154 Christo¬ 
pher St at Washington Street Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays at 8:30 pm. 
Saturdays at 7 and 10 pm Sundays at 
7 pm Reservations (212) 827-2961 

55 GROVE STREET presents Cam 
Prahsarff and ieff KaffairY fricktac* 

A Blotto, performers who both 
appeared In Porting Glances, their 
origin*! comedy material indudes two 
locks wko learn titty can vogot. 


LUCILLE LORTEL THEATER present* 
Foloot letaed tha William Firm/James 
Lapin* musical Th* tMrd in Finn's 
Mtrrii Trilogr ftUitloUnd exam- 
loss th* impact of AIDS on a gay 
mala coupe*, a Nstian couple, a het¬ 
erosexual couple and a child 121 
Christopher St *27 50-435. Tu-fN 
8pm San7and 10pm So*3pm. 
(212) 924-8782. 

RAPP THEATRE COMPANY ravlves 

Thame* M. Otacff'i »* CorBiool 

Offerer ‘a cMfflng look Inside the 



hierarchy ol lha modem Catholic 
Church exploring such Issues *s 
AIOS. abortion. list to organized 
ertmt and homosexuality*, diractad 

by A. Jeffrey Caban Marring ftaarga 
MeGrato u lha Cardhal; 220 E 4 St 
S10 (TDK ok); FRI A SAT at 10 
411:30 pm. SUN at 2 pm (RT. 35 
min.); 529-6160 
MONOAT, JAN. 7 

ACT UP/HY Waatly Maattag Coopar 
Union. Eaat 7th Straat at Third 
Avanua. 7:30 pm. Info: (212) 564- 
2437. 

SAGE praaants Maa and Warn** 40 
pto* Tagatoor Ttw rap group marts 
tha first Monday of avary month 7 
pm Also Adalt larrtwr* at (anal 

Abaaa. a tharapy group lor woman. 7 
pm AS aaants happen at tha Cantor 
200 W. 13th St Mo: (212) 741-2247. 

TUESDAY, JAN. I 

BRONX AIOS COMMUNITY SERVICE 
PROJECT praaanta Waaiaa a Poor 
Edaeatlaa Training I Ona Fordham 
Plaza, suits 800. Tha Bronx. 10 am to 
12 pm (212)296-5005 

BRONX AIOS TASK FORCE praaants 
tha Irani AIOS Edacslsn network 

Goals: to promts a supportive piaca 
tor prop*# to network and discuss 
strategies and nssdt. Conftranca 
Room 5. Lincoln Hospital 234 Eaat 
149th St Tha Bronx 9:30-11 am 
Contact: Janat Goldberg at (212) 
2B3-2658. or Rosaline Morales it 
(212)295-5006 

SAGE presents tegerrtn ai 11 am. 
Saga has a rap group for then who 
era over 50 and HlV-posmvs. at 6 
pm, tha Aaaanl Meeting at 6 pm. and 
tha Beard at OirecSnra Maatlag at 8 
pm AI averts happen at the Canter. 
208 W 13th St Mo: (212) 741-2247. 
SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS 
praaants Eaat Village Night Dialog 
Oat 6 pm Call for restaurant and 
other datads Later, join the SAL Gals 
at PS 122 to sea Marla Beatty's 
SpMnm vmoul Sterns (Sne PS 
122* ttSng.] SAL (716) 965-7578. 

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS M BUSI¬ 
NESS Olscastlaa Circle: r»e 
[atrifraaiartal Partanallty, with 
natworWng and lha Business Onic‘. 
at tha Canter. 206 W 13 St 6:30-8 
pm; $6; Into 718/499-6964 (Editor's 
note WEB meats tonight and every 


GAY MEN OF THE BRONX Qeaeral 
Maatlag. 1 Fonftam Plaza, 8th door 
6-8 pm. Info: Chrti (212) 0806 
(EngNsh) or Robert (212) 862-3404 
Meetings are 2nd and 4th Tuaedayt; 
next la Jan. 22 

MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETHER 

presents MACT/NT Palltlcal 
Actlanjhlidle Oatraach CaanaKta* 
Maatlag Tha Carter 206 W 13th St 
830 pm Into (212) 222-9794 

PERFORMANCE SPACE 122 praaants 
Marta Beatty* Spbfaitf Wltlul 
Sttrili: Wamaa Farltrmaati 
Mitts Spin Out Tha video features 
Dtamanda Galas. HoNy Hughes, Rob¬ 
bia McCaiday and Rachel RooorthM, 
and also Includas dozens of other 
woman performance artists $6 PS 
122. ISO net Aw., at 9th Straat 7 
and fl pm. SWS: (212) 280-2431 PS 
122: (212) 477-5288. 

PINK PANTHERS General Maatlag A 
special meeting or tha Eaat and Want 
village patrols New mambers are 
urgad to attend. The Alexander 
Room Tha Center 206 W. 13th St 8 


ASIANS AND FRIENDS NEW YORK 
present A/NY Executive leard Meal 
lag. Open to AFNY members only 
Space M limited, so cad lor meeting 
datads and to reserve a place. (212) 
674-5064. 

LESBIANS AND GAV MEN OF NEW 
BRUNSWICK prasantt Paagla 
Against Dam title Violence Friends 
Meeting House 109 Mchol Aw. New 
Brunswick. NJ. 8 pm (908) 247- 
0615 

A OIFFERENT LIGHT presents 
Michael Careen reading from Ida 
book Brothers in Arms Mb Hudson 
St 6 pm Mo (212)969-4850 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 9 

SAGE presents Maa s 50-ples Rap 
Group at 5:30 pm. Vehmtear Orien¬ 
tation at 6 pm and Saga Pin II at 7 
pm AI averts happen at tha Cart* 
206 W. 13th St lido: (212) 741-2247. 

AIDS AMO ADOLESCENTS NETWORK 
OF NEW YORK presorts Child Sexual 

New York. 610 Laxlngton Aw at 53rd 
St 3 pm to 5 pm. (212) 925-6675 

MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETHER 


pratanti LnaMea aad Gay People at 
Celer Meertag CammMaa Maatlag 

Last year* meeting brought together 
dozen* of organizations of gay man 
and lesbians ol color to plan their 
contributor to tha Lesbian and Gay 
Prtda Panda. Join now to IMp plan 
this year*. Or Marjorie HID* office 
52 Clumber* St., room 209. 6-10 
pm Call Bart for Info: (212) 505- 
0506 

ASIANS AND FRIENDS NEW YORK 

present Mambers Meal Mambarr 

Bog starts In i private Aning room it 
6 pm. lodowad by dinar at 730 Tha 
drinks an on you. dinar Is $20 par 
parson. Tatarry restaurant 62 Green¬ 
wich Avo. (212) 675-6193 Call 
Andrew Ng of AFNY tor raaarvMona. 
(212)674-5636 

SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS 
praaants Creed hr* Woman * Support 
Creep For ’networking and sharing 
your iif—(of profession]! ind non* 
professional artists, writers and 
muatclana. Call to confirm: (718) 
336-1573 Also tonight Peel Night 
Featuring tree pool.plng pong. bll- 
lards, aN hockey and shooting hoops 
at Brownstona Ward Seventh Aw. 
at Ratbush 6 pm Afterwards. socuF 
Izlng at The fiooat. Savanth Ava. at 
8th St Call to confirm: (716) 965- 
7578. 

GAY CIRCLES presorts Orteatatloa 
tin first matting In an tight weak 
serial that brings man together to 
share expectants and opinions in s 
northraatenlng atmosphere Topics 
Include: growing up gay. comtngout 
sexuality. AIDS, homophobia, low 
and relationships, tots and changt. 
gay Iwrltaga and community. The 
Cantor 206 W 13th St 8 pm Call 
John for Moc (212) 596-9660 

GLAAD Gaaaral Maatlag. featuring a 

discussion on tha topic. ’Rghtlng 
Homophobia Through Education * 
Guests include mayoral liaison Mar 
Jorto HMI. Ronald Marker o« tha les¬ 
bian and Gay Teacher's Association 
and Andy Humm of tha Hrtrick-Mar- 
Bn lostttirt* Tha Cantor. 206 W 13th 
SI 8 pm. (212)966-1700 

GAY MALE SrU ACTIVISTS Martini 
aad Olaeaaalaa: Capa aad Ball 

Plagr at tha Cantor. 206 W 13 St. 
3rd Floor. sodabzing at 8 pm. pro¬ 
gram at 8:30 pm. $4 members, 1 $6 
nonmambars. 727-9678 


EAGLE BAR Mart* Night Fraafa 

oaakar 142 11th Am (at 21 A); 11 
pm, 691-6451 

THUR60AT, JAN. 10 

SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS 
praaanta Maabalta* Field Trlpa 
First N* Laablaa Hart ary Arthhraa 

Nlgkt a* the SAL Gaia ’check out tha 
dyke Matte*, photo* and arWacto ’ 
Latar. go sea tha WOW Cafa* 
Threag* Me Walls, tha opening of an 
all-woman play about *a woman too 
long aloe In her apartment ’ WOW 
reservation* (212) 460-8067 SAL 
info and cortlrmaflon: (718)965- 
7578. 

SAGE presorts Sagarsin at 11 am, 
Expierlag New York: Museum at lha 

City at New Tart at 2:30 pm. Maa 
Caaplt t 6reap at 8:30 pm. and 
Maa* 40-plu **P Swap at 6 pm 

AA averts happen at tha Cantor 208 
W13th St Info: (212) 741-2247. 

THE GIRTH AND MIRTH CLUB 

Maws tartar gtafflog mi Mtolltog The 

Carter 206 W13th St 


SAGE presorts Haa s 50-ptaa Rap 
Group at 6 pm. Wemea'a 40-pias 
Rap Graap at 7 pm. Wamaa* 56- 
plus Rap Ortap at 7:30 pm and 
Wamaa Ceopla* Group at 630 pm 
AI averts happen at tha Cantor 206 
W13th St Mo: (212) 741-2247 

SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS 
present* Dining Out: Kar-potslbly 
•tha bast CNnst in the Stop* ’ 6:30 
pm. 428 5th Aw . batwaan 8th and 
9th streets Afterwards Game Night 
Trivial Parian Fun and tacts In Park 
Stopa 600 pm CM for tocaSon and 
to corttrm (718) 965-7578 

MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETHER 

presents Edacalleaal Faram aad 
Penal Oliontiaa: ’Prartdlag Car*. 
Esa Miami aad Otherwtoa. I* aa MTV 
lataelad ar AlOI-Olagaasad Par¬ 
se*. ’ The Cantor 206 W 13th St 
7:46 pm Into: (212)222-9794 
GAY MEN OF THE BRONX presorts 
Dinner al Plaa Ratlaaraal 1913 
Broradaie Aw. RSVP by Jan 9 Cad 
Ron tor into: (212) 5796746 

GAY MEN OF AFRICAN DESCENT pre¬ 
sents My Maa Daaa Daat Mo 
Wraagl ar maybe (jail maybe) I did 
my maa wraag Addressing tha quas¬ 


ars! Tuesday) 




Bon: Why It It to dMIcift to hold Ml SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS 
to 1 non? Featuring brief skits and presents Broach la Nth Slop* 1:30 
ml Ufa experiences Tht Center 208 pm Call tor restaurant and othar 
W 13th St. 8 pm. Into: 820-7310 details That avening. It's Arts aid 
Cram Night Bring your arts and 
BACA OWN TOWN peasants IMt HP crarts tuppltot to tha clubhouse 

tear tea Dream, a pertomwics series Noruritsts wetcome -Ms Is simply 
taahrtng poetry and music, and dadF tor tun 7:30 pm Call to confirm: 
cated to the memory of Or. Marlin (718)986-7578. 

Lutlwr Kino. <r Curated Hr William 

Rape L Featuring work by Jays FRANKLIN FURNACE presents Wah 

Austin-Williams. Hill Greta Elans tera Nate/ by Themes Charm Tha 

CreaafteM Marty rattan par Oaiatelc performance 1s a series ot mono- 

TBytor $8 or TDf 111 Wteoughby Si logues describing Churm's expert- 

BrooWyn Mo and raaervaiona (718) encas living In a New York City 
598-2222. (See Jan. 12] slngle-room-occupency hotel. Jori¬ 

son Memorial Church 55 Washing- 
IATUROAY, JAN. 12 ton Square South 8:30 pm. Into: 

(212)925-4871. 

SAGE ortstnts Support Fir Yo« i 

bereavement group for men and BACA 00WNT0WN presents We 

women dealing with loss Meets Fe/few tee Drtam a performance 

every Saturday morning Tha Canter series featuring poetry and musk. 

206 W 13*h Si 11 am. Info: (212) and dedkated to the memory of Dr 

741-2247 Martin Ludier King. Jr Curated by 

William Pape L Featuring work by. 
SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS Jefea Cyril Breaka Oentete Reddick 
presents Inmdc Oasis at 1:30 pm. Pael SUN. Lament I. Sleptee Kball 
Then, folng them for a Uahiaa Rale- Uaefe 18 or TDf 111 WBIoughby 
lleaifelpa Werkabep: Baoedariee SL Brooklyn Info and reservations 
and Marginp (peril), ted by Arisen (718)596-222^ [See Jen. 11] 
Bandter and Mxteteuve Price at Iden¬ 
tity House. $10. 5:30 pm. 544 Sixth SUNDAY. JAN. IS 
Ave.. between 14th and 15th streets 

Beck in Ptefc Slope, n Considering MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETHER 
Melherheed a six-week workshop MACT/NY Beard al Dimeters Meal 
for las Marts. Coma alone or with a leg Tha Center. 208 W 13th St. 
partner 1 pm Into: (718) 499-9330 230-730 pm lido: James at (212) 

FiniBy. Bril Timers Night Party tor 995-8063 M Chris «(212) 801-0806 
nervous newcomers and maternal 

types, among others For all events. AMERICAN GAY ANO LESBIAN 
call to confirm first (718) 985-7578 ATHEISTS present their flM-Sunday- 
of-each-month monthly meeting 
ADVANCE0 HEALTH SOLUTIONS AGLA Is 'dedkated to upholding the 
Health Sam lair tor tha HIV PesHhre Hist Amendment principle ot sepeta- 
ead the Worried Well, 'leant self- lion between church and stale' $2 
hypnosis, mental imaging and how Tha Coffeehouse at the Center. 208 

to ritualize recovery to promote * W138i Si 1-3 pm AGLA atso oper- 

healthter Immune system and sup- atet a 24-hour DtaF-A-Gay Atheist 
port greater health and wad-being', commentary One (718)899-1739 
853 B'way. Suita 1511; 10 am - 

noon; $80 (insurance reimbursable, LESBIAN FEMINIST LIBERATION 
advance registration gats a dit- presents Successful Aging tor Lee- 
count). 877-8734,877-8017 Haas: Ptaaalag tar Year Future 

Featuring Chris AJm»l|. co-tounder 
YOUNG MEN OF AU COLORS ot SAGE $4. Tha Center 208 W 
TOGETHER presents Y-MACT 18- 13th St 3 pen Info: (212) 827-1398 
aad-Uadar Caacut Restructuring 

Meeting 169 Manhattan Ave . 448 PRINCETON GAY ANO LESBIAN 

it West 108th Street 6 pm Can ALUMNI prasants Supper as tha 

David lor Into. (212) 932-3138. Bayou an evening of japibteaya. rad- 

bean casserole. Louisiana salads. 
MEN OF COLOR AIDS PREVENTION ambrosia prepared by caterer Steven 

present! Hal. Horny and Health Connell Open bar For all gay and 

Ptoyshep Keller's Bar 384 West Si lasbun ivy League and Savon Skiers 

at Christopher Street Call Eric for graduates Ticket price* atari at $20 

Mo: (212) 5664996 lor students. $45 fur alumni 482 


Broome St, at Wooster 5-8 pm Meet toe and Forma: Larry Kramer. 
Mo/ReservaBont (212) 427-3675. "The Artful Conumkator*. team how 
author and activist Larry Kramer 
SLOPE ACTIVITIES FOR LESBIANS makes paogda fcton. even whan they 
presents 'O' NtgM fafluck/Dtecue- don't want to hear, at the Carter. 3rd 
lion NtphL SAL says: Brino food en Rom Network Room, 206 W 13 St 

beverages preferably those whose 6:30-9:30 pm (todafcfng before 8); 

names begin with a \T Eating tot- $5 mambers/M nonmamtwre (first 
lowed by dating dscussion rught 730 drink free): 517-0380 
pm Cal to CMdkm: (718) 966-7578. 

A DIFFERENT LIGHT presents Brace 
MONDAY, JAN. 14 Nuasbaem. reading from Ms book 

Good MtfDons- 546 Hudson St. 8 
BRONX AIOS TASK FORCE Pteuutog pm Mo: (212) 969-4850 
Mealing Topic setting task force 

goals and objectives fM 1991 Guest EAGLE BAR Marie Night: M «e e 
speakers Jaeel Goldberg of the Who, with Mel Qtbsea end Goldie 

South Bronx Neighborhood AIOS Hewn. 142 lltti Awm (at 21 St); 11 

Protect and Elliaa Grlgg of tha pm; 691-6451 

Bronx Borough President's Otftee 

Bronx AIDS CSP. One Fordlum SATURDAY. JAN. 17 

Plan, suite 800. The Bronx 2-4:30 

pm (212) 295-5805 NEW YORK ADVERTISING ANO 

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK pre- 
THE LIMELIGHT presents Get Oat tents a Career Wertahep Wlh Kate 

end Glee. *ttw petty with a cause ' Wend totes Wendteton Is the dlrec- 

fts the bask disco scena, including tor ot tha New School's Sunday 

OJ Oteah in the chapel, but al door Career Center and the author of TJtt 

proceeds wdl oo to a list ot lesbian, FM D'Ctoc* Out) Goto* to Changing 

gay and AIDS organizations, ranging Jobs. $35 tor members/$45 non- 

Irom ACT UP to SAGE and tvary- members The Center 208 W 13th 

thing In between Happy hour (2-4-1 Si 10 am to 1 pm IntortsglstraBon 

drinks) from 5 pm lo 12 am Doors (212) 517-0380. 

open at 5 pm tha limaNgtrt. 20th 

Street at Sixth Avenue (212) 807- GOTHAM VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE pre- 
4850 sents Trieste tor Competitive Divi¬ 

sion (highest level ot play) and 
ACT UP/NY Weekly Meeting Cooper Intermediate A (third tevei) $75 hr a 

Union East 7th Streat at Third 13-*u#k tassion 351 W 18th Si. 

Avenue 7:30 pm Into: (212) 564- 7th Door gyms 7:30 pm Into: (212) 

2437 666-4327 or 836-9219 

AIOS ANO ADOLESCENTS NET- FRHJAY. JAN. 19 
WORK OF NEW YORK pretexts Mr 

staece Atom Committee 121 Sixth THE ANSWER IS LOVING Wemea 

Ave 6th Bom (1 m A tndn to Canal Talking Wemea's Talk 9th Yeas 

Street) 3 pm to 5 pm. Mo Michele Anniversary Party, with dinner. 

Fontaine (212)691-2900. dancing, singing, laughing and 

‘maybe a tow tears to validate our 
TUESOAY, JAN. 15 accomplishments': 1964 E 35 SI. 

Bktyn; 7:30 pm; $15. Ruth Barman & 
NY PUBLIC l IBRARY Fall Reeding Connie Kuril. 7187998-2305 (Note: 
Series: Themes M. Ditch, the Car- non-alcohol parly) 

dinar Oft am. The Genocides, Camp 

Concantnlloa NY Public Library FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH IN 
42nd Street entrance Celeste Bart os BROOKLYN presents a screening of 

Forum 6pm The (212) 9304571 Dry Kitsat CMf "This Nterious new 
video explores the lesbian subtext ot 
BRONX AIDS TASK FORCE Monthly classical Hodywood films' First seen 
Meeting Bronx ACS CSP One Ford- ante 1990 Lesbian and Gay Interne- 
ham Plaza, suite 800 Bronx Info: flonal Film Festival 50 Monroe Place 
Thelma Crawford (212] 295-5606 al Plerreponf, one Nock north of 
Montague Brooklyn R to Court 
WEDNESDAY. JAN 19 Street 2.3.4 and 5 lo Borough Hal 

NEW YORK ADVERTISING ANO GAY FATHERS FORUM Thaater Party 
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK la Hlaatlalaad. tha William 


03 



Finn/Jam** Lapina musical, Ida 
third In Finn * Hento Tr/legy an 
examination of tha impact of AIDS 
on a gay mils coup*. a lesbian cou- 
pl*. a hatarosaxual coupla, and a 
child, at tha LucUa Loctal Thaaiar, 
121 Chrtstophar St 8 pm. member 
lido from 979-7541. 288-3230 

SUNDAY. MM. a 

CENTER STASE prasants David 
Bradshaw and Cosmo Buono Tha 
pianists will prasant tha Naw York 
pramlara of Da hussy's Stem! and 
Proftnt Dinces and RavsIY tran¬ 
scription of Prelude to toe After¬ 
noon ot a Fsun. tha Amarlcan 
pramlara of Johan Kvandal's Duo 
Conctrtmte, Opus 41. and othar 
works. (22 Men Ti*y Halt Unwin 
Canter Broadway at 66th Straat. 
3:00 pm Info: (212)820-7310 

GAYMEN & LESBIANS IN 
BROOKHAVEN Maa s Graap Dis¬ 
cuss Ian, Old South Havsn Church 
(S. Country/Baavardam Rds), 
Brookhavan, LI; 6 pm; 516/751- 
2901 (maats 3rd Sundays) 

MONDAY JAN. 21 

ACT UP/NY Waakty Msatina Coop- 
ar Union East 7th Straat at Third 
Avenue 730 pm into: (212) 564- 
2437. 

TUESDAY JAN. 22 

NY PUBLIC LIBRARY Fall Raadlng 
Sarlaa: tonight with Ssmaal (I. 
Dalaay Trtton, Stars to Uy Pocket 
Like Grunt ot Sand, Tin Fill ot 
Towtrr. NY Public Library, 42 St 
antranca. Calasta Barlos Forum; 6 
pm; tix 930-0571 

LESBIANS AND GAY MEN OF NEW 
BRUNSWICK prasants Attaraay 
Dabarah Simian: *What Gays and 
Lashlaas Shauld Know Akaut tha 

Law." Frlands Maating Horns. 109 
Nlchot Awe Naw Brunswick. NJ 8 
pm. (908) 247-0515 

MORE 


LISTINGS 


NEXT 


WEEK 



Tuning In: A TV/Radio Guide for OutWeek Readers 

Information must be received by Monday to Da included in tha following 
week's issue. Send items to OutWeek lislinos, 158 W. 25 St, NY, NY 10001. 
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DANCING OKI 


<9U» 


Monday 

*'»6et Out and Giro psrty AI proceeds go to lesbian 
and 9»V and AIDS orginizattone. DJ Dinah in tfw chapel 5pm to mid- 
n^ $6 doneton suggested) 47 W. 20th St, at SbJhAro. (212) 807-7850 
Wna Eyaa (Marc Barkley's Kool Komrtds; strippers; downtown 
crowd, students. profeaaional., P) 12 W21 St, dub 206-7772 
T iwpli (MlaKhib'a naw party. A different theme every week.) 101 


Tuesday 

♦ ClitClab (Jocelyn and Juia add a sacond night of hot leabian action m 

the East Wage $&) 101 Avenue A 

♦ *Cieb Edelweiss (TVs. TSa, gay*, bit, smgiee. couples'. TUES atpe 

ciaAy for lesbiina; but open to a« TUE-SUN night) IP W 29; 860-0909 

♦ Grand Centre I (women's roght ia HIES. ii»o open Wad-Sun) 210 Mer¬ 

rick Road. Rockville Centra. U. 516/536-4800 
Kii neat are (According to none other than La Dolce Muato, Tracka Tuaa- 
deya hare are ’eraagay.’) S31W 10th St 877-2333 
Haiy (Man on M—k. gey roler skstmg. suns 8 pm) 515 W18 St; 646-5158 

Wednesday 

♦Bettor Days (pnmariky gay man of color) 318 W 49 $» W9 Avesl. 246-8925 
♦Channel 88 (Unde Senpson's back, w«h Deny Johnaon and live laabian 
and gay shows. E eat Village crowd K.) 101 Aronua A 
■The BniMing IDellta 77t« Soy*’ Room, House mus»c, downtown crowd, 
go-go boya and a 80-foot ceding; $10/87 with invte) 51W 26 St; 578-1890 

♦ Eacaflbar I Ladies Night. *1 drinks) comer tOtltf Jefferson behind loot- 

ball stadium. Hoboken. NJ; 201-796-1181 
♦L imeli ght {Disco 2000 with Michael AAg and Larry Tee. 10 pm. $10. 

Coon no longer served/) 8th Am at 20 Sc dub 807-7850 

♦ Private Eyaa (Sbescape AAerwori Potty. 5-10 pm, $6 before 7 pnVT7 

altar; 2-4-1 drinks before 7) 12 W 21 St info *45-6479. club 206-7772 
Private Eyaa 1 YMVA Night students, profit, women; performers; $7; 

door often benefits a gey/lesbian organisation) 12 W 21 St 206-7772 
SUmt Uaiag (2-4-1 drinks, also open Tuea-Sun, woman SAT) 175 Chany 
Lana, Roral Pit U; 516(364-9641 

SW> 12-4-1 drinks, also open deity) 202 Westchester Am. White Plains; 
9147761-3100 

Thursday 

Cheap (It'a a new party, promising ’cheap drinks and cheap queers.’ No 
coMr.) 101 Avenue A 

♦ C opacabaaa (lest Thu. of the month Susanna Baruch party, next is 
November 29; iffy door) 10 E 80 St at Fifth Am; 755-9010 
Excalibar ($1 drinks, alto open Tuea-Sun. woman WEO) comer 10WJef¬ 
ferson behind footbal atadwm, Hoboken. NJ; 201-766-1161 
Hatfields (24-1 drmks. female imperaonatorr. also open nightly, women 
on TUE ft FTO) 128-10 Queens Btvd. Kaw Gardens, Queens; 718/2*14484 
♦Roxy {Disco Interruptue. OJs Patrick Butts & Sister Dimension end 
performance artists m entertainment breaks; $10) 515 W18; *46-5156 
'-Stingray's (Brand now dub. brand naw sound system, everything also 
is a surprise No cover tonight.) *41 W. 51 at St (212) 6*4-8668 

Friday 

■ABC I Clap Duckett's ABCFndsyx. DJ Mart*; ballroom, balcony. bWards. 

boogyng; $1<Y$7 w. Invite; opened Nov. 16) 17 Irving Place at 15 S» 

Better Daya (Michael Patterson's Fridays, catering to mute-racial crowd, 
serious Housa/Oub dancing. DJ Robert Owens) 316 W 48; 2468978 

♦ O CM (Joe ahnAJuSa. Every Fndey Party, go-go >rfc.lasbo videos. ope«8 

pm bteerds 6 $1 diWs between 8 and 9 pm SI 432 W 14St 4D6-1IM 
Columbia Dances (1st Friday of every month. Earl Hal 10 pm - 2 am. next 
it January 4) 116th St 4 Bway, 864-3674 days 

♦ HetfMd's I women's nights are TUE 4 FRI) 126-10 Queans Blvd u Kaw 

6ardent, Queens; 7167281-84*4 

•Meat on Friday (The Watt Side sensation adds a sacond. Eaat Village 
tught. DJ Nobody's Pussy. $6) 101 Avenue A 
♦Mfca Todd Room (Sister Dimension's Party Gnfles) 123 E13 Sq 473-7171 

♦ Millennium {Lediee 1 Night) 1770 NY Ave (Rto 110). Huntington. LI; 


51*7361-1402 

Private Eyes ( YMVA Night; students, professionals, man) 12 W 21 St, 
btwn5tiVBthAMa; 206-7772 

Sti ng r ay's (Brand new dub. brand naw sound system, everything else la 
a surprise Free. 7-10pm. $7 after.) 641 W. Slat St (212) 6648088 

♦ Visions (woman's party) 5401 Queans Btvd. Woodsida. Queens; Mo 

716/846.7131, dub 7187889-9031 

Saturday 

BerotoetBeegis Bid 4 4th SAT; adtdtafkids. amoks 4 alcohol free;830pm- 
1230 am. next is Dec 8) 434 8th Am (btwnyiOStsL 4th Floor; 832-675B 
Caator (2nd 4 4th SAT. 9 pm • 1 am.» next is Dec 8) 208 W13 St 62D7310 

♦ Center (Women A Friends. 1st SAT; 9 pm-1 am. $8. nexl is Dscem- 

ber 1) 208 W13 St 020-7210 

I CM West End (Michael Fesco s Saturdays, midnight - 9 am) 547 W 21 St 
Cn leMli Dances (Sarnf 8oTDdterenT. 3rd SAT, next« Jan. 19; DJ 
Karin Ward. 10 pm - 3 am; $6) Earl Hall. 116 SVB'way. 629-1989 
Controversy (Hosted by Patrick Butts and the people who bring you 
Disco Imerruptus $2.99) 101 AMnus A 
410 419 N. Highway. Southampton, U; 5! (Y2S3-5001 
Love Zona (denerng 4 performers) 70 Beach St Ststan Isiand; 714442-5892 
I Meal (DJ AMo Harnandaz. every Saturday: go-go boys, videos; opens 
10 pm $6) 432 W14 St 353-3866 

♦Privets Eyes (Sheacepe Saturday Night Ptrtut for Women, opens 9 
pm;» before KYS10 after) 12 W 21 St Into 645-6479. dub 206-7772 
♦Rexy {Locomotion gay boya, guys, man; non-gay woman, soma les¬ 
bians; mix depends on party) 515 W18 St (btwn 1411 Avast, 646-5158 

♦ Steer Uaiag (womens Sat) 175 Cherry Lana, floral Park, 0.5143649641 
To n e d Factory (mostly gay; serious HoutWCiub dancing, no alcohol. 

opens 11 pm) 530 W 27 St (IOth/11th Aval); 6434728 
Stingray's (Brand naw club, brand naw sound system, everything else is 
a surprise. SB) 641 W Slat St (212) 8648668 
Ttey tty (Feeutng cheap AM* cheap woman and cheap torik.» 90 2nd 91 


Sunday 

i Bettor Days I ma 


• Days (mostly gay men of color, DJ John Hal) 316 W 48 St 246-8825 
bum Betldmg (Deles' The Men's Room, students, profession els, man; 

go-go boys & 60-ft ceding) 51 W 26 St 576-1890 
♦Cato Society {Society Sundsys Tea Dance, Hi NRG OJs. Society 
Dancers; 5 pm-??. $10) BWay at 21 St 5294282 
FUCK I (0J* Craig and Victor, ’caged go-go animals* and ‘ruff music lor 
ruff dykes and fags.’ $2.98) 101 Avenue A 
♦♦Mara lahomas Homs tor fkrewey Boya. DJ Lany Tea, amcee fte-Paul TVs 
and woman welcome $1096 w«h nvaej 13* Si a tot What Side Hghwey 
Monster (Sunday Tea Dance at 4 pm. dancing also on other nights from 
10 pm) 80 Grove St at Shend.n Sq. 824-3657 
20/2B (Midlist Fesco% Tea Danes, opens 4 pm 16; free Mimosas 4 BMs 
from 4-6. buffet at 730120 W 20 St 777-8841 

Every Night (or almost) 

♦ Bedrock (lesbian club, doted MON 4 TUE) 121 WoodReid Rd. W. 

Hempstead. U; 5167486-9516 

♦CM Edelweiss (TVs, TSa, gays, bis, singles, couples ill welcome*. 
TUE tor lesbians, but open to <8 TUE-SUN night) 167 W 29; 8684688 

♦ Duchess II (small dance ffoor) Sheridan Square 4 7th Am; 242-1408 
419 (nightly Gey House Petty, opant 6 pm) 419 N Highway (tea 27), 

Southampton. U; 51(7283-5001 

Grand Central (doted Mon. 2-4-1 drinks Thursday) 210 Merrick Road. 
Rockvtle Centra. U; 5167536-4800 

Magic Touch (ethnic moc Anglo/latin/Asian) 73-13 37th Rd. Jackson 
Haights. Queans; 7144294605 

Monster (Watt ViRags) 80 Grave St at Sheridan Sq.; 9243557 
Spectrum (good mix of gay man 4 lesbians, dosed Mon-Tus, WED free. 


NOTES: 
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CluO608.608 Sunrise Hwy. W Babylon. 661-9680 
Millennium. 1770 NY Ave. Huntington. 351-1402 
Stan. 836 Grand Boulevard. Deer Park. 242-3857 
Harden. ©4 W. Jericho Tple. SmWt>w*t864-1410 


Charlie's Wen. S36 Main Sr, L Orange. 678-5002 


Friendly's Bar. 6310 Pet Ave.. Wen New York. 
854-9895 

ExcaGbur. lOtf) & Jefferson, Hoboken. NJ. 795-1023 
Nile Ute. 509 22nd St. Union City, 863-9615 
Vibrations. 165 Cedar Lane. Teaneck. 836-5518 
Yacht Dub. 366 Berkshire Valley Rd.. Jefferaon. 
















































































































































Serving 

the community 
since 1983 


‘Etta L. Kjihming, 

acsw, csnt cue 

PsychotherapteVConsuftant 
Chelsea Location 
Individuals, 
Couples, Groups 

By Appointment Only 
212 918-1941 


Chelsea 

Psychotherapy 

Associates 


Competent & Companion !!» 

Psychotherapist 

Stewart M Creee, ACSW 

IndWHtuel.CoupSt. Group Therapy 

• RM Of UrTMMCV 

• AIOS AKXim 

• DEPHUSION 

• ACOA USUCS 

• COMING OUT 

Ntw M mi Therapy Croup forming 


BECAUSE THE 
HOLIDAYS AREN'T 
ALWAYS HAPPY 
Support™ and Uttight-oriantad 

LAURENCE BAKER. PSY.D. 
Licensed, Clinical 
Psychologist 

924-4661 


New York 
Itychothemfrv 
C 


A REFERRAL NETWORK OF 
LICENSED AND EXPERIENCED 
PROFESSIONALS IN 
PRIVATE PRACTICE. 

For Help With 
A Anxiety A Depression 
A Relationships A Low Self Esteem 
A Career Concerns A Shyness 
A Lonctness A Couple Conflict 
A Sexual Difficulties 
A Substance Abuse 
Locations Throughout N YC Area 
Moderate Tees (Used On A 
SM.ng Scale 

673-0884 


INSTITUTE FOR IIUMAN 
IDENTITY, INC 
NY’s non-profit Icsbiaa'gay 
psychotherapy center 
Croup'* forming: male 
couples, men V women’s 
Sliding scale fees 
Insurance accepted 
IIS Vi. 72nd Street, Suite I 
New York, NY 10023 
(212) 799-9432 


SUPPORTIVE GAY 
THERAPIST 

MICHAEL A. PANTALEO 

C.S.W., C.A.C. 
Individual,Coup I* Group Therapy 
•Alcoholism 
•Substance Abuse 
•Self-Esteem 
•Anxiety 
•Depression 
•ACOA Issuss 
•Co-dependency 
•Anonymous Sex 
•Health (HIV) 

■Mapariancad -Lleanaad 
Ralmburaabla 


212 - 691-2312 

TRAVEL 


I 35 ES 

S FARM 

she Catskills 
off Jatv7Thni 

fab. 21 (2 Niaht Min.) \ 

Mils R02 Box t 


ALAN PEARL 

MO - PStCMWJWST 

Help with 

• RtUtionshos • Depress** 

• Seif Accedence •Auctions 

«Aunty •Osorgamatioii 

724-5188 

t» Wet) 79th Sural 


David Lindsey Grinin, 
C.S.W.. C.A.C. 

Gay Affirmative Therapy 


M MX, J a Don’t see your 
category represented in the 
classified section? 

Create one! 
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«*»" bad ond bnwk 
*o%i Qm. 'liaadannronnwni Cairo 
S»MtVictorianhouw MinutottoSou* 

c4 Morin Frf«c*x* umki. krfcWi 


NewYork 



■ s 80 

OOLBl t 


WORK IN A GAY 

ENVIRONMENT... 

OR 

HELP OUT THE 
GAY 

COMMUNITY... 



IF YOU’RE NOT 
RECYCLING 
YOU’RE THROWING 
IT ALL AWAY. 


A little reminder from the Environmental Defense Fund 
tliat if you're not rending, you're throwing away a lot more 
than just your trash. 

You arid your community can recycle. Write the Environ¬ 
mental Defense Fund at: EDF-Recycling, 257 Park Avenue 
South, New York, NY’ 100K), for a free brochure that will tell 
you virtually everything you ■■ ^ ■■■ 

need to know about recycling Kj^l 
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' IMPERIAL MODELS * 

A new revelation in nrvicMur models 


MOT TORSO 

AlWrtc bodywort from boyish 150# 58T 
27 yo wtoi very mutcular build end a 
nk« tan Ina. Ctean cut and IrienjBy. 
Also avaiabia Midi Damon. Noon to 4 
am. CHRIS (212)486-5710 


MIDWESTERN BOY 

5'IOT, 15041«y-o college student vwtfv 
beautihJ body and cuta face available 
forbodyvwt. Vary friendly. Cal for 
irVout appta.10am-4am any day. Also 
sveiablawrth Chrie. Damon (212)496- 


SENSUOUS MASSAGE 

Sironft, Safa BodyworicHandsoma 
Itaian TED (212)721-6718 


a 


BODYBUILDER 

COMPET1TIVE28 yo, VtfB lbs, 
hu0apec i. momJer legtXX hung 
ItalianKria 212-21 >8867 


TROPICAL ISLAND HANDS 

SWEDISH AND SHIATSU MASSAGE 
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUUS 
6ET 21 NS TALL 160 LBSIN OR OUT 
CALLS 24 HCURSEMMANUEL BKLYN- 
(718)264-9622 


POETS TOUCHBOOYRUB IN BRIEFS 

Sen«uaBayondlmaginadon272-4n- 


THE LOVE CONNECTION 
Hie best guys for die best times. Al 
lypas. Wa re hare for you. Safe, friandN 
and dtscreei 24 HOUR SERVICE (212) 
768-0221 New applicants welcome 


Vifii/c r/i 


TROPICAL ISLAND HANDS 

SWEDISH AND SHIATSU MASSAGE 
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL25 
6FT21NS TALL 180 LBSIN OR OUT 
CALLS 24 HOURSEMMANUa BXLYN- 
(718)284-9622 


advertise... 

call 


VOICE MALEI HOT MEN! 

FREE 10-DAY ACCOUNT! BROWSE 
DETAILED QUEST10NAIRES FROM 100S 
Of GUYS! THE WORLDS MOST AMAZ¬ 
ING SYSTEMITHOUCHTONE THE AUTH- 
COOE; 6804(8181566-7777/(213) 370-2286 


212-337-1222 































































































































AREA DIALOGUE 


1 900 234 DIAK3425) 




TM>1T 


HEAR THE VOICE OF THE MAN YOU WANT TO MEET 

_ >.c " 0 TS™2L’2E22JSfS" T ”® 


CALL OMR NEW VOICE MAIL LINE r ill Mnwi 

DEFINED BY AREA CODfc C JH Wow • 

Lislcn and respond to as many Select the dl v of your choice 1 -QDD-I KA-HI Al 
ads as you like or open your sirnph lis pressing vour Area 1 v/ t-s I l_ 

Code 8 7 2-3 4 2 5 









































































































an acco- 


NOT 

BOTTOM/SPANK1N6V 


WM, 36.6T, 185, 


personals 


the personals magazine, has expended and 
Out Week. WHh new articles on sex, humor, plus per¬ 
sonals and phone-line ads, Hunt will be available in 
gay bars and community centers nationwide. 


WOMEN'S 

PERSONALS 


GBF 31 LIGHT 
SKIN 

Saaks unattached 
fiplx skin GBf or gay 
htspanic aggressive 
female counterpart 
28-38 for shanng. 
caring relationship. 

Pease send to 
Outwesk Bo* 3809 

HOT DYKE 
SEEKS SAME 
BabyCmaninfemo- 
wifyou be my fuel? I 
can bumeven the 
most inhammables5 
6 * 23yo. GWF short 
brownheir-eye- 
glasses make myw 
ston pierce your soul 
todepths you never 
knewithed A 
photn/phone/wil- 
getyouthesame-lf 
youhavethe 
courage to see *»y- 
ourselfwhitlcsn 


RENAISSANCE 
Woman seeks seme 

inSSF Bay AraaAl, 
las not bi Oassics 
Hlustr Comics, 
Atianticmo.Zen 
onantedChristian.Oh 
yea-Sex 

maniac,Outweek 
Box3718 


PERSONALS 


A PLACE IN THE 
COUNTRY 
A place to caress, 
cuddk, snuggto. 
pinch, baa. be gag, 
dommataanddo 
whatever your good- 
nakjred but nasty 
mind can dream of. 
SobmisrveGWM 
6 f, 185/. br. bf, 37 
catars to your fan¬ 
tasies and needs. 
Travel Tn-Stata 
Region. RO. Box 610, 
Southampton, NY 
11968-0610 

ANY EUROPEANS 
OUT THERE? 

Tan blonde dude 
6T190,35, good 
looking and in good 
shape wants soma 
European friends 
20-35 yrs To play 
with: Hot oil mat- 
saga, wrestling, 
and other intense 
sete times. French. 
Dutch, 

Scandinavian, 
British, Spanish. 
German all qualify. 
Please Sand nota 
and photo (if possi¬ 
ble) to Rick. P.0. 
Box 938 Rock. Can. 
Station, 10186-0009 

SATIS WHERE 
TTS ATI 

Heavy bisaxual 
man, 38. is seeking 
to correspond with 
heavy bisexual/gey 
men and 
bisexual/lesbian 
woman. Does any¬ 
one share my con¬ 


viction that an 
'abundant* body is 
baatufufl and that 


lads-Not a mark 
of shame? Let's be 
friends, perhsps 
morel write: Bill, 
P0 Box 62 Little 
Genesee, NY. 
14754. Phone: 716- 
928-2692 


5U-150 

BfVBRPeople say 
I'm handsome I am 
seeking s fellow 
erdent male, a man 
who likes to givs 
•nd receive sexuel 
end emotions) bliss, 
who wsnts to savor 
existence on many 
levels, • men not 
put off by the 

unconventional, 
who enjoys relating 
with intimacy end 
kindness. Lets 
take long walks in 
the park and then 
explore each other 
in front of an open 
fire ptyph. Sand to 
Outwaek box 3843. 


SAME IN SIMILAR 
SITUAT10N5T 
I45fbsbr/br seeks 
ouy whos healthy, 
in shape, and like 
myself, searching 
for a sexual coun¬ 
terpart for occa- 


tilel I smoke cigs 
and do ‘soft*.dn>gs. 
I am a grad, student 
at NYU, are there 


Madison Square 
Station NY, NY 
10159-0254 

HANDSOME HUNG 
GBM59.510V2* 
1981bs, seeks pro¬ 
fessional high qual¬ 
ity hispanic who is 
sensitive intelligent 
•nd clean-cut for 
friendship 40-60 
Include photo, will 
return. Send to 
Outwaek Box 384a 


gootflookmgfgood 
build GWM6T 
190/ hot bottom 
wants hot top for 

safe 

gr/spankingftoys 
etc. take care of my 
ess. Especially like 
big guys my age or 
older or hung or 
muscular, but like 
•I top guys into tits 
and my great butt. 
P.O.Box 1602 Old 
Chelsea Station. 
NY, NY 10011 


5T0*, 150 hand¬ 
some seeks buddy 
for safe sensuous 
sex. possible rela¬ 
tionship. Photos 
must (wfll return). 
Box E36.496A 
Hudson St. NYC 
10014 


GWM39t5’9*.145ibs 
tnm mascufine, 
seltfpepper hair 
nvstache, honest 
heelthy, seeks 
GWM 2545, for fun 
and reletioftship- 
PtVPh, Box 6486 
Grind Central 
Station, NY, NY 
10163 


fesstonstbuthotOi 

creetNe; 

humorou strobing 
end supportive. 
Seeks ssrvlar very 
ttlguy lor explosive 

friendshipAndfor 
caring long-term 
relationship. Cel 
Aabtwnlpm-12n*d. 
•t (212) 675-7352. 


NEW YRGWM, 5-8. 

145, young 42. 
goodlooking mas¬ 
culine, healthy, in- 
shsspe, fun-loving 
witty, intelligent 
unpretentious, sin¬ 
cere. honest 
cleanshaven seeks 
new close friend, 
poss. long-term 
relationship. My 
interests incl. 
news, current 
events, gey 
activism, wdre, 
music, running 
wrestling pot par¬ 
tying lethear, mild 
son. action A Hi¬ 
Tech movies. Etc. 
younger taler 
butch guys A 
activists encour¬ 
aged. Send Photo 
to Outwaek Box 
3863 

VERY TALL MEN 

Who require really 
axciting service- 
Top or bottom- by a 
hot WM, 34, 
friandly, attract 
and masc. wrrta for 
your sweaty explo- 
sive action and 
mote. Kan. P0 Box 
304. Villaga Sta. 
New York, NY 
10014 


FEDERAL 

Conllnuad from P«S» V • 

demographics of the federal courts 
under Carter, when all the appointees 
were of a moderate or liberal political 
ideology, is dear. And the effects are not 
restricted to gay men and lesbians. 

*We have to understand that this 
affects all minorities, and our position 
in the courts is centrally linked to 
theirs,' said Strauss. 

That linkage has been carefully 
forged by the Reagan-Bush agenda, 
notes one aide for Attorney General 
Dick Thornburgh. Murray Dickman, 
who screens all judicial appointees 
for Thornburgh, terms the agenda fair 
but lasting: ’We have made a dra¬ 
matic difference [in the courts].’ He 
noted that the effects are lasting 
because they influence legal Issues 
for decades to come. 

Dickman also made it dear that 
there is a definite agenda for the 
administration—that all candidates are 
researched for a basic conservative 
judicial philosophy. Most important, 
noted Dickman, is a belief in judicial 
restraint, or the legal philosophy that 
the courts are not the arena to effect 
social change. 

But Wolfson, Strauss and Ruben- 
stein all stress that the federal courts 
were established with just that idea in 
mind. Straus notes that this is why the 
style of the Reagan-Bush appointments 
is so important. Tt's a subtle message, 
but a straightforward one,' she added. 

Strauss also believes that it is fun¬ 
damental for gay men and lesbians to 
recognize their connection to other 
minorities. ’The ’we' here is a vast 
pool of non-white, non-male, non- 
straight people. But we all are having 
our rights eroded by this new system, 
and if we don't work together against 
that system, no single group of us is 
going tp be unchanged by that power,’ 
she told OutWeek 

Rubenstein and Wolfson agree that 
the necessity for coalition-building has 
never been more obvious. Rubenstein 
eked a series of cases which relate to gay 
rights but which are actually predicated 
on other civil liberties violations as exam¬ 
ples of the connection. 

He also noted a pattern of contra¬ 
dictions and used as an example the 
1962 landmark Supreme Court case of 
Griswold v. Connecticut, which legal¬ 


ized the use of contraception, making 
it a matter of privacy. "That case stated 
it was legal and constitutional to have 
non-procreative sex. The court essen¬ 
tially gave straight people the right to 
have gay sex. But then the Court turns 
around in Hardwick and denies that 
same right to gays and threatens each 
term to take those same privacy rights 
away from women.’ 

Rubenstein, who handles many of 



the ACLU’s gay and AIDS cases, added: 
•The problem Is that the Reagan 
appointees have no background in civil 
liberties laws, and the Bush appointees 
come from similar backgrounds. These 
are true political appointments. But if 
these guys can't interpret the Consti¬ 
tution, it presents a real problem to 
people who are turning to the courts 
for just that reason.* 

But with more than 90 percent of 
Budi appointments to the federal circuit 
courts being ultra-conservative white 


men with a stringently applied litmus 
teat, the scenario can only get worse. 
The appointments to the circuit courts 
are the most dangerous, because rul¬ 
ings made by those courts are most 
likely to become lasting legal doctrines 
and constitutional interpretations. In the 
Washington. DC. circuit court—the 
most powerful in the nation—eight of 
the 12 judges are Reagan-Bush ap¬ 
pointees; all are white men. 

The Reagan-Bush legacy is not 
hard to track. Among the cases in 
which the community was clobbered 
were the San Ftandsco-bosed ruling 
that allowed the military to deny 
security dearannee to qualified gay 
men; a Louisiana case allowing an 
employee to be fired for refusing to 
take an HIV test; decisions refusing to 
force the Army to reinstate lesbian 
Sgt. Miriam Ben-Shalom, who was 
ousted for her sexual orientation; and 
the most celebrated of all. Bowers v. 
Hardwick, the 1986 Supreme Court 
ruling upholding state laws that crimi¬ 
nalize gay sex. According to one 
conservative Washington policy 
group, Reagan-Bush appointees 
have managed to overturn more 
than three-quarters of the important 
civil rights decisions of the last 
quarter-century. 

Wolfson said that one of the 
worst problems regarding the courts 
is that they were needed to ’catch 
gays up legally to where we are 
socially. Gays have won the battle for 
social change and social acceptance 
that will enable us to win what we 
want But the law is far behind where 
we are in terms of social acceptance. 
And that's why we need the federal 
courts. And that's why these appoint¬ 
ments are so bad for us.* 

Strauss believes that there is 
the added factor of lack of repre¬ 
sentation. ’How can the bench reflect 
our interests as gay men and lesbians 
or as other minorities when we aren’t 
up there? The bench has no lesbians, 
no women, no gays, no non-whites— it 
makes a difference who's visible. 
Visibility equals respect, and we don't 
get that from the bench." 

According to Rubenstein, that wont 
change any time soon. "We re going to 
have to find other alternatives,’ he 
added. 'What those are, however, isnt 
dear at all right now.’ ▼ 


ARE 

YOU 

FOOUNG 

YOURSELF? 


If you have sex with other men, no matter how infrequently, 
always use latex condoms. 

Because once is all it takes to transmit the AIDS virus. 

So protect yourself...and your partner. For more information, call: 

AIDS Hotline 718485-8111. 

AIDS 


Rubbci Up fot Solely 


<f)C*ty ot Nn 'la*, l 



INSIDER 


• Representing Manhattan's East 
Side, Congress member Bill Green can 
be considered a friend when dealing 
strictly with lesbian and gay rights and 
AIDS issues, but by voting Republican 
on so many other social issues a.id sup¬ 
porting so many anti-gay Republicans 
and their agendas, he ends up short¬ 
changing our community and hurting us 
in the process. Green votes with his 
party on so many budgetary issues (hat 
the noble AIDS initiatives he votes for 
are undooe by his support of Republican 
budgetary objectives which hamper 
funding for AIDS research and services 
and dampen the quality of life of people 
with AIDS. 

Green likes to tout himself as a lead¬ 
er within his party on gay and lesbian 
and AIDS issues, but given the compla¬ 
cency he's reportedly shown in recent 
meetings with AIDS activists, it's hard to 
imagine Green leading anything, let 
alone Republican ideology. It should abo 
be noted that Green voted against raising 
the minimum wage and often tows the 
Republican line on foreign policy. A lib¬ 
eral’ Republican is usually still worse 
than a moderate Democrat, and progres¬ 
sive gays should not be fooled by Green. 
Overall, he is far from a progressive 
member of Congress and docs in feet 
represent the party of greed. No 
progressive gay person could conceiv¬ 
ably consider supporting him 

• East Side Assembly member 
Steven Sanders is reportedly gearing up 
to take on Green. Sanders has been a 
sponsor and vocal supporter of our dvil 
rights bill In Albany and is perhaps one 
of Albany's best-liked Assembly mem¬ 
bers. He is good-natured, congenial and 
committed to our issues. Sanders would 
make a superb member of Congress. 
His one shortfall is in his choice of 
endorsements. He plays it safe and sup¬ 
ports those entrenched in his party. 
Sanders endorsed the egregious Carol 
Gretoer against gay activist Tom Duane 
and refused to endorse Deborah Glick 
in this year's Assembly race. Sanders is 
also a longtime booster and friend to 
death-penahy advocate Andrew Stein, 
and despite his own record of commit¬ 
ment to dvil rights, Sanders backed the 
ever-racially-polarizing Ed Koch for 
mayor in 1989. Sanders is still young 
and can improve his endorsement 
record by supporting some true progres¬ 


sives in this year's Democrat i c primaries. 
That would make a Sanders candidacy 
for Congress more enticing to progres¬ 
sive gay voters.^ 

MOSCOW 

be attended by a delegation of 100 
American gays and lesbians under the 
suspices of IGLHRC. 

In Leningrad, meanwhile, authori¬ 
ties have dropped sodomy charges 
against Olga Zhuk, founder of the 
Tchaikovsky Foundation for the Cultur¬ 
al Initiatives and Defense of Sexual 
Minorities, the city’s only gay group. 

During a December meeting with 
the Leningrad City Council, Zhuk, who 
Is a lesbian, was inaccurately charged 
with violation of Russian Penal Code 
Article 121.1, which outlaws anal sex 
between men. Lesbian sex is not illegal 
in the USSR 

Zhuk had attended the meeting to 
seek formal registration of the 
Tchaikovsky Foundation, after having 
encouraging discussions with individ¬ 
ual councilors. Instead, she was met 
by the city attorney and the public 
prosecutor, who charged her with 
male sodomy and with ’gathering 
groups of criminals.* 

Zhuk says that she was later 
harassed by KGB agents, who stole 
her keys and burgled her apartment, 
making off with Tchaikovsky {founda¬ 
tion documents. This also happened to 
Kalinin and MGLU in Moscow last fall. 

At press time, the telephones at 
the Soviet embassy in Washington 
were busy or went unanswered, as 
has been the case for months. 
Moscow directory assistance also did 
not answer. 

Soviet activists request tele¬ 
grams to the Moscow and Leningrad 
city councils denouncing Lukeshev's 
murder and the harassment of gay 
organizations. 

Gay Massachusetts Democrat, Rep. 
Barney Frank, has already wired Soviet 
authorities his complaints, writing, *1 
am deeply disturbed to learn of the 
murder of Alexander Lukeshev, the 
arrest of Olga Zhuk and the harass¬ 
ment and detainment of Roman Kalin¬ 
in. I strongly condemn the systematic 
harassment of gay men and lesbians, 
and I urge you to demonstrate humani¬ 
tarian concern by helping to stop the 
harassment and persecution of lesbians 


and gay men and organizations which 
work for their basic, international, 
human rights.’ 

The addresses are: The Commis¬ 
sion for Social and Political Organiza¬ 
tions, dom B. Isakovskays Ploshad, 
Lennsovet. Leningrad, USSR and Mr. 
Gavriil Popov, Mossovet, Moscow, 
USSR.T 

—filedfrom Chicago 



CT 


Men of Al Colors 


united in struggle, 
refusing to be divided, 
celebrating our diversity. 


(CNN US! We meet every Friday 
at the Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center, 208 West 13th SL, at 7:45 pm 
212/245-6366 

MkVNV M). ftM ISIS Amnia Uatm, NT 1002) 



Hot Meals For 
Homebound 
People With AIDS 


Client Services 
(212)874-1462 

Volunteer Information 
012)874-1193 

p-o. box 1776 • old chebea station 
new york, ay. 10113 
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by Greg Baysans 
Edited by Gerard Mackey 



13- Lou Grant portrayer 
18. Astronaut Armstrong 
19 . Ridge 

25. City In No. Cal. 

26. Espies 
28. Need 

30. Soviet space mission 

31. Heavens 
33- Palm fruit 

34. Trevino’s org. 

35. Hockey great 

36. Pall behind 
38. Sharpened 

40. * walks in beauty...* 

41. _Aviv 

42. Calendar abbr.’s 

44. Gardener's nemesis 

45. Not new 
50. Dozes off 

52. Slender 

53. Dill and sage 

54. Moral principle 

55. Actor John Howard 
57. Burgs 

59. Abridge 


SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK S OUTWEEK-CM SALE MONDAY 


56. Polka_ 

58. Ike 

59. Building extension 


60. French cubist 

61. Hungarian composer 

63. IRS agts. 


/{cross 

1. Skirt feature 

5. Uttered 

9._lifetime (endure) 

14. Louise or Turner 

15. Peh 

16. When_said and done 

17. Gay? 

20. Silly ones 

21. Iacocca 

22. Ending for chick 

23. Miscue 

24. They: Fr. 

27. Like steak taittre 
29- Uzbekistan, c.g. 

30. Park _ 

32. As_as a hatter 

34. Traveler Marco 

37. Biblical verb 
39. Mean 

46. Debate 

47. DC figures. 

48. Lampreys 

49. Buddhist sect 

51. Rods’ companions 
53. Onto: si. 


62. Coup d'_ 

64. Monk’s title 
66. Mall 

68. GAY 

72. IQ name 

73. Famed fiddler 

74. Notion 

75. Play division 

76. Agitated state 

77. The Yukon, e.g. 

Doufn 

1. Proscenium 

2. Eye makeup 

3. Bury 

4. NM resort 
5 Bashful 

6. Intent 

7. Matinee_ 

8. Put off 

9. -Tsu. Chinese philosopher 

10. _breve 

11. Coasters 

12. Multiplication word 


65. Bearing 
67._motif 

69. Nice season 

70. Three: pref. 

71. Red,_and blue 






We OCooj Our Way ^ 


’’NOBODY KNOWS 


NOW At These Locations! Lo* Angela*, ca 

Unlimited. The Cramp 


• Drake *. A Different Light. Romp. Dorothy Surrender • San Francisco, CA . 

Protlncttown, MA • Cape Card. Hot*tuff. Pride* 


Horizon*. InjcanUxu - Sacramento, CA - How Tacky - San Diego, CA • Club West Coast • San Jo*e, CA - Leather Matter*. Rainbow Gift* & Balloon* - Minneapolis, MN - Brothers Touch 





























